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ACTIVISTS MURDERED 


BY CECELIA RODRIGUEZ 


There is a cassette of music I just bought and on it, 
it says, “All over this world, this Indian way is hard.” 
Today these words mark my heart with great pain. 

| just received word that Ingrid Washinawatok, a 
North American Menominee Indian who served on 
the board of the Indigenous Woman’s Network, 
who had a big, bright smile and was always laugh- 
ing and who also cried easily at the many tragedies 


somewhere in Colombia. She had been kidnapped. 

Ihave no word yet about how or where or when she 
died. Only the word of her death and the silent 
shaking I feel inside. Profuse, hot, quick tears and 
sobs, because crying is beyond you, when death is so 
much your friend. You turn suddenly and death is 
there looking at you, reminding you that she is 
always with you, always with your people. It is a 
shadow, a breeze, a gift sometimes from the constant 
doubt that causes you to hesitate. “Don’t hesitate, do 
it right,” she says, “because your life is not forever.” 


And so death is a teacher about 


what life should be. 

And so in this numbness all 
I can do is write. I can write 
and ask the same questions | 
asked after I was raped. I can 
write and ask the same ques- 
tions I did after Acteal. Why? 
When will it end? How many 
more must die? 

In these days when my body 
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suffered by Indian people, was found dead today 
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RED CLOUD THUNDER 


BY SUMAK AND Ewoks OF RED CLOUD THUNDER 


In the green, swaying tree-tops in one of the Northwest’s many old-growth 
timber sales, a non-violent community of imaginative resisters, passionate travel- 
lers, pissed-off punks, elfish children and determined defenders of Earth has 
formed. They have overcome cultural gaps that would normally keep them at a 
distance through the pursuit of acommon goal—healthy and wild ecosystems for 
all. Together the Red Cloud Thunder activists call for a halt to the destruction of 
rare old-growth rainforests from the tops of the 500-year-old moss-draped fir and 
hemlock trees they now call home. 


continued on page 25 


BOMBERS TARGET 
FOREST GUARDIANS 
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Bomb squad officers covefuly extract ¢ a lethal ee ab om the Forest Guardians’ mail box. 


is wracked with exhaustion in 
the struggle to explain to people 
why they must act, the ques- 
tion is one which each day de- 
mands an answer. An answer 
buried under the tons of paper 
of the insane foreign policy of 
this country which sanctions 
plunder, displacement, impov- 
erishment and “genocide.” 


continued on page 7 3 
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BY CHARLOTTE TALBERTH, NATIONAL FOREST PROTECTION CAMPAIGN 


On March 19, the outreach coordinator for Forest Guardians, Mike Cherin, 
discovered a pipe bomb in the mailbox at the group’s Santa Fe office. According 
to police, an explosion would have killed anyone within several hundred feet, 
but thanks to a rare wet snow the fuse went out before detonation. 

Three days later, Forest Guardians received a letter with a target and crosshairs 
drawn over the group’s name and the message, “M.M. was here. See ya later.” 
M.M. stands for the Minutemen, the same group that claimed responsibility for 
a shotgun blast that shattered windows at the Santa Fe office of Animal Protection 
of New Mexico late last year. A report by the New Mexico Department of Public 
Safety called the Minutemen, “... an extreme right-wing private army developed 
in the 1960s to carry out guerrilla warfare and fight communism. The group was 
known to stockpile weapons and plan bank robberies and bombings...” 

Do we know exactly who tried to bomb Forest Guardians? Not yet, but by 
examining some of the dynamics going on between the counties movement, 
wise-use, land grant activism and the environmental movement, we believe we 
can gain a clearer understanding of the context. 


continued on page 29 
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COMBATTING ECOTERRORISM| Earth First! Journal 


“It is always the oppressor, not the oppressed who dictates the 
form of struggle...” 

—NELSON MANDELA 

The day I arrived in Oregon after my imprisonment, the US 
Coast Guard and Navy were desperately attempting to sink the 
New Carissa, the multinational-owned freighter ran aground on 
the Oregon coast while on a run to load wood chips for export to 
Asia from the timber port of Coos Bay. The ship spilled over 
100,000 gallons of crude oil and, at last count, more than 1,200 
birds and other wildlife have died in the heart of the endan- 
gered snowy plover’s breeding ground. 

If the Coast Guard and Navy were sincere about preventing such 
acts of ecoterrorism, they wouldn’t wait until timber and oil 
industry ships ran aground to blowthem up. The weapons of mass 
ecological destruction would be decommissioned before commit- 
ting further acts of ecoterrorism. While many were outraged about 
the New Carissa, unheard were the accusations of ecoterrorism 
that are today a normal response when environmentalists are 
forced to use direct action to expose and hinder corporate destruc- 
tion of America’s last wild places. 

Earth First!ers unequivocally agree that the real ecoterrorists are 
those engaged in legally sanctioned actions that destroy and 
murder indigenous people, wildlife and the homeland that all 
depend on for survival. The Earth First! movement, however 
remains committed to waging a nonviolent campaign against 
ecoterrorism while the media establishment, special interest 
groups and law enforcement agencies busily spin lies to hide their 
own violent deeds. We are left risking life and freedom in actions 
placing biodiversity before profit. Meanwhile, corporate forces 
reap the benefits of a legal system that defends their interests with 
“anti-terrorist” legislation and federal grand juries intentionally 


used to harass legal activists while increasingly repressive police. 


agencies use obsessive force against nonviolent activists. 

Kill or threaten to kill an environmentalist here or abroad, hold 
irreplaceable wilderness hostage for millions in ransom payments, 
and the system looks the other way. But cause damage to the 
destructive property of a politically powerful corporation, and 
suddenly, our morality is called into question by those with real 
blood on their hands. In light of this we are increasingly 
forced to determine our path of resistance not only by our 
adherence to biocentric and nonviolent principles, but also 
through the appropriate application of tactics and strate- 
gies best suited to our individual campaigns. 

Earth Firstlers are the real anti-terrorists. We should continue to 
use non-cooperation and refuse to renounce illegal, nonviolent 
intervention to prevent terrorism until governments and corpo- 
rations renounce violent attacks on all Earth’s innocents. Weneed 
to force governments to restore representative democracy (re- 
member, we environmentalists are the silenced majority), rather 
than cater to corporate interests who supercede democratically 
achieved environmental victories with global trade agreements 
that prioritize economy over ecology. If federal law enforcement 
agencies really want to prevent terrorism, we have plenty of 
information to assist them in bringing true criminals to justice. 
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Fauna. n. animal life. 
Cabala. n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


Male Bronze-winged Jacanas (Metopidius indicus) are strad- 
dling lily pads with wings and necks outstretched, yelling. This 
Indian bird species, which uses exceedingly long toes to scuttle 
across the floating vegetation of ponds, swamps and lagoons, is 
polyandrous. A female defends a territory overlapping those of 
up to four males, who constitute her harem. She lays multiple 
clutches per breeding season, copulating with all males before 
laying each, and leaves incubation and chick care to her males. 

Because females are 60 percent heavier, males cannot prevent 
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Until then responsible citizens, agencies and organiza- 
tions should take full advantage of the waves created by 
EF!, ELF, ALF and other earth defenders to publicize our 
cause. Earth First!ers and other environmentalists must 
recognize the effectiveness of a cohesive long-term strat- 
egy that directs our collective energy toward common 
goals—without the divisiveness that presents the public 
a perception of a movement that is afraid or unwilling to 
acknowledge the legitimacy of direct action. 

By taking unabashed responsibility for even those anti- 
terrorist actions that some of us are first uncomfortable 
with, we can begin to represent our resistance as unified, 
and, while diverse in tactics, unbreakable and united in 
its defense of biodiversity. No struggle can survive with- 
out a diversification of tactics in response to a changing 
atmosphere of repression. EF! must accept rather than fear 
this to avoid expending time and energy in a recurring 
debate that prevents our movement from taking its place 
in history asthe spearhead of the radical environmental 
movement. There is no comfort with what we are forced 
to endure—the court battles, harassment, imprisonment, 
threats and actual violence, including death. But we must 
remember that what we strive for requires sacrifice. We 
gain nothing by criticizing and condemning those at- 
tempting to break free from societal servitude by striking 
back at Earth-destroying forces. 

Remember, the real terrorists are those with six-figure 
salaries reaped from our human, animal and earth rela- 
tions. We are the last line of environmental defense, and 
we must endeavor to become the kind of peaceful war- 


riors we hear about in myths and legends, who drew their 
power from Earth. We all have.it within us. Let’s accept 


the challenge and be courageous enough to unleash it. 
—Rop 


In Memoriam 


“He was like the North Star,” a friend says. “He held up the 
sky over northern Wisconsin and the people followed him.” 

Walt Bresette, an Anishinaabe activist, died on Febru- 
ary 21 of a heart attack. A member of the Loon Clan, the 
51-year-old Red Cliff Chippewa defended treaty rights 
and fought to prevent mining across northern Wiscon- 
sin. He was a co-founder of many groups including the 
Witness for Nonviolence, Midwest Treaty Network, 
Anishinaabe Niijii, and Wisconsin Greens. An elegant 
writer, Walt Bresette wrote Walleye Warriors: An Effective 
Alliance Against Racism and for the Earth with Rick Whaley. 

At a meeting in Tampa, Florida, during the 1980s, 
Walt received the war club belonging to the Sauk 
leader Black Hawk who, more than 150 years ago, 
fought the US Army trying to move him and his 
people from their homeland. Walt Bresette carried 
Black Hawk’s war club to ceremonies, mining pro- 
tests, schools and churches until his recent death. 


—JOHN PECK 


BY FAITH WALKER 


them from visiting others. So they yell. And females find it 
attractive. A male waits on the raft he crafted that is his 
mating platform, yelling increasingly frantically when he is 
left alone or as the female gets closer to another harem male. 
The female responds by abandoning her visit and flying to 
the yeller. She is particularly persuaded by long yells and 
bouts of yelling, of which only the heaviest males are ca- 
pable. Because males are, by this hullabaloo, signaling that 
they’re alone yet ready to receive a4 clutch, females may be 
forced to respond; yells attract intruding females.who try to 
take over the male. They also attract predators, such asthe 
Shikra hawk. Despite this risk, males benefit because they 
increase their share in paternity of the next clutch, and they 
put a cap on harem size by causing the female to-spend her 
time defending them from otherfemales. These lily trotters 
are an example of only rarely evolved sex-role reversal, a 
departure from the polygynous mating systems that pre- 
dominate in Kingdom Animalia. 
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THE URBANIZATION OF EARTH FIRST!: 
NEW DIRECTIONS FOR THE MOVEMENT 


BY BoB GREENBERG 


The Minnehaha Free State symbolizes a necessary 
turn off from the forest road Earth First! has been 
following for nearly two decades. Grandma Earth is 
not dying. She is being murdered, and, as Utah 
Phillips says, the men and women who are murder- 
ing her have names and addresses. These are the 
same people who are exploiting the working poor for 
profit in the cities, and our struggles are made one 
through common enemies: the multinational cor- 
porations who exploit all life and the rich that 
own them. 

Earth First! must be present on the prairie, in the 
desert and at the ends of lonely, frozen forest roads 
to physically stop the destruction. But by also reach- 
ing out to the disenfranchised in the city, we can 
build strong relationships that are critical to orga- 
nizing a mass movement. While many of us have 
been victims of state-sponsored brutality and op- 
pression in the forests, residents of cities are often 
the victims of this same brutality and 
oppression. Poverty has been ft 
criminalized in the city just as 
efforts are being made to sys- 
tematically criminalize . ,_ 
activities in the forests ¢ f 
that save Grandma (‘7 
Earth from the 
profit-crazed rul- 
ing class. From 
Idaho, where it 
is quite literally 
illegal. to be an 
Earth First!er, to 
the North Coast 
of California — 
where nonvio-~ Me cae SES 
“Tentprotestersin PASI 
Congressman G> 
Frank Riggs’ Of- Gama Qawr 
fice had pepper 
spray applied rae to their eyes, we have the 
chance to make links between these issues, to bring 
on a revolution, to set people’s wills free and release 
the grip the State has on everyone’s life. 

As the year 2000 approaches, each and every one 
of us needs to think about organizing for this 
opportunity to destroy the corporate-capitalist hold 
on power and dream of replacing it with our vision 
of eco-anarchism, community self-determination, 
playfulness and industrial collapse. The triumph of 
creative nonviolence over state-sponsored terror- 
ism would bring freedom of choice and balance to 
communities once again. There are lessons to be 
learned from the history of the Black Panthers, 
MOVE, the American Indian Movement (AIM) and 
even the White Panther Party. Although each of 
these movements is unique, understanding their 
goals and tactics will help us develop useful models 


for ecologically-oriented urban campaigns. 

Minneapolis has one of the largest urban Ameri- 
can Indian populations in the United States, yet 
federal money goes mostly to the reservations leav- 
ing very little assistance granted to the urban Na- 
tive Americans who are up against systemic dis- 
crimination, poverty, police oppression and are 
struggling to simply survive. In response to this 
state of affairs, AIM in Minneapolis has created a 
support network to help the urban American In- 
dian population maintain its culture. AIM works to 
provide housing, education, social services, secu- 
rity patrol, recreation, job training and placement. 
They have realized these services are necessary for 
strengthening a sense of community. AIM helps 
people on the fringe of society who have been 
murdered, coverted, or misled into assimilation to 
realize the power we all wield when we join to- 
gether towards acommon goal. AIM understands it 
is necessary to make sure people are fed, housed, 
spiritually inspired, educated, entertained and their 
culture maintained. 

AIM has been vigilant in addressing 
the issues that define the community, 
such as spiritual and cultural redis- 
covery, celebration and ceremony, 
repatriation of land and the return of 
human remains and artifacts. The 
lesson is that people are more likely 
to be motivated to action if their 
basic needs are met. 

For the first time in an 
urban area, Earth First!ers 
in the US have created an 
-. ongoing land occupation 
* that works towards realiz- 
ing these shared goals. The 
_. Minnehaha Free State 


>” meets Reoeies basic needs, 
‘is culturally diverse and 


provides hope. We have 
established a sovereign 
nation that operates by consensus and have built 
cross-cultural alliances that have energized and 
activated many people. Artists and activists from all 
over the country have visited our community, 
including Mitch Walking Elk, Robert Hoyt, Casey 
Neill, Thunder Nation, Dennis Banks and Whiteship 
of Peace from Japan. Free Staters have supported 
peace activist actions, publicly denounced the 
bombing of Iraq, supported Mumia, joined protests 
against police brutality, spoken out at hearings to save 
the buffalo and participated in Critical Mass bike 
blockades. We are supporting other struggles and 
being supported in return. 

The powers-that-be could not allow the 
Minnehaha Free State to survive because of the 
rebellion, hope, and imagination it inspired; so last 
December 600 cops raided it, torturing people for 
acting as if they were in a free country. They tried 
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our spirits because we were a living symbol to the 
larger community of the alternative to the homog- 
enized, neatly over-packaged, corporate, consumer 
culture that is destroying the Earth. We forced them 
to take the mask of democracy off and expose the 
face of fascism that truly rules here.. 

Our experience in Minneapolis has led us to believe 
it would be wise for all of us to create communities 
and develop infrastructures that will meet the basic 


“If we organize effectively enough 
we can build the mass movement 
necessary to incite cultural 
revolution, de-industrialization, 
radical redistribution of wealth 
and peace.” 


needs of a culture of creative resistance in city neigh- 
borhoods throughout the nation. If we build geo- 
graphically concentrated communities of people 
who share a common vision, we stand a greater 
chance of sustaining ourselves through certain 
state oppression, potential starvation and poten- 
tially violent chaos. If we are surrounded by 
people we love and trust in land-based commu- 
nities within the city, we will be much more able 
to respond to the changing conditions of the 
world. We will be prepared, rather than left 
reeling and reacting to crisis. 

We can join squatters in reclaiming homes to 
provide housing. We can work with Food not 
Bombs on their turf, as they have always sup- 
ported our forests actions. Guerrilla gardeners 
should reclaim empty city lots, creating beauty 
and food. Anarcho-punks, artists and radical 
theatre troops can provide entertainment, sup- 
plying not only bread but circuses as well. It is 
important for our movement to be able to pro- 
vide for our basic needs if we want to build a 
brighter future. If we organize effectively and 
densely enough we can build the mass move- 
ment necessary to incite cultural revolution, 
de-industrialization, radical redistribution of 
wealth and hopefully bring about peace. 

Urban organizing, in conjunction with forest 
activism, may be Grandma Earth’s best bet for 
survival and our best bet for destroying the con- 
trol the capitalist patriarchy has over the web of 
life. We have both the opportunity and the 
imperative to build these communities. Only 
with the nurturing and support that true com- 
munities like the Minnehaha Free State have to 
offer will our movement thrive as a source of 
inspiration and a wellspring of active resistance. 
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Dear EF!, 

Answer: A vacation. 

Question: What do the yokels 
in my area of the country call 
sitting on the front porch with a 
6-pack and a bug zapper? 

They also get their kicks by 
running over turtles in the road. 
But I’ve got an idea that should 
curb their penchant for turtle- 
cakes. Shape mud in the form of 
a turtle and fill it with large nails. 
When it dries, disguise it with 
black, brown and green spray 
paint. Then place it in the road 
on the yellow line within 100 
feet of a four way stop. That way, 
no one will be going too fast, and 
only the jerks wanting to kill a 
turtle will have to change a tire. 

Sincerely, 
» —MaArk LYNCH 


Greetings, extend her thanx to 
all at Earth First! for the support 
they have continued to give to 
the Green Belt Movement. We at 
GBM are grateful to you and 
thank you for raising awareness 
of our struggle with the Karura 
Forest in the Journal for Earth 
First! (Sometimes I feel that one 
exclamation point is not enough) 

:-). Thank you . 
—MutTA, GREEN BELT MOVEMENT, 
Nairrosi, Kenya. 


Ted Kaczynski to John Zerzan 
November 29, 1998 
Dear (John), 

Yes; send me a copy of your 
new book. 

Concerning EF!, my sugges- 
tion is that the real revolution- 
aries among them should with- 


draw from the existing EF! and 
form their own movement, 
which would exclude mere re- 
formers, liberals, leftists, etc. 
who are afraid of “alienating the 
middle class.” (Imagine how the 
war against Hitler would have 
turned out if Allied soldiers had 
been afraid of “alienating the 
Nazis.”) Such a splinter EF! 
movement might start small, but 
I have a feeling that it would 
grow pretty rapidly. 

I suggest that one of the big- 
gest mistakes modern American 
revolutionaries make is that, in 
the name of “tolerance,” they 
let anyone and everyone of a 
vaguely rebellious disposition 
join their movements. The re- 
sult is that they get diluted, or 
even swamped, by large num- 
bers of make-believe revolution- 


aries for whom rebellion is only 
a game. Even if it sounds “intol- 
erant,” revolutionaries must 
form a movement that is exclu- 
sive to the extent that it incor- 
porates none but real revolution- 
aries. Only in this way can the 
movement have cohesion and 
the capacity for vigorous action. 
Feel free to pass this note on to 
the editor of the EF! Journal. She 
can publish it if she likes. 
Best regards, 
—TED KACzyNski 
04475-046 
ADMINISTRATIVE MAXIMUM FACILITY, 
PO Box 8500, Florence, CO 
81226-8500. 


Dear SFB, 

Great to see the “open letter on 
political divison within EF!” I 
agree with the 75 at the organiz- 


that non-violence is always at- 
tainable are watching too much 
tele-tubbie! There’s some bad 
people afoot who will do bad 
things to you as it is their only 
means of expression. Are you 
ready for them? Have you seen 
the Klan in action when they 
know the police will not inter- 
vene? Seen the video of the 
Greensboro massacre? We’ve got 
some ultra right-wing red necks 
round these parts who won't hesi- 
tate to dish out abuse as the rap- 
ture is imminent anyhow! Don’t 
beanyone’s punching bag, friends. 
Ramona Africa stated that accept- 
ing violence to one’s person is a 
form of condoning it. She’s right! 

—FREEBIRD IN N.C. 


Contented on ‘eta 26 


toe08 


Mixy- Tunic 1999 Earth First! Page 3 


~ Ww LILI LLG LL LOLA LALLA LLL LAL, SO IOLA LOI LI I, OI I, 
Se ewer a. ce 


iecatantamememeandines “acaaemmapmeamen 


Pee, «+ 


Green Steal 


Should EF! Work with the Steel Union? 


BAD IDEA 


BY JOHN ZERZAN 


In recent months some Earth First!ers 
have assisted the United Steelworkers of 
America (USWA) in their strike against 
the Maxxam corporation. Maxxam and 
its boss, Charles Hurwitz, have been the 
enemy in the EF! attempt to save red- 
woods in the Northern California Head- 
waters Campaign. 

Now there is growing talk of an anti- 
Maxxam, pro-environmentalliance be- 
tween EF! and the steelworkers union. 
A USWA organizer proposed such a 
partnership in March at the Environ- 
mental Law Conference in Eugene, Or- 
egon, to enthusiastic applause. 

I think such a development would 
be a serious step backward, not a way 
forward for the radical environmen- 
tal movement, consider the follow- 
ing aspects: 

¢Industrialism 

Industrial civilization is a disaster for 
the natural world. The health of the 
United Steelworkers of America is more 
steelworkers, more steel mills. Kind of 
obvious. 

eUnionism 

The USWA is out to “topple 
Maxxam!” Baloney. It has never 
toppled anything and never will. As 
most workers (and even most leftists) 
realize, unions are police agents, in 
place largely to control workers. Each 

union local is the property of an inter- 
national union, and dissident activity 
goes nowhere for that reason. Ifa local 
starts to get out of line, the interna- 
tional puts it into receivership, i.e. 
takes it over. Meanwhile, the USWA 
gets free pickets and other EF! support. 
What does the environment get? 

*Reformism 

Unions are pillars of industrial soci- 
ety. Any strategy that depends on and 
strengthens unions further cements the 
dominant, oppressive order. An “envi- 
ronmental” policy that issues from an 
EF!/USWA partnership would be very 
tame and limited, more likely on the 
order of current Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency orientation, and would tend 
to limit radical efforts. 

*Absence of Autonomy 


Ties to bureaucratic organized labor 
constitute a much more mediated, 
officialized direction than EF! has previ- 
ously stood for. How about directly 
communicating with workers rather 
than agreements with their union 
agents? It would be harder, but going 
against the grain always is. 

So very unsurprising that the main 
push to link up with the United Steel- 
workers of America comes from North- 
ern California, that hotbed of model 
citizen “activism.” The tame, reformist 
outlook of these folks counsels others to 
get behind this projected development, 
to be “practical.” I think abolishing the 
whole devouring, ruinous system is the 
“practical” thing to do! Let’s go forward 
with what needs to be done, not back- 
ward into the embrace of what has so 
obviously failed nature and added to 
the domestication of humans. 


GOOD IDEA 


BY MIKAL JAKUBAL ' 


The Journal staff asked me to reply to 
John Zerzan’s comments since I have 
been involved in the enviro/labor effort 
with the United Steelworkers of America 
(USWA) since the beginning. While it 
will be clear that I differ with John on 
most of his points, I nevertheless find it 
useful that someone has begun this 
discussion. I’m less concerned here with 
proving a point than with offering per- 
spective. My views are based on my own 
experience and observations, and I en- 
courage continued critical discussion. 
Last October, forest activists from 
Humboldt County, CA, contacted the 
USWA (who also work in aluminum), 
and went to the struck Kaiser Alumi- 
num (aMaxxam subsidiary) plants. Con- 
nections made on these trips sparked 
several actions, including the dramatic 
Kaiser ore-ship blockade at the Port of 
Tacoma (see EF!/] Feb-March 1999) and 
an anti-Maxxam rally in Scotia, CA with 
150 steelworkers. There have been on- 
going joint enviro/labor actions around 
the country since then, and the move- 
ment is rapidly growing. 
As for John’s comments, there is no, 
“Earth First!/USWA alliance;” it is better 
understood as a labor/environmental 


collaboration. And such collaboration 
is not merely “proposed”—it has been 
alive and kicking since October. This 
has helped open communication be- 
tween enviros and working-class people 
in other industries. One point that most 
of us have emphasized from the begin- 
ning is that steelworkers don’t have to 
become environmentalists, and wedon’t 
have to become unionists. 

Point 1. The USWA does not build 
smelters, they just advocate for those 
who work them. If the USWA ever holds 
a “Build More Smelters Now!” rally, you 
won’t find me or many EFlers there. I 
am not personally as concerned with 
the “health of the USWA” as with the 
health of the individual human beings 
whom I’ve met and the concerns they 
have. Guess what? Most of us want the 
same things: Home, family, meaning- 
ful livelihood, community, health— 
basic stuff. Both John and I have eco- 
nomic situations that allow us freedom 
and spare time to be activists. You 
won’t get very far telling someone with 
a family and house payments that in- 
dustrialism is a disaster so they should 
just quit and make their living publish- 
ing radical books for the anarcho-primi- 
tivist micro-ghetto. 

Point 2. It has been argued that the 
reason that many industrialists invited 
unions in to organize their plants was 
to guarantee employee discipline and 
prevent things like anarcho-syndical- 
ism and wildcat strikes. So? This is not 
about “unions,” but about people and 
opening lines of communication and 
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Deep-cover Earth Agent, Jakubal scabbed for days 
inside aluminum plants, sowing seeds he hopes 
will help environmentalists and workers 
overthrow Maxxam. 


action between us. Enviros don’t have 
to become cheerleaders for unionism 
anymore than the other way around. 
Anyone wondering about how work- 
ers feel about the union should go ask 
them personally. 

Our joint actions have been fun, edu- 
cational and beneficial for both sides. 
And there have been as many “pro- 
environment” actions as “pro-strike” 
ones. Being realistic, these actions have 
mostly served to boost mutual morale 


and provide opportunities to open dis- 
cussion about more strategically signifi- 
cant future collaboration. 

Point 3. Most EF! activism is already 
basically reformist, aimed more at a 
change in corporate or government 
policy than revolution per se. Either 
way, Our strategy does not depend on 
unions any more than it depends on the 
Sierra Club. It does depend on broaden- 
ing our radical outreach, education and 
communication efforts to the broadest 
possible audience. What we seek is 
direct, unmediated communication 
with individual human beings about 
matters of mutual concern. We’ve been 
able to do this with the steelworkers. In 
the case of Pacific Lumber employees, 
unionization would finally allow this 
communication to take place by re- 
moving the fear of being unemployed 
and homeless simply for talking with 
their neighbors. 

No radical efforts will be limited by 
broadening the movement. Individual 
EFlers and autonomous EF! groups can 
always choose their priorities for them- 
selves. The steelworkers would never 
let EF! dictate how to run the Kaiser 
strike so why would anyone think that 
EFlers would let the USWA officials 
direct the forest campaigns? Both sides 
should proceed with openness and a 
friendly skepticism. 

Point 4. We should go to union halls, 
hang out at picket lines, go to bars with 
them, party together. That, in fact, is 
exactly what we’ve been doing. 

The reason that the “main push to 
link up with the United Steelworkers 
comes from Northern California” is that 
both of us are fighting a common’en- 
emy—Maxxam—and this gave us a 
simple and logical point around which 
to begin communication [Ed. note: A 
great deal of steelworker outreach is also 
being organized in Washington state]. 
Nearly all activist groups have “out- 
reach to the labor movement” on their 
agendas but don’t know how to go 
about it. We finally opened the door. 

I know that John has had some (ap- 
parently bad) experiences with unions 
in the past. Perhaps he and others could 
share their insights with newer activ- 
ists. That would go further than blanket 
dismissals and absolutist statements. If 
nothing more comes out of this whole 
eco/labor effort than a little more hu- 
man communication and some new 
perspectives, it will have been worth it. 

For more information, contact Rob 
Lalicker of the USWA Local 7945 in 
Tacoma, WA at (253) 272-4748; 
WWwW.uswa.org. 


Wolves & Poodles 


A wolf barking up the right tree to Wall Street Journal reporter Bob Ortega 
for breaking out of the pack of the running dogs of the counter-revolution and 
deftly exposing the checkered past and present of our incredibly inept, but still 
P annoying, arch-nemesis Barry Clausen. His March 2, WSJ profile, “To Barry 


Clausen, the Woods are Full of Eco-Terrorists,” hit all the high points: 

Clausen’s shadowy drug connections with the Feds, cozy relationship with 

the timber giants that fund him and the outrageous ways Clausen 

manipulates the media into helping him accomplish his life’s 
mission of jerking around Earth First! 

An aging, but still raging, silver granny wolf to 
shotgun-wielding Hildegard von Waldenburg, 79, 
who confronted workers cutting down trees near her 
Nassau, New York property. An AP story said she told 
the fellers, “If you don’t stop cutting my trees, I shoot 
you!” Whoa, Hildegard, that’s not very nonviolent! 

A defiant wolf whose spirit remains unbroken to 

British animal liberation warrior Keith Mann who 
! was recently released after four years in prison for 
sh i “ criminal damage to meat vehicles, attempted incitement, 
uly) possession of explosive materials, attempted arson and escaping 
from police custody. We’re overjoyed to have you back in our pack! 
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A two-faced poodle that only gives lip-service to supporting biodiversity 
to the Smithsonian Institution for petitioning the Feds for an exemption 
to the Endangered Species Act so it could import the carcass of a rare Central 
Asian bighorn sheep killed by infamous Texas trophy hunter Kenneth 
Behring. To thank them, the blood-thirsty aristocrat and former Seattle 
Seahawks owner, donated $20 million to the venerable Institution a few 
weeks later. 

A neurotic poodle rearing its ugly head again to mad scientist Dr. 
Reinhold Rasmussan, who has been making headlines by touting his 
theory that trees cause pollution. Rasmussan first made the kooky “killer 
trees” argument about the deleterious effects of natural hydrocarbons 
released by trees while acting as an advisor to foolish former-president 
Ronald Reagan. Fortunately, once again botanists have 
been quick to dismiss Rasmussan’s claims. eS 

A clean-shaven poodle with cultural co-optation 
on its mind to Mademoiselle. In its April-issue feature 
story about the radical womyn who attended the 1998 
Ruckus Womyn’s Action Camp in Austin, Texas, the 
magazine’s photo editors underhandedly 
airbrushed away the golden locks that naturally Zp, 
adorn the armpits of one of the radical womyn, hy 
evidently so as not to offend their Nair-addicted 
readership. 


HEADWATERS DEAL 


{ BY KAREN PICKETT 


Seven minutes short of the March 1 midnight deadline, 
government agencies and Pacific Lumber/Maxxam signed 
the Headwaters forest deal. What really happened? What 
does it mean, and what do we—who have been fighting for 

} the ancient redwoods, salmon and other wildlife—do now? 
This has been a hostage situation since day one, with 
4 corporate raider Charles Hurwitz sitting in the driver’s seat. 
4 As a long-time Headwaters activist said in reaction to 
passage of the deal, “Now that we’ve paid the ransom and 
freed the hostages, it’s time to go after the kidnappers.” This 
deal rewards Hurwitz handsomely for his crimes against 
the people and communities of California, against! hisown 
shareholders and crimes against nature. Ps 

The Headwaters forest campaign has beén raging! for 12 
years. For over two years, the Headwaters deal] ‘pr ‘ocess has" 
been very politically charged”and_has’ had’ a numb 


and breathe a sigh of relief for the ancient groves that will 
never see the sharp side of Hurwitz’s chain saws. And 
perhaps a shorter sigh can be breathed for the other old- 
growth groves—Allen Creek, Shaw Creek, Bell Lawrence and 
the other remnant and residual tracts of forest that are 
designated off-limits for the 50-year life ofthe HGP. But it is 
crucial to realize that only 10 percent’Of, Headwaters forest 
is. permanently protected. This is not é€ ough to.save its 
endangered species ora viable, icié ent rec iwood ecosystem. 
Many areas are still eile “including 9,000 acres of 
ancient and’fesidual old-growthyDouglas fir in the Mattole 
and Bear River watersheds. Luna, the tree that Julia Butterfly 
Sits in, is notin a protected area. More than 8,000"acres of 
_g@idual ancient forest will not ¢ surveyed for endan- 
( gered species before being put on the’thopping block and 
Das “neither will 460 acres of ancient’Tedwood forest, much of it 
jown, to be occupied, by Mmurrelets. 
The é “Hole in the Headwaters,” a 750-acre approved log- 
ging plan, within the boundaries of the preserve on the 


dous vested interést in.ityMhat vested interest ‘fueled the “South*Fork of the Elk River, one of the five best coho 


drive to finally constimmate a deal that left thosé negotiat.., 


ing.ofi the government side vulnerable to the demands “OE 


Charles Hurwitz, CEO of Maxxam, who stood:t6" benefit 
most. The negotiation process was skewed ffom the begin- 
ning) as the onl) y ones at the table,wére officials from the 
sf the Interior, politicians such as Dianne 
Feinstéin, top level US: Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
National Marine» Fisheries Service (NMFS) staff and other 
governmentteps negotiating with PL/Maxxam corporados. 
Those who fought for Headwaters from the beginning were 
not at the table. Nor were the scientists. 


The deal in a nutshell 

As diverse as the forest biology is, as multi-faceted as the 
campaign has become, so was the deal which carried a 
number of tenants, all of which needed to be approved for 
it to be finalized. Once the dust settled, this is what the deal 
gave us in a nutshell: 

eTransfer of 10,000 acres of redwood forestland to public 


hands. This includes the 3,000-acre Headwaters Grove, 
Elkhead Springs Grove and 


surrounding buffers. The pur- 
chase of Owl Creek Grove, 
and acreage in Grizzly Creek 
was authorized separately 
and is being negotiated based 
on appraisals of the land 
(about half of the 10,000 acres 
is old growth). Providing for 
this acquisition is an expen- 
diture of nearly half a billion 
taxpayer dollars. According 
to a ‘95 Department of Jus- 
tice evaluation, that’s nearly 
20 times the fair market value. 

Charles Hurwitz paid $900 million for the whole company 
in 1985 when it was rich in assets and old-growth forests. 
You do the arithmetic. 

A habitat conservation plan (HCP)/sustained yield plan 
(SYP). This 50-year management plan for the rest of PL’s 
210,000 acres is essentially an application for permission to 
kill endangered species and destroy habitat protected un- 
der law. Rather than assuring full compliance with the 
embattled federal Endangered Species Act, the plan pro- 
vides bucketloads of loopholes through catchy provisions 
like “watershed analysis” and “adaptive management” 
processes. All of these plans are subject to a “no surprises” 
clause that allows changes in only one direction—weaken- 
ing the protection that full enforcement of state and federal 
laws would otherwise provide. 

eA contract with the state of California. This provides 
protection for nearly 8,000 acres of potential marbled 
murrelet habitat for the 50-year life of the HCP. However, 
less than half of those acres are actually viable habitat 
because the bird is old-growth dependent, and only 1,446 
acres are old growth and 2,700 are residual. The contract 
also provides penalties for illegal logging by PL/Maxxam, 
for which they have become infamous. Logging in off- 
limits wildlife habitat now brings a $1,000 fine plus 150 
percent of the stumpage value of each tree. For murrelet 
nesting trees, the penalties are a $3,000 fine plus 250 
percent stumpage value. 


What’s wrong with the deal? 
We got ancient forest lands out of Maxxam’s hands and 
into the public’s. That is good right? It makes sense to pause 
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of, 
agency officials and_elected representatives with tremen-_ 


Spawning streams in California remains unprotected, as 
does the site where David “Gypsy” Chain was killed. This 
area has been protected by a continuous vigil and treesits 
since his death on September 17. 

The precedents this deal sets are dangerous on all counts! 
You can bet that Louisiana Pacific, Georgia Pacific, 
Weyerhaeuser, Simpson, Plum Creek, Boise Cascade and 
other timber giants were paying close attention to this deal, 
watching how far the agencies could be pushed. The most 
visible and publicly scrutinized HCP process to date has left 
them licking their chops at the high price commanded for 
public acquisition of habitat. 

There is no doubt the coho got screwed by this deal. 
Salmon habitat is so severely degraded and depleted that 
survival, much less recovery of the Northern California 
coho, is certainly not assured. Under the law, incidental take 
permits, central to the HCP, cannot threaten the survival 
and recovery of endangered wildlife, but this one does. But 
as longtime frontline forest activist Judi Bari said when this 
deal was first proposed two years ago, “We need to save what 

we can now, and fight like 

hell for the rest.” 


How do we fight like 


hell for the rest? 


eSupport the legal chal- 
lenges that the Environmen- 
tal Protection Information 
Center (EPIC) is mounting. 
It will be costly and tough, 
and we all need to support 
their efforts in whatever way 
we can. Send donations for 


aaqing {Joan Aq ojoyd 


At the HCP hearings in Oakland, CA, in November legal challenges to EPIC, POB 


397, Garberville, CA 95542. 
¢Debt for Nature Swap: The Office of Thrift and Supervi- 
sion and the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, arms of 
the US Treasury, have outstanding claims against Hurwitz 
and Maxxam stemming from his crashing of his Savings and 
Loan in Texas that cost taxpayers $1.6 billion to bail out. If 
satisfaction of the debt were translated into assets other than 
cash (i.e., redwood forestland owned by the debtor Hurwitz), 
this debt for nature swap could go a long way in achieving 
fuller protection for Headwaters. Write to Chair, Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation, 550 17th St. NW, Washing- 
ton DC, 20429 and to the Office of Thrift and Supervision, 
1700 G St. NW, Washington DC, 20552. 

*Real protection for the now designated “Headwaters 
Preserve” will include an Environmental Impact Statement 
process and public hearings, which are expected to com- 
mence in early summer. Headwaters Grove has been opened 
to the public without any environmental assessment of the 
impact of trampling in this pristine wilderness. It is under 
Bureau of Land Management jurisdiction in the interim, 
and the first thing the agencies did was install a public toilet. 
We don’t want a Headwaters Disneyland! 

eSupport frontline activists like Julia Butterfly who re- 
mains 180-feet up defending the trees unprotected by the 
deal, as does Nate Madsen tree sitting up in the Freshwater 
watershed, as are sitters in Grizzly Creek. It is not time to 
unplug yet. Contact Northcoast EF! at POB 28, Arcata, CA 

95518; (707) 825-6598. 

Stay in touch with the Headwaters hotline for updates at 
(S10) 835-6303. For more information contact the Bay Area 
Coalition for Headwaters, 2530 San Pablo Ave., Berkeley, CA 
94702; bach@igc.org. 
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GOVERNMENT AND Inpustry Beat Seats Bioopy 


275,000 harp seals to be clubbed to death in Canada 


BY PATRICIA GRAY AND RoD CORONADO 


Canada’s resumption of its seal war began this 
year when an estimated 300,000 harp seals were 
spotted off Prince Edward Island (PEI). Thirty seal- 
ing vessels advanced into the area of the herds, 
opening a national park area to hunting. But the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) says 
that, “there is a misnomer that there is a protected 
area around PEI where the seals cannot be hunted. 
Some people actually want to call it a sanctuary.” 
Canada’s harp seal hunt is the largest marine mam- 
mal slaughter in the world and just the latest in an 
ecological war of genocidal proportions waged 
against seals for over 200 years. 

On March 19, the killing fleet was in place. A 

Canadian Coast Guard ship sailed from the Magdalen 
Islands breaking ice for a small fleet of sealing vessels. 
By afternoon they were five miles off PEI’s North Shore 
according to Pat Gray, aresi- 
dent documenting the 
slaughter. The seals were on 
moving ice four miles off- 
shore in PEI National Park. 
Fisheries Minister David 
Anderson has set this year’s 
quota at 275,000 seals 
though it is estimated that 
tens of thousands more die 
after being wounded. DFO 
acknowledged that hun- 
dreds of carcasses washed 
up on PEI shores last year, 
stating that they didn’t re- 
flect “any great increase in 
the number of seals who 
perish each year. It wasn’t 
anything extravagant.” DFO 
says the hunt area is subdi- 
vided into administrative ar- 
eas, and any one area can be closed down. This is not 
to protect seals but to prevent the public from witness- 
ing the slaughter. “We try to maintain a five-to-seven 
mile distance so it’s not visible on shore,” said DFO. 
Photographic evidence shows seals are repeatedly 
clubbed and not killed with a single blow. 

On March 21, Gray wrote, “I had been told that seal 
pups were spotted along the western shore of the 
island. I was surprised to see the remains of a seal hunt 
offshore—carcasses of seal pups left on the ice and 
blood everywhere. I spotted a fishing boat with four 
people on board slowly working its way through the 
ice, stopping now and then to allow a sealer to jump 
onto an ice pan and drag pelts onboard. There were 
Coast Guard helicopters in the area buzzing back and 
forth, setting down on the ice and taking off again to 
somewhere between PEI and New Brunswick.” 

The Canadian government—in an attempt to pre- 
vent photographic documentation of the slaughter— 
requires journalists to go through a criminal back- 
ground check. They also cannot get closer than 25 
meters from a sealer, are restricted to a five-mile radius 
of a fixed point and must update DFO about their 
whereabouts. 

International media complain the government is 
infringing on the freedom of the press to report on the 
atrocities that take place on the ice. On March 24, 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) confirmed 
that sealers attacked members of International Fund 
for Animal Welfare (IFAW) and journalists observing 
the hunt in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The group 
obtained permits and landed in an area designated by 
the DFO next to a Coast Guard helicopter. The Coast 
Guard helicopter left the group to observe the blood 
and seal carcasses all over the ice unescorted. Two 
sealers approached on a snowmobile, picking up pelts 
while waving and beckoning to other sealers a short 
distance away. The observers, sensing there may be 
trouble, walked back to their helicopter. Suddenly, 
both observers were hit and one was grabbed from the 
back, his video camera torn from his hands, the 
camera and film destroyed. A club was placed under 
his chin, pushing his head back, and seal blood was 
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smeared on both their faces. A helicopter with RCMP 
officers landed shortly afterwards and questioned the 
sealers before releasing them. 

On March 22, two international reporters were 
arrested and forced to march to a Coast Guard vessel 
for allegedly failing to maintain a 25-meter distance 
from sealers. An observer and member of the British 
Parliament stated, “There is international concern 
over the Canadian seal hunt, and observers from 
different countries are therefore in everyone’s interest. 
Since arriving last weekend I have witnessed hassle 
and obstruction of those seeking to witness the hunt. 
This will only heighten concerns that there are prac- 
tices happening that the authorities would prefer we 
did not see.” A spokesperson for IFAW also said, 
“There is clearly a campaign of harassment by sealers, 
aided and abetted by the Canadian government against 
citizens and visitors who have a legal right to witness 
this open-air hunt. Each year sealers head to the ice 
and openly 
violate Marine 
Mammal 
Regulations 
and the Cana- 
dian Criminal 
Code. Itis clear 
that this gov- 
ernmentis un- 
able to prop- 
erly regulate 
the hunt, and 
itis clearer still 


that the DFO 
would rather co- 
erce and intimi- 
date journalists 
than have the re- 
ality of the hunt 
continue to be 
seen by Canadi- 
ans.” 

On March 26, 
Gray reported 
from the air, 
“Against a black sea far below are tiny dark shapes 
lying scattered in a pristine world. Absorbing the 
warmth of early spring sunshine, seal pups huddle in 
their ice cradles around cracks of open water between 
ice flows. The helicopter flies further north. Below the 
horizon a faint grey wisp of smoke rises from the blood 
red hull of the Canadian Coast Guard ship, Sir William 
Alexander, as it breaks through thick pans of ice. 
Dwarfed and following close behind are four sealing 
vessels. Ten more sealing vessels can be seen scattered 
along the lead just opened by another Coast Guard 
ship. In the midst of this convoy of death, a sealing 
helicopter sets down on the ice. Snowmobiles towing 
sleds loaded with bloodied pelts work their way to- 
ward the aircraft. The scene is grizzly with strings of 
bloodied snow crisscrossing to form crimson trails 
over the ice and black skinned carcasses are every- 
where. This is not a hunt; this a systematic slaughter. 
While these pups lie at the ruthlessness of clubs, the 
rest of this battle against nature is waged with all the 
trappings of modern technology; helicopters, ATVs 
and snowmobiles gird this event, but a more primitive 
killing method prevails. Sealers use a “Hakapik,” aclub 
with a hook at one end, to gore and repeatedly plunge 
deep into the young seals’ skulls. 

A Canadian Coast Guard helicopter appears. An 
RCMP officer on board motions to get away. A voice 
crackles over the radio, “Too close, too close!” Flying 
further west, sealers can be seen moving on the ice. 
Small boats are scattered, and everywhere there are 
trails of blood and still black forms. Six more sealing 


Slaughtered in the name of seafood. 


vessels face into the ice as a Coast Guard helicopter 
hovers above, monitoring the brutality of three seal- 
ers. Two snowmobiles towing pelts move in the direc- 
tion of the vessels. A Coast Guard helicopter appears 
and the official inside motions us to leave this zone. 
What terror lurks beyond the barrier Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans has erected? If this way of life is 
valid then why would the institutions charged with 
protecting it hide it from the world? Whereis the pride 
that motivates these people to continue with their 
traditions? Canada seems likely to go to any length to 
prevent the world from discovering blood on its ice. 
The Canadian government has effectively closed the 
sealing area to observers and imposed an Iron Curtain 
around it in an attempt to hide the truth.” 

A primary excuse to justify the slaughter is that seals 
threaten local fisheries. But the government ignores 
reports that harp seals feed on non-commercial fish 
that prey on commercial fish, and nursing seals fast 
while in Canadian waters. In 1998, a petition by 97 
Society for Marine Mammalogy biologists stated, “All 
scientific efforts to find an effect of seal predations on 
Canadian groundfish stocks have failed to show any 
impact. Overfishing remains the only scientifically 
demonstrated problem.” 

The ecological balance between seals and fish dem- 
onstrates why prior to commercial exploitation, tens 
of millions of seals coexisted with what once was some 
of the world’s most abundant fish populations. A 
French settler in 1760, after seeing harp seals pass in 
their annual migration near Newfoundland, said, 
“they filled the sea from shore to horizon for ten days 
and nights!” Meanwhile, pri- 
vate experts say it’s only a 


the bankruptcy of fishing 
companies or the extinction 
of their quarry arrives. An 
American delegate to a Febru- 


fishing nations stated that, 
“globally, the problem of 
overcapacity in the world’s 
fleet is probably the single 
greatest threat to the world’s 
fish resources. Within the 
next decade orso, ifwedonot 
take steps to address the prob- 
lem of overcapacity, then the 
demand for wild fish stocks is 
going to exceed the supply.” 
Some experts say this has al- 
ready happened suggesting that fish are being caught 
faster than they can reproduce. Until the collapse 
comes, harp seals and other marine wildlife will con- 
tinue to be scapegoated. 

In addition to the seal’s fur, penises are being mar- 
keted as aphrodisiacs and sold in Asian herb shops 
worldwide for as much as $200. Newfoundland’s 
Fisheries Minister has been promoting seal products 
in China, Thailand, Japan and Korea and recently told 
a reporter, “If we do our marketing right and get into 
these countries, in five, ten years down the road 
sealing could be worth at least $100 million a year. The 
Chinese are looking for new products, new meat, new 
species of animals such as seals and other marine 
mammals.” Echoing this is Roger Simon, DFO re- 
source manager in PEI who on April 5 said, “With the 
increase in seals and prices, the sealing industry is on 
a comeback.” 

A missionary explorer once used the newborn harp 
seal to explain Bible stories to the indigenous people of 
the North. The “lamb of God” was translated to “kotik” 
or baby seal. That was then, this is now. On Prince 
Edward Island Pat Gray voices dismay at this year’s 
slaughter, “This is a crime against nature—these seals 
do not belong to Canada; these seals are migratory 
animals. They belong to the world.” After over 30 years 
of protests, letter writing, boycotts and direct action, 
the killing still continues. If the combined efforts of the 
animal welfare, animal rights and conservation move- 
ments cannot stop the Canadian seal slaughter, what 
hope is there for the rest of the natural world? 
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Muroer, GeEnocive AND Petro. in COLUMBIA 


BY SHANNON WRIGHT AND STEVE KRETZMANN 
“We are seeking an explanation for this ‘progress’ that 


_ goes against life. We are demanding that this kind of 


progress stop, that oil exploitation in the heart of the Earth 
is halted, that the deliberate bleeding of the Earth stop.” 
—STATEMENT OF THE U’wa PEOPLE, AuGust 8, 1998 

We were in Oregon at the Environmental Law 
Conference to address the connection between oil 
and human rights violations when we got the news 
that Ingrid Washinawatok, Lahe’ena’e Gay and 


bia living in oil regions, however, this has brought 
only pollution and conflict. 

Oil and violence are inextricably linked in Colom- 
bia. Occidental’s Cano Limon pipeline, just north of 
the U’wa people’s territory, has been attacked by 
guerrillas more than 500 times in its 12 years of 
existence, spilling some 1.7 million barrels of crude 
oil into the soil and rivers. The Colombian govern- 
ment has militarized oil production and pipeline 
zones. In the process they persecute the local popu- 
lations that they assume are helping guerrillas. 


by the threat of guerrilla violence and increasing 
militarization of the region. By opposing the oil 
project, the U’waare exercising their right to protect 
their people and land and to avoid turning their 
homeland into a magnet for violence. The U’wa 
have declared if their rights are not respected and 
this project proceeds, they as a people will commit 
suicide. If their land and their culture is to die, they 
are determined to die with it. 

The risk in pursuing this project is clear. 
Occidental’s former business partner, Shell, pulled 


Terence Freitas had been murdered in Colombia. Arauca, where 
We never imagined our friend Terry would become __ our friends were 
the latest victim of petro-violence. Terry led an killed, isa major 
international campaign in support of the U’wa,an__ oil-producing 
indigenous Colombian group of 5,000 opposed to _— region, and has 
Los Angeles-based Occidental Petroleum’s plansto one ofthe high- 
drill for oil on their ancestral lands. Justice forour est documented 
friend requires an examination of Colombia’scycle rates of human 
of violence and of the role that oil projects playin rights abuses in 
that ongoing cycle. Colombia. 

Our national thirst for oil comes at a high price. In April 1992, 
Colombia has the worst human rights record of Occidental was 
any country in the Americas. In 1994, the US cut granted an ex- 
off financial assistance tothe Colombian military ploration per- 
over human rights concerns. A concerted lobby- mit to much of 
ing effort, led in part by the oil industry, suc- traditional U’wa 
ceeded in early 1997 in restoring then drastically territory. The 
increasing US military aid. company be- 

Colombia is the fourth-larg- 
est and fastest-growing ex- 
porter of oil in South America. 
Under pressure from the 
United States and international 
financial institutions, the Co- 
lombian government has 
turned to increasing oil pro- 
duction as a way to pay its 
debts. The US imports some 
260,000 barrels of oil a day 
from Colombia, making it the 
top consumer of Colombian 
oil. For the peoples of Colom- 


EZLN ON COLUMBIA DEATHS 


continued from front page 


On one of the first trips I made to Washington DC, an American Indian 
woman brought up the word “genocide” to describe the situation of the 
Zapatistas. And a severe criticism was embedded in the hushed room of a 
roomful of bureaucrats, Indian representatives and press. “Don’t you think 
you're exaggerating using that word, genocide... it is such a dramatic word.” 
What is wrong with a society that cannot acknowledge the brutality which is 
supposed to be ignored, because the victims of it, Indians, are invisible? 

And I remember Ingrid’s bright round eyes and the way they would fill 
with tears when she would hear the stories over and over again, when she 
would tap that well of sorrow which she knew so well as an American Indian. 
And I know somehow that at the moment of her death, she had no regrets 
about the way she had lived her life. In the hope that if this voice screamed 
loud enough, somehow this would make it stop. 

And now Ialsoimagine the pundits at the State Department are running through 
the official halls trying to figure out what “spin” they will put on Ingrid’s death. 
“How will we explain the death of three Americans? A tragic accident, a travesty, 
a dramatic exposure of the need toccontinue to fund the Drug War, Ignore the oil 
companies and their plunder: Ignore the exploitive trade agreements which deny 
farmers their livelihood. Ignoré the crumbling national governments which melt 
under the weight of.the International Monetary Fund. Ignoré'the corrupt police 
and army forces. Ignore t the burgeoningsocial movements which erupt everywhere 
in search of ‘hope, in of ‘Something better. than this’ devastation. This is the 
Third World, thé neoliberal pundits say, and the Third World willbe saved soon...” 

And Ingrid’s death joins-the list of the thousands” who have died giving witness 
to something thats. tettiblyv wrong V ‘with humanity: today—this obscene imbalance 
that imbues a few with more wealth than they cafreyer usein-their entire lives and 
condemns the large majority to nothing but a march, a protest, a hunger strike, a 
land occupation, a gun, a hardened, wrinkled hand bunched together in a fist. 

Forgive me if in my sorrow I am rhetorical and all over the place. This was my way 
of giving voice to the pain of her loss. Of honoring her life. Of marking her death. 

I send to Ingrid’s family and her loved ones all our consuelo, our hugs, our 
handshakes. We say to you that we honor Ingrid’s life and mourn her death. 
From the Zapatistas who knew Ingrid, even though they never met her, who 
dreamed her dreams, who touched her heart, who Know that in her death she 
will live forever, we salute Ingrid. Her hope remains untarnished. Her death 
now becomes another of the calluses which cushion our feet as we continue 
this long walk to freedom. We will endure, Ingrid. We will win. 

Cecilia Rodriguez is the EZLN representative in the United States and works for 
the National Commission for Democracy in Mexico. 


out of the deal last year, saying it did not want 
“another Nigeria.” A few months earlier, the Orga- 
nization of American States (OAS) and a team from 
Harvard University recommended “an immediate 
and unconditional suspension” of oil activity on 
U’wa lands. Occidental, however, is still pressing 
forward with plans to drill on the U’wa lands, 
further endangering the communities in the region. 

Despite the fact that oil is not the only cause of 
Colombia’s strife, ongoing investment in these 
4 =war-torn regions by oil companies plays a central 
aa role. Two years ago, the OAS’ InterAmerican Com- 
mission on Human Rights recognized oil compa- 
nies as responsible for the human rights violations, 
including the environmental and cultural destruc- 
tion, their activities bring to indigenous lands in 
Latin America. Oil companies argue that their 
“constructive engagement” in countries like Co- 
\. ge Aj lombia is a force for peace, but they adopt no 

Need | measures to back up these words. 

a Peace in Colombia cannot be achieved simply by 
diplomatic overtures. For the U’wa, this peace will 
only come with the cancellation of the oil project 
lieves the field holds ap- slated on their land, which, in the words of Terry 
proximately 1.5 billion Freitas, “hangs over them like a shadow of death.” 
barrels of oil, slightly less Steve Kretzmann is Oil Campaign Director for Project 
than what the US con- Underground and can be reached at (510) 705-8982. 
sumes in three months. Shannon Wright is the Director of the Beyond Oil 
Since the beginning, the Campaign at Rainforest Action Network and can be 
project has been plagued _ reached at (415) 398-4404. 


EXTRACTION BAN IN ECUADOR PARKS 


BY PRATAP CHATTERJEE 


Ecuadoran President Jamil Mahaud banned oil drilling, mining, logging and 
colonization in two major Ecuadorean national parks which lent a degree of 
protection to some 10,000 peoples from the Huaorani, Tagaeri and Taromenare 
tribes. Mahuad issued a decree on February 1 pledging to protect Cuyabeno- 
Imuya and Yasuni National Parks in eastern Ecuador, near the borders of Peru 
and Colombia. The parks total 2.7 million acres. Presidential decree gives these 
two national parks protection while Mahuad is in office. 

Organizations are now working to push this decree into Congressional law to 
ensure the area’s permanent protection. Meanwhile, conflict between commu- 
nities and oil corporations continues throughout other parts of Ecuador with 
Atlantic Richfield Corporation, Occidental and Texaco—all of whom are US- 
based oil multinationals—making the news in the last few weeks. The day after 
Mahuad issued this decree in Ecuador, representatives from indigenous Ecua- 
dorian communities were in a New York federal court before US District Judge 
Jed Rakoff to testify in a $1 billion class action lawsuit being filed by the 
communities against Texaco. The case has gone back and forth in courts with 
a judge ruling in 1994 that communites could sue in the US. 

The judge who made that decision died shortly afterward and Rakoff, who took 
over the case, subsequently ruled that. the Ecuadorean government had to join 
the suit for it to be heard in the US.-An appeals court has since Ordered Rakoff to 
make up his mind whether thé case should be heardin the US orin: Ecuador. The 
indigenous communities are arguing that the’ case should be heard in US courts 
because they say that government of Ecuador is too dependenton oil revenues, 
and its courts have no ienicé with these kinds of lawsuits: ‘Cristobal Bonifaz, 
lawyer for the-coi ities-remarks, “This is ah-inctedible catastrophe—they 
contaminated the: Jand,: they contaminated the tivers, they Killed the fish and 
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U aad man drinks from leaf cup. 


created a medical condition that is ‘going to get Worse | in the years to come.” 
On Feburary 1, Ecuadorari troops removed a group of zoek people who 
had occupied an oil installation owned by Atlantic Richfield orporation fora 


day near the town of Puyo in the Amazonian province of Pastaza. Locals from 
Pastaza descended on the camp to demand that Ecuador’s government spend 
$4 million in investments needed to complete a road to the town. The protest 
forced the company to cease work temporarily. “Despite an agreement with the 
army, the 300 protesters were brutally removed,” said Romulo Jurado, Secretary 
General of Puyo. Meanwhile, Occidental was forced to back down last month 
from its attempt to enforce an illegal agreement it made with a few Secoya 
leaders from one village who gave the company permission to drill for oilin the 
eastern corner of Ecuador. This temporary reprieve was won by the threat of 
legal action in Ecuador and lobbying at Occidental’s US headquarters by the 
Institute for Science and Interdisciplinary Studies, the Secoya Indigenous 
Organization of Ecuador and Friends of the Amazon Secoya. 
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Tripods Busted-up; Horse Butte Bison Trap Built 
New facility sends 47 buffalo off to slaughter 


BY Two JAILBIRDS 


On March 18 the Montana Department of Live- 
stock (DOL) stepped up its intimidation tactics 
against demonstrators protesting the slaughter of 
America’s last wild, free-roaming buffalo. More than 
20 law enforcement officers from the DOL, the 
Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office, Montana Highway 
Patrol, the US Forest Service, and the Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks arrived at 
the tripod that blocked the DOL from building a 
new buffalo capture facility. 

The two-month blockade incited a legal dispute 
between the DOL and the Forest Service over which 
agency should bear the liability for removing the 
structure and protesters. Deciding that killing dozens 
of buffalo on their winter range was more important 
than the liability issues, the DOL signed the permit 
and two days later moved in with force. 

With their excess of law enforcement, the coop- 
erating agencies were able to remove the ground 
support person. As plowing of the road and re- 
moval of several slash piles began, members of the 
Buffalo Field Campaign gathered forces in sup- 
port of the sitter to protest the actions against the 
buffalo. Numerous protesters filtered through the 
trees, gathering together in a presence of power 
encircling the scene. As the sitter began to sing 
the words to a Neil Young song, “It’s gonna take 
a lot of love to change the way things are,” silence 
came over the area. Several hours later, at about 
3:00 p.m., she was removed with a cherry picker 
and arrested for obstructing a “peace” officer and 
resisting arrest. 

Adding insult to injury, later that day, four cam- 
paign volunteers walked alongside four buffalo as 

several DOL agents remained on the road. When the 

agents saw the buffalo approaching they blocked the 
road with their snowmobiles refusing to move. The 
volunteers managed to move the buffalo around 
them over a 10-foot snowbank. 

After walking the buffalo to safety, the volun- 
teers walked past the agents, who tackled one 


witness without provocation and handcuffed him. 
Two others were arrested soon after. A fourth 
videotaped the incident and was repeatedly as- 
sured they would not be arrested. Over an hour 
later, when the county sheriff arrived, the volun- 
teer was arrested and his radio, video camera and 
the tape were confiscated. When asked why they 
were being arrested, the DOL gave no consistent 
response. Trumped-up charges of negligent endan- 
germent, for supposedly threatening the DOL with 
buffalo, were filed the next day. 


again, the DOL closed off the area and hazed 29 
buffalo into the trap; 18 were shipped to slaughter 
the next morning. Two more volunteers were ar- 
rested for obstruction when one locked herself to a 
cattle guard on the road and another attempted to 
lock the gates of the Duck Creek facility. 

Activists were able to document on video two 
separate permit violations, including snowmobile 
hazing in a zone 1 restricted area within one-quarter 
mile of a nest site, as well as hazing activities within 
one quarter mile of open water on the Madison River 
before 10:00 a.m. Copies of the video- 

. adj tape of the violations were submitted 
oo, 48~ to both the Forest Service and the 

"ea = Department of Fish and Wildlife, re- 
sulting in a warning against the DOL. 
The permit, however, will not be re- 
voked unless more violations occur. 

A white candle salvaged from the 
ruins of the blockade will be lit as 
part of an altar for the buffalo sacri- 
ficed this year in the name of cattle 
and disease. The candle will burn for 
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The government-sanctioned kill has murdered 94 wild bison this year. the 94 buffalo killed by the DOL and 


Wasting little time, the DOL began construction of 
the new bison trap within the next few days, moving 
forcefully in their effort to control the wild buffalo as 
they do livestock. By the third week of March the trap 
was nearly complete. Set in the area of an active bald 
eagle nest, the trap’s construction required the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service to issue a biological opinion 
authorizing a “take” of the nest, which allows the 
facility to displace the site and render it inactive. 
However, the take was authorized under the assump- 
tion that the trap’s construction would be completed 
when nesting season began on February 1. Construc- 
tion likely caused even more disturbance to the nest 
than operation alone, as it involved heavy machin- 
ery, a generator and floodlights that illuminate the 
area at night. 

The first major hazing effort at the newly-built 
Horse Butte capture facility occurred March 31. With 
the help of numerous law enforcement officers once 


for the hope and efforts of all those involved in the 
struggle for the Yellowstone buffalo. 

Please support the Bison Legal Defense Fundand help 
us stay out of jail andin the field where the buffalo need 
us. Send non-tax-deductible donations to the Bison 
Legal Defense Fund at the address below. Join us in 
saving the last free-roaming buffalo from the DOL and 
get free food and cabin lodging at the same time. 
Contact the Buffalo Field Campaign (formerly Buffalo 
Nations) at POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; 


(406) 646-0070; 646-007 1 (fax); buffalo@wildrockies.org; 


www. wildrockies.org/buffalo. 


Ed. note: On April 14 the DOL captured 71 bison in the 


newly-built Horse Butte capture facility. Forty-five were 
sent to slaughter; four more died in the facility, and two 
of the 22 bison released died of gore wounds from their 
confinement. During this buffalo capture there were 
multiple arrests of campaign volunteers. Many of the 
arrests were on trumped-up charges. 


Zachary Taylor Gets a Personal Parade 
CRoss=COUNTRY CARAVAN GREETS THE EARTH PILLAGER 


Environmental activists from Ancient Forest Res- 
cue (AFR) have been living in the community of San 
Luis since June 1996. In that time a unique bond has 
formed between Hispanic farmers and ranchers, 
Chicano activists and Anglo environmental activ- 
ists working to stop the brutal logging on the Taylor 
Ranch, locally known as La Sierra. 

Zachary Taylor of New Bern, North Carolina, 
owns the timber deeds to 77,500 acres of forests in 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in Southern Colo- 
rado. Heavily mechanized logging is threatening 
the entire watershed of the Rio de la Culebra, which 
is the irrigation source for 178 small family farms. 
Taylor is an absentee landlord who refuses to ac- 
knowledge the devastating consequences the log- 
ging is having on the people of San Luis. In an 
historic and unprecedented event, 18 local resi- 
dents along with environmental activists from San 
Luis and across the country took their long struggle 
with the Taylor family to his hometown during the 
first week of March. 

During the visit, San Luis locals had the opportu- 
nity to tell their story of struggle against a timber 
baron at a press conference which aired multiple 
times on the nightly news. A candlelight vigil was 
held one evening in downtown New Bern to pro- 
mote the return of environmental and social justice 
to San Luis. The culminating event of the week was 
a parade through downtown New Bern lauding a 
way Of life and vilifying the threat against it. About 
40 members of Ancient Forest Rescue, students, 
farmers and community members representing 
Costilla County (population about 3,000) wielded 
banners, carried signs and chanted. Three people 
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puppeteered a 15-foot-tall cardboard cut-out in 
Taylor’s likeness with money in one hand and a 
chainsaw in another. 

Volunteers from AFR have brought lawyers from 
the Western Environmental Law Center and the 
Costilla County commissioners together to try and 
do something about Taylor’s blatant disregard for 
the newly enacted county land use codes. The 
Costilla County commissioners recently filed a cut- 
ting-edge lawsuit to force the owners of the vast 


Taylor Ranch and two commercial timber compa- 
nies to stop destroying local water resources and the 
environment as they have been logging in violation 
of local land use regulations. This case demonstrates 
that local governments of rural western communi- 
ties are increasingly willing to exercise their powers 
to adopt and enforce land use laws for the protec- 
tion of environmental and community values. In 
addition, because environmental attorneys are rep- 
resenting rather than resisting local government, 
the Costilla County case represents a major turning 
point in the relationship between the environmen- 
tal movement and local western populations that 
generally have been skeptical of the movement. 
—ANCIENT Forest RESCUE 
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PENNSYLVANIA ACTIVISTS SPIED ON 


BY JIM KLEISSLER 


While the Federal Bureau of Investigation is fa- 
mous for keeping tabs on citizens who participate in 
political change activities, what you might not ex- 
pect is that your local forest management agency 
may very well be keeping tabs, too. 

A recent Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) re- 
quest, filed by the Allegheny Defense Project (ADP) 
and Heartwood, resulted in the disclosure of approxi- 
mately SO pages of materials and three photographs 
related to the monitoring of forest activists in the 
Allegheny National Forest in Pennsylvania by the US 
Forest Service (USFS). Twenty more documents were 
withheld under claims of various FOIA exemptions. 

The released documents show that the USFS public 
affairs director in Warren, PA Mary Hosmer, believes 
activist Mark Goldberg, “... has it in for commercial 
activities such as logging, export agriculture, cattle 
ranching, mining and oil exploration” and she refers 
to Goldberg as a “professional protester.” Forest 
Service Law Enforcement Officer Steven S. Burd sends 
weekly memos on the activities and associations of 
the ADP to the Warren County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Warren County Pennsylvania State Police Bar- 
racks. Some of the more interesting excerpts from 
Burr’s communiqués follow: 

April 3, 1998: “There have been no observations or 
reports of any “visitors” to either job site. Timber 
contractors are making regular visits to the sites to 
check on equipment and have not reported any 
problems to date. Forest Service Law Enforcement 
and Timber Sale Administration staff continue to 
make random visits to the sites.” 

April 7, 1998: “Two dates to take note of for 
increased possibility of ‘protest’ activity; 1) April 9- 
15. Easter Break at Clarion University, 2) May 15-17. 


‘Eagle Creek 5 b 


FIGHT FOR THE ROAD 
BY IVAN MALUSKI 


Oregon’s Mount Hood National Forest is a place of 
great beauty, old-growth forests, picturesque water- 
sheds and, unfortunately, an out of control logging 
program. Here, the US Forest Service’s willingness to 
break the law for timber companies is a habit. In the 
Eagle timber sales southeast of Portland, the beauti- 
ful Old Baldy trail, 800 acres of unprotected wilder- 
ness and a municipal watershed for over 175,000, 
are threatened. Last summer the US Forest Service 
ignored its own rules at Eagle by logging out of 
season at the Salmon Huckleberry roadless area and 
without conducting wildlife surveys. 

The fight over Eagle has spanned a few years. 
Eight protesters were arrested in 1998 stopping the 
logging at Eagle (see EF!] August-September 1998). 
In addition, hundreds of individuals have hiked, 
camped and rallied for its preservation. On April 1, 
1999, nearly 40 people gathered at the Regional 
Headquarters of the Forest Service in Portland and 
made news by turning over petitions signed by 
over 1,000 people opposed to the Eagle sales. They 
gave Regional Forest Supervisor Bob Williams the 
“Golden Stump” award for 1999 for his leading 
role in carrying out the destructive Northwest 
Forest Plan. 

Meanwhile, law enforcement is cracking down 
on forest activists as they prepare for the logging 
season at Eagle. In early February, warrants were 
issued for five of last summer’s protesters, and they 
were soon after charged with one felony and two 
misdemeanors apiece. The activists are now being 
prosecuted for felony destruction of government 
property exceeding $500 ($578 to be exact) for 
minimal road damage that occurred during last 
June’s blockade. If found guilty, they could face as 
many as five years in prison and a $100,000 fine. 
The trial is set for June 1, the day logging is 
“legally” supposed to resume at Eagle. 

Mount Hood is no stranger to protesters. Massive 
civil disobedience to save native forests and sacred 
sites on Enola Hill in 1995 resulted not only in a six- 
month federal sentence for one activist but also the 


Sierra Club based in Erie is planning a weekend at the 
Minister Creek area.” 

May 31, 1998: “Those interested in taking direct 
protest action on the Allegheny National Forest have 
obviously gone beyond the original Allegheny De- 
fense Project group. (The next three lines are blacked 
out.) The weekend prior to the demonstration at the 
Warren Office a SEAC planning/policy meeting was 
apparently held at Clarion University. This was more 
likely a strategy and planning session for the activi- 
ties on the 20th.” 

June 24, 1998: “Today I learned that James Kleissler, 
one of the principals of the Allegheny Defense Project, 
just attended a five-day workshop sponsored by the 
Ruckus Society. The Ruckus Society is an organiza- 
tion based in Montana that trains people in environ- 
mental activism and civil disobedience. My guess is 
that this means he is planning to move his organiza- 
tion to the next level.” 

September 17, 1998: “The ADP has scheduled a 
“Fall Defender’s Gathering” for September 18, 19 
and 20th. A copy of this [gathering] schedule is 
attached for your information...The Forest Service 
has advised the contractors of the planned ADP 
activity. At this time we have no information that 
the group intends to purposely disrupt any logging 
or protest at any location... Although at this time we 
have no information that anything is planned, it is 
always a possibility that there will be some sort of 
counter demonstration or gathering. We will keep 
you advised of any potential problems that may 
require action by your agencies.” 

An odd attachment included copies of a police 
report on a civil disobedience action in the Wayne 
National Forest in Ohio from November of 1996. In 


The Old Baldy trail looking at Mount Hood, slated to be obliterated 


announcement of a five-year moratorium on log- 
ging in the highly visible Zig Zag Ranger District. 
Before the moratorium began, the Forest Service 
pushed through several last-minute sales threaten- 
ing the Salmon Huckleberry Wilderness and the 
Pacific Crest Trail (PCT). Fifty protesters, but no 
bidders, showed up for the Salmonberry sale auc- 
tion and the destructive Abbott Salmon sale on the 
PCT was shut down by an appeal. But this couldn’t 
stop the USFS who sold portions of Abbott Salmon 
with some of the rules relaxed. “No trace” logging 
along the PCT in wolverine habitat occurred months 
before the start of the logging season. 

It is clear that as environmental laws are broken, 
protesters that are willing to put themselves on the 
line are being slammed by an oppressive legal sys- 
tem. No place is safe right now, and logging of the 
remaining 800 acres of native forest and unprotected 
wilderness at Eagle could begin again at any time. 

The Cascadia Forest Alliance in Portland is lead- 
ing hikes to the various Mount Hood sales, orga- 
nizing direct action and also supporting efforts for 
the Eagle Creek 5. Please contact the group at POB 
4946, Portland, OR 97208; (S03) 241-4879 if you 
can help. 
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FOREST SERVICE WORKS OVERTIME MONITORING CITIZENS 


the report, three activists have asterisks next to their 
names and are identified as “main players.” 

More specific information about ADP in particular 

is contained in a document marked, “Confidential, 
not intended for FOIA release, internal use only, 
Minister Watershed Project.” The papers include the 
following excerpts: “Twelve people were again at the 
Rocky Grove Timber Sale site. [LEO Robert] Crawford 
responded to the site and spoke to a group... The 
group did tell Crawford that they were from ADP, 

and several in the group did make comments regard- 

ing how terrible it was that the trees were being cut... 

the two principles of the organization are Jim Kleissler 

and Susan Curry... [who] as individuals, as well as 

ADP as an organization, have a history of appealing 
virtually every timber sale project proposed on the 

Allegheny National Forest for the last five years... The 

ADP has now been joined and is being supported by 
numerous individuals and organizations “support- 
ing their cause.” These groups include some who 
have a history of practicing and supporting acts of 
civil disobedience and criminal vandalism on Na- 
tional Forests throughout the Country. These groups 
include: Sierra Club, Earth First, Buckeye Forest Coun- 
cil, Heartwood... The Allegheny National Forest Su- 
pervisor has the authority to close portions of the 
National Forest to public use for the protection of 
health and safety if he feels it is necessary...” (The 
next 23 lines of the memo are blacked out.) 

We know this is just the tip of the iceberg and there 
is more information on forest activists in the Forest 
Service files. For more information contact the Al- 
legheny Defense Project, POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214; 
(814) 764-5763; 764-5779 fax; adp@envirolink.org; 
www.enviroweb.org/adp/. 


‘BAMA FORESTS 
LOCKED UP 


Alabama forest activists won a major victory on 
February 12 when the State of Alabama suspended 
timber sales on all four of its national forests as a result 
of “irregularities” found in the timber sale program for 
the Shoal Creek Ranger District in the Talladega Na- 
tional Forest. According to Wild Alabama’s executive 
director Lamar Marshall, “This shutdown vindicates 
the many years of hard work we have done surveying, 
watching and litigating over destructive and illegal 
Forest Service practices. We may have been a lone 
voice howling in the wilderness once, but now, every- 
one knows we were right about something being very 
wrong with how the Forest Service manages our public 
lands in Alabama.” 

The Regional Forester’s office in Atlanta acknowl- 
edged that this action is due in part to the years of 
work and litigation done by Wild Alabama and 
WildLaw over illegal timber sales. Other contribut- 
ing factors were a recent Inspector General’s report 
documenting violations of federal laws in virtually 
every National Forest timber sale they examined in 
Virginia and Mississippi, and inside reports from 
courageous Forest Service employees who confirmed 
the agency’s gross noncompliance with environ- 
mental regulations. 

WildLaw, Wild Alabama and the Alabama Wilder- 
ness Alliance have worked on protecting the national 
forests in Alabama since the mid-1980s. Since then, 
we have caught (and proven successfully in court and 
in administrative appeals) the Forest Service failing 
to consider the cumulative impacts of their timber 
sales, as required by the National Environmental 
Policy Act; failing to protect endangered, rare species 
and migratory birds; violating the National Historic 
Preservation Act by not protecting historic Native 
American sites on the Bankhead National Forest; and 
using up to 19 times the legal limit of herbicides on 
the national forests and converting native forests 
into pine plantations. Since 1995, legal work by the 
groups has halted timber sales on more than 55,000 
acres of public lands in Alabama. 

May-June 1999 Earth First! Page 9 


Ee ee ee SS a eS Sel 


ee i ee 8 ee ee ae 


LUDDITE FANTASY 


BY KIRKPATRICK SALE 


As a Luddite, I can only relish the 
whole Y2K brouhaha. I have no idea 
what’s going to happen, of course, 
but it’s wonderful to see the techno- 
logical culture spending upwards of 
$100 billion to try and avert its own 
machine-made disasters, having no 
way of really knowing if they can do 
it. It’s wonderful to see the culture 
that has all along assured us that 
nothing can go wrong is actually in 
turmoil because they know full well 
that this time things really can go 
wrong, and they’re not sure they know 
how to fix them. 

Along with the absurd push to wire 
every fifth-grader, and the recurring 
global financial crises caused by 24- 
hour megabyte wheeler-dealing, Y2K 
offers the best example around of ways 
to get people to start thinking about 
the broad, encompassing dangers of 
our technological embrace. 

Jacques Ellul, the French philoso- 
pher in whose name a new society of 
techno-critics has just begun, once 
put the problem this way. Think of 
technology not as a set of machines 
but as a culture, as the philosophy and 
mindset and worldview that goes with 
the machines, as a milieu. Then one 
must assess the impact—not of one 
particular invention or tool, but the 
effect of all of them together; not just 
individual tasks, but how they allcom- 
bine to alter society in psychological, 
economic, political, environmental, 
cultural and perceptual ways. The 
problem now is that the high-tech 
milieu is so powerful and all-encom- 
passing in the modern world that it is 
taking over, radically changing, and, 
in effect, destroying both the social 
and natural milieus. 

That is the way we Luddites might 
view the millennium. We would like 
people to understand the multiple 
downsides of all the hardware that 
surrounds their lives. We would like 
people to reckon the costs this tech- 
nological rampage is ringing up, costs 
that are quite obviously creating seri- 
ous economic dislocation and inequal- 
ity, social and political tensions world- 
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wide, and environmental crises every- 
where. They must begin thinking 
about how to withdraw themselves, at 
least as much as possible, from this 
juggernaut, how to order their lives so 
as not to be in a steady thrall to ma- 
chinery and how to wake the world up 
to the peril we face. 

For that, Y2K is at least handy. 
People are already beginning to see 
that serious dislocations are possible 
and even the experts are not so sure 
they know how to avoid them. When 
January 1, 2000 comes and the disas- 
ters accumulate—as they certainly 
will, no matter how much time and 
money the technophiles spend—I 
trust that even more people will come 
-to have second thoughts about let- 
ting their lives be turned over to com- 
puter chips and living in the milieu 
those chips demand. 

Kirkpatrick Sale is the author of such 
great books as “Rebels Against the Fu- 
ture,” “Human Scale” and “Dwellers 
in the Land: The Bioregional Vision.” 


LOVE IS THE ANSWER 


BY JULIA “BUTTERFLY” HILL 


Most humans operate in a crisis men- 
tality. We require drastic problems or 
the threat of them to motivate us to 
take action. Ultimately, I believe the 
potential crisis of Y2K provides fertile 
soil from which some wonderful pos- 
sibilities can grow. 

Society as it exists today is a false 
reality—an illusionary house with all 
the amenities, but built on a founda- 
tion of extraction which must result 
in its eventual crumbling. Our work 
must encourage that crumbling at a 
rate that will supercede the complete 
destruction of the environment’s life- 
giving systems. What will survive this 
crash and grow from its fertile ashes 
are those people who have placed their 
roots back in the Earth, from which all 
life grows. With this is mind, where do 
we find the practical applications to 
implement this process? 

First, we must take personal respon- 
sibility for all things. We must find 
ways to make our ideals and actions 
meet on all levels. If we occupy the 
forests, we must find ways to do it 
more sustainably. We can grow sprouts 


and other vegetables that do well in 
our particular climate. We must use 
“alternatives” in everything that we 
do. We must come together to reclaim 
areas. We must build sustainable, free- 
from-any-attachment-to-society, in- 
tentional, solution-oriented commu- 
nities of activism. 

I feel that we can utilize things like 
computers to undermine the infrastruc- 
ture of our corporate-dominated soci- 
ety, but we must be careful and not 
cross the line into dependency. Every- 
one I know that gets too caught up in 
technological energy loses their deep 
sense of connection to the Earth and 
becomes imbalanced. Ultimately, we 
need to get technology out of our lives. 

You want to find a way to free soci- 
ety from the technological strangle- 
hold? Get rid of your computer. Get 
rid of your car. Get rid of your stereo. 
You get the picture. It’s a bit hypocriti- 
cal to say that we want to free society 
from technology while continuing to 
use it daily. The absolute best way to 
lead is by example. We must practice 
what we preach. 

Humans are guided by value sys- 
tems. We place values on things that 
destroy life. Ultimately, I believe the 
answer lies in love—coming from a 
place where we are for something in- 
stead of always focusing on what we 
are against. Let us envision what it is 
we want and begin living that every 
moment of every day. 

As a movement, we need to find 
ways to come together even more. I 
believe we need a global network to 
bring in and disseminate informa- 
tion. We also need a “Civil Rights 
movement” for the environment. We 
need to converge on the White House 
and various governmental places, all 
ofus, with bipods, tripods, lockdowns, 
marches, street theater, whatever it is 
that we do, taking it to the people 
who are controlling our lives and 
controlling the technology that con- 
trols our lives. Then, take that energy 
and momentum and network back to 
our own fights and use that to em- 
power ourselves. We need to con- 
tinuously converge at major strategic 
strongholds. We need to “dump the 
tea back in the harbor.” It is time for 
a revolution of consciousness. 

Julia “Butterfly” Hill has boldly occu- 
pied an ancient redwood in Northern 
California for over 16 months (and count- 
ing), confronting millions of people with 
the challenge to defend the Earth. 


How. TOGETHER 
OR HANG TOGETHER 


BY ZZINNIA 


The Wilds and Her creatures ask us 
to be brave in Her hour of need. Seize 
the opportunity during the “Chaos of 
2000” to strike hard with a message of 
liberation and Gaia self-defense. 

Since the government ignores the 
Endangered Species Act and refuses 
to implement an emergency program 
of sustainable living and ecological 
restoration, extreme action in defense 
of endangered regions is required. 

Ask enlightened Healers. They know 
the moment arrives soon. Healers un- 
derstand the inevitability of self-de- 
fense and their duty to help keep 
violence to a minimum. To do that 
requires they plug in now and that 
they prepare to defend the goals and 
even the tactics of the ALF, the ELF 
and the vanguard of young warriors 


who as we speak prepare a new wave 
of daring direct action strikes. They 
advise us through deeds, thatit’s time 
for many of us to trespass, to make 
new laws, to cross the lines of power 
and cross our own lines of fear and 
apathy. A time that couldn’t be better 
(though maybe a bit late) to launcha 
coordinated and persistent attack 
against the Agents of Ecocide. 

The call to action will be heard and 
an upwelling of support and collabo- 
ration will begin. The end of our 
domination and repression by global 
capitalism and its technology starts 
as soon as enough of us light up the 
fires of Love and torch the symbols 
and mechanics of Greed. 

People need to promote openly and/ 
or secretly: a purpose, plan and targets. 

Purpose: Ensure protection of en- 
dangered ecosystems, bring down 
dangerous corporations, defend our 
survival plan and recruit warriors who 
will adopt targets from the Emergency 
Hit-List. Send out a loud message and 
stop the destruction of each 
community’s ability to survive the 
coming collapse without further eco- 
logical calamity. 

Survival Plans: If the smoke clears 
from 2000, it will not be impossible 
to care for communities, refugees and 
the land. Basic needs can be met in 
most areas. Everything will have to 
be shared and food production will 
be the priority. If the community is 
strong and their defense vigilant, then 
there will be no need for fighting or 
damaging the environment. Coop- 
eration will replace competition and 
people will find their groups to live 
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tions and live entertainment will 
complement our work to renew each 
other and Nature. 

Emergency Hit List: Roads, bridges, 
dams and equipment which threaten 
watersheds; industries with a history 
of pollution; corporate buildings and 


communications; almost anything 
goes, except be careful of and respect 
all life. Consider the impacts of all 
your actions. Support the warriors 
and may they listen to the voice of 
caution and modest restraint. Give us 
the courage to change what we can. 
The patience to accept what cannot 
be changed, and the Weapons to get 
the job done. 

Zzinnia is a longtime activist, poet and 
a “nutty” prophet. 
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REVOLUTION EMERGES 


BY ERNEST CALLENBACH 


To be frank, I’m doubtful that the 
celebrated Y2K problem will lead in 
Ecotopian directions. For one thing, 
technological society is astonishingly 
resilient when it has to be, i.e. when- 
ever money-making is threatened. But 
more importantly, serious and durable 
change doesn’t happen randomly or 
suddenly. It’s planned, organized and 
worked for over a long period of time. 
There are really no “revolutions”; what 
seem to be revolutionary changes are 
always the products of gradual shifts 
in economic and power relationships. 

Human agency counts, however. To 
use a depressing example, the current 
ideological drift toward the right and 
ever-accelerating environmental de- 
struction have been striven for by a 
whole generation of amply financed 
right-wingers. Over the long run, 
though, many subterranean trends will 
push us in Ecotopian directions for 
mere survival. If we wish society to 
move toward Ecotopian sustainability 
with some grace, it will come only 
through the patient, massive mobiliz- 
ing of people, not through some tem- 
porary concatenation of circumstances. 

The only real long-term good I can 
envision coming out of the Y2K situa- 
tion is that it is leading a fair number 
of people to reconsider their 
technophilia—their belief that tech- 
nology can save us. Some of them may 
come to understand that it is ecology, 
not technology, which is the real foun- 
dation of human life. 

Beyond Y2K, of course, lie many 
other challenges to the brave new tech- 
nological era. Bioengineering is likely 
to produce unforeseen problems that 
will make Y2K seem trivial. Popula- 
tion and consumption driven stress 
will multiply. Phone numbers will 
have to become much longer and will 
be more error prone. License plates, 
Social Security numbers and other 
identification systems will go through 
painful expansions. Date-sensitive pro- 
gramming problems will also turn up 
in the Global Positioning System and 
other technological interconnections. 

But these are all just details—gears 
and bolts in the technological jugger- 
naut. What’s really going on is more 
profound; in the grip of a lunatic eco- 
nomic dogma, we are destroying the 
biological substrate that human popu- 
lations depend on. Moreover, we’re 
creating explosive tensions within hu- 
man societies by systematically de- 
stroying both informal (family and 
community) and governmental secu- 
rity nets. We’re expecting ourselves 
and others to live as if Homo economicus 
were more than a mad fantasy. 

But fundamentally we are anthro- 
poid mammals, with both the poten- 
tial and limitations of our species. We 
like to play and joke, to hang around 
together, to work intermittently and 
cooperatively, to sing, dance, make 
music and make love. We also can be 
murderous, irresponsible and greedy. 
At some point, we must realize that 
our fundamental task is to reorganize 
society so that we can live not like 
machines for profit-making, but like 
Ecotopians. Y2K may provesome small 
help in this, but it’s not really a long 
term inspiration for the kind of 
changes we need. 

Ernest Callenbach is a visionary thinker 
and author of the classics “Ecotopia” 
and “Ecotopia Emerging.” 


QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 
AND LIVE SIMPLY 


BY KAREN COULTER 


The assumption that Y2K is a crisis is 
pathetic and revolting when you con- 
sider the far more horrific circumstances 
of the world’s last remaining indigenous 
peoples and the great diversity of other 
species vanishing daily from the Earth 
because we are using all these unneces- 
sary and wasteful technologies that US 
citizens now fear losing. When I was 
growing up there were no personal com- 
puters, videos, fax machines, copiers or 
microwave ovens. I was not deprived. 
Only SO years ago, there were no jets, 
global commercial air travel, television, 
clothes dryers, electric typewriters, free- 
ways, suburbs, shopping malls, artifi- 
cial organs and chemical pesticides. We 
don’t need these things. 

We need to free our minds from the 
corporate colonization telling us we 
need all these things to be happy. We 
need to redefine “property” to exclude 
the buying and selling of the com- 
mons—land, air, water, wildlife and 
space—and need to re-assert peoples’ 
control over societal institutions, in- 
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cluding corporations and instill a 
biocentric ethic in all communities. 

I’ve been much happier since I gave 
up electricity in my home, including 
electric lights, automatic hot water, com- 
puters, central heating, refrigeration, 
TV, fax, etc... I’m now much better 
prepared for Y2K. I grow and gather 
some of my own food, make herbal 
medicines, enjoy the sounds birds and 
coyotes as my music, spend more time 
with friends and family with a clearer 
head. Some things—like giving up mo- 
tor vehicles and developing compre- 
hensive barter systems and mutual aid 
networks—are easier to do in cities. It’s 
not just a “back to the land” argument. 

Over-population is a big problem, but 
overconsumption and inequity in the 
distribution of essentials is even worse 
in terms of actual and potential reper- 
cussions. Their correction is also easier 
to implement and involves real democ- 
racy rather than fascism. In cities where 
there is wasted space and opportunities, 
let’s use Y2K to tear up side streets and 
plant community gardens and spread 
the word about the sanity of sharing, 
rather than fighting over, scarce re- 
sources. This will help avoid mob strife 
on the streets when Y2K hits. 

All of these subjects are relevant to 
community survival when the electronic 
infrastructure collapses ending depen- 
dency on the corporate elite. We should 
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be taking the floor on these issues now 
rather than letting the “panic and buy- 
my-high-tech-survival-food” rhetoric 
dominate public thought. Panic, help- 
lessness and selfishness (the consumer 
mentality) are not conducive to peace, 
social equity or ecological integrity. 
The way to end neoliberalism and neo- 
colonialism is to act on the local level 
with bioregional and international soli- 
darity. It’s time to get to know our 
neighbors and seek consensus on the 
way out of this mess. The transnational 
corporations set up this doomed sys- 
tem; the internet won’t be there to bail 
us out—it never was. 

Karen Coulter is a no compromise activ- 
ist working on ending corporate dominance. 


TED IS RIGHT 


BY JOHN ZERZAN 


People won’t see Y2K as an oppor- 
tunity without understanding more 
about technology than they get from 
mass media. What is it, at base? 
Where is it taking us? How does this 
movement work? 

Already there is a growing sense that 
the “promise” of a high-tech world is 
a false one. That instead of empower- 
ing and connecting us, for example, 
the computerization of society is 
disempowering and infantilizing us 
and is a big factor in the growing 
isolation or separation of people. 

In addition to providing news about 
all the latest assaults on nature, we 
need to provide more analysis, more 
of the reasons we say “actualize in- 
dustrial collapse.” 

As Horkheimer and Adorno put it, 
“technological rationale is the rationale 
of domestication itself.” Fifty years later 
it’s all the more clear the technicizing of 
life works to erase value, meaning, ac- 
countability. Resting on the founda- 
tions of division of labor and domesti- 
cation, it estranges us even further from 
the natural world and each other. Y2Kis 
the first major sign that this juggernaut 
is not invincible, just as the turbulence 
in global capital exposes that system as 
less than secure. 

In fact, of course, technology and 
capital are not distinct and never were. 
Technology itself is not at all a neutral 
tool. Rather, it is the embodiment of 
capital, its latest incarnation, express- 
ing its basic, alienated priorities. “Indus- 
trial Society and Its Future,” the so-called 
Unabomber Manifesto, shows persua- 
sively how technology rules out free- 
dom and fulfillment, techno-capital 
must expand or die. This imperialism is 
the reason the biosphere is similarly 
doomed unless the _ whole 
megamachine, all its categories and 
dynamics, is destroyed. 

Folks feel that everyday life is in- 
creasingly barren and texture-less, that 
this emptiness is taking over. 
Postmodern nihilism or cynicism is 
the cultural expression of the enlarg- 
ing of the Dead Zone of technology. 
“Its all fucked, so who cares.” 

Y2K will be an opening if people see 
what is going on and that there is a 
response. The only valid, authentic, 
inspiring response is the call to erase 
the whole strangling ensemble be- 
fore it completes its trajectory of de- 
stroying the individual, society and 
the wild. As the situationists said, “A 
society that has abolished adventure 
makes the only adventure the aboli- 
tion of that society.” 

John Zerzan is an anarcho-primitivist, 
writer and all around enemy of the state. 


THE TIME HAS COME 


BY STINGING NETTLE 


In January of the year 2000, aliens 
will not land, Christ will not come 
and the US government will not col- 
lapse. One more thing that I know 
for sure—LA will not be peaceful. 
Everything else is uncertain. But if 
there’s enough social upheaval in 
this country, the paper-thin illusion 
of the American Dream may finally 
be torn apart. 

The American Dream has long been 
a nightmare for the homeless, the 
working poor and the 1.7 million in 
jails and prisons. It’s been a $00-year 
reign of terror for indigenous peoples 
and native plants and animals. Yet 
the US loudly proclaims itself to be 
the pinnacle of democracy and jus- 
tice. It spins a mythos that the corpo- 
rate-run marketplace delivers happi- 
ness, prosperity and freedom to all. 
This is the ideology of capitalism, 
and ideology is more important than 
armies in maintaining empires. 
There’s been no competing vision 
since the end of the Cold War. 

Being at the center of the Capitalist 
Empire, the US voraciously gobbles 
up resources from around the world, 
decimating local cultures and ecosys- 
tems. Its chief export is Hollywood 
films, the propaganda of the empire. 
By selling the American Dream to the 
neo-colonies, it seeks to create con- 
sumers in emerging markets. It seeks 
to justify the US as the world’s police- 
man and world’s premier energy and 
resource glutton. 

So here comes the Millennium Bug, 
poised to hit the US harder than any 
other nation because we have im- 
mersed ourselves in a technological 

nest of computers and embedded 
chips. The corporate oligarchy is too 
entrenched in this country to sud- 
denly vanish. But if significant social 
turmoil erupts, the rest of the world 
will see that this system hasn’t made 
people happy or free. The happy face 
painted on American fascism will be 
washed away. With the myths de- 
bunked, alternative visions can gain 
ground in the distant lands of the 
empire where people still have intact 
families and communities. 

As this unparalleled opportunity ap- 
proaches, EFlers seem unable to thinkin 
terms larger than their solar panels, 
garden plots and food stashes. Y2K dis- 
cussions rarely encompass geopolitics 
or biocentrism. They revert to egocen- 
trism: the me-first survival mentality of 
most Americans. Or they settle for 
anthropocentrism: “I gotta help out my 
neighbors down the street whom I’ve 
never talked to.” That’s all very nice. 
That’s what a good liberal would do. But 
it’s far from taking a radical approach. 

This is a time for situationist pranks 
to hype the chaos and no-holds-barred 
monkeywrenching. Corporations and 
technology are the enemies of the 
Earth, so why wouldn’t you hit them 
while they’re down? This may be dan- 
gerous if the National Guard is mobi- 
lized. But in 1936 thousands of anar- 
chists traveled to Spain with just the 
clothes on their backs, risking their 
lives to fight fascism. Isn’t today’s 
corporate techno-fascism far more in- 
sidious? Where are all the eco-anar- 
chists willing to do battle? We are in 
the heart of the empire, and we have 
a responsibility to the rest of the planet. 

Stinging Nettle is a nomadic eco warrior. 
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McLIBELAPPEAL Kiwis Sas Spups 


MORE McAGONY FOR 
THE FAST FOOD GIANT 


The verdict in the long-awaited 
McLibel appeal case was handed down 
March 31 by the Royal Courts of 
Justice in the UK. The court ruled it 
was fair to say that McDonald’s 
employees worldwide “do badly in 
terms of pay and conditions” and it 
was true that “if one eats enough 
McDonald’s food, one’s diet may well 
become high in fat... with the very 
real risk of heart disease.” 

As a result of their further findings 
against the corporation, the three Lord 
Justices reduced Mr. Justice Bell’s award 
to McDonald’s. No sanctions have 
been taken against the company, 
despite these findings. The appeal case 
began on January 12, 1999. Helen 
Steel and Dave Morris represented 
themselves and challenged the use of 
libel laws as a form of mass censorship. 
They argued for overturning the 
original verdict against them in the 
controversial case brought by the 
McDonald’s Corporation. 

Despite the strong arguments made 
by the defendants, the court has failed 
to provide any real protection for the 
public’s right to scrutinize and criticize 
companies whose business practices 
may affect people’s lives, health and 


environment. The court rejected the 
contention by the McLibel 2 that 
multinational corporations be 
prevented from filing suit for libel 
over public interest issues, but 
acknowledged “that may be seen as an 
argument of some substance.” 

As a local TV station said at the end 
of the original trial, the case will go 
down as “the biggest Corporate PR 
disaster in history.” McDonald’s aim 
of suppressing the “What’s Wrong 
With McDonald’s?” leaflets 
spectacularly backfired. 

Information on the case is available 
from the McLibel Support Campaign, 
5 Caledonian Road, London, N1 9DX, 
UK Tel/Fax 0171 713 1269; 
mclibel@globalnet.co.uk; 
www. mcspotlight.org. 
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In the early hours of March 11, adozen people jumped a fence at the Crop and 
Food Research Centre, just outside of Christchurch, New Zealand. Within 
minutes, they uprooted an experimental, genetically-modified potato crop, 
ruining a $200,000 research project that involved combining potato genes with 
genetic material from toads and silkworms to make the potatoes rot-resistant. 
This major act of environmental sabotage has prompted scientists and politi- 
cians from all over New Zealand to call for a high-level inquiry into genetically 
modified organisms. 

The timing of the action, claimed by the Wild Greens, a direct action youth 
faction of the Green Party, occurred just as opposition to genetically-modified 


“This major act of environmental sabotage has 
prompted scientists and politicians from all 
over New Zealand to call for a high-level 
inquiry into genetically modified organisms.” 


food was mounting in New Zealand. Even the Prime Minister, Jenny Shipley, 
announced she was in favor of labeling GM food, the day after the government 
called labeling “costly and unworkable.” 

The most common reaction from environmental group leaders was an attitude 
of cautious support of the sabotage. The predictable exception was Greenpeace 
NZ. One anti-GE activist commented, “These corporate scum [Greenpeace], 
posing as environmental activists put out a media release condemning the attack, 
presumably on the grounds that a media stunt by a bunch of yuppies in silly 
costumes is a more effective way of attracting donations.” 

Most of the media were quick to use the word “eco-terrorism” to describe the 
act of uprooting some potatoes. Meanwhile, security has been stepped up at 
Ruakura Agricultural Research Station (the biggest vivisection lab in the 
southern hemisphere where genetically modified cows are bred) and other crop 
research labs around the country. Police are investigating the incident, but at 
the time of this printing no arrests have been made. 


LET THE WILD RIvErs Run FREE! 


Firry-Five Events TAkE PLAce in Twenty Countries ON INTERNATIONAL Day oF ACTION 


BY ALETA BROWN 


On March 14, the International Day of Action 
Against Dams and for Rivers, Water and Life, hun- 
dreds of people marched through the streets of 
Baguio City in the Philippines carrying banners 
and streamers and shouting in protest, “Ayashi!,” 
the indigenous word for “No!,” to the San Roque 
Dam Project. They finished the day with an ecu- 
menical service where one of the workers said, “Let 
us not allow them to imprison our waters in adam. 
Let it flow to the countryside and lowlands and let 
it benefit all 
creatures of 
this Earth.” 

In Columbia, 
a group pro- 
duced a docu- 
mentary film 
called, “In Be- 
tween Thirst 
and Water,” and 
hosted a com- 
munity forum. 
The group 
stated, “We 
would like to be 
part of the glo- 
bal efforts where flowing is what is constant and where 
dams can not have the deadly effect of stillness.” 

On the second annual day of action, 55 events 
took place in 20 countries. Demonstrations, marches 
and rallies were held in India, Thailand, Taiwan, 
Brazil and Spain. Adults and children cleaned rivers 
and planted trees in Japan and Slovakia; forums and 
press conferences were held in Costa Rica, the US 
and elsewhere; and people met at their rivers to 
celebrate, dance, and share poetry, ideas and strat- 
egies to protect our precious rivers. 

Residents of Beaumont, New Zealand, organized 
a community picnic and kayak trip to celebrate the 
fact that their river, the Clutha, is still flowing free 
despite attempts since 1965 to dam it. South Africa’s 
Cape Town was dotted with blue crosses signifying 
rivers that have become polluted, diverted, or that 
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no longer exist. On the banks of the Liesbeek River, 
a river blessing was performed and Liane Greeff of 
the Environmental Monitoring Group said, “We 
chose the Liesbeek for the ceremony because its 
degraded state reflects the poor state of most of 
Cape Town’s urban rivers—the Lotus, the Kuils 
and the Elsieskraal.” 

In California, groups including International Riv- 
ers Network, Friends of the River, the Sierra Club 
and several fishing organizations held a “Free the 
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Water Relay.” Water impounded behind the Nim- 
bus Dam on the American River was hand-carried 
by kayak, bicycle, sailboat and commercial crab 
boat to the San Francisco Bay. A celebration and 
press conference was held at Fisherman’s Wharf 
where the escorted water was freed into the bay to 
symbolize the need for more freshwater flows in 
California rivers. 

The world’s rivers are now obstructed by more 
than 40,000 large dams (defined by the dam indus- 


try as one that is higher than 15 meters). The 
reservoirs created by these dams cover an area the 
size of California. Tens of millions of people have 
been moved to make way for dams, and those dis- 
placed people are almost never fairly compensated 
and rarely experience an improved quality of life. 

Earlier in this century, dams were looked upon as 
symbols of progress and prosperity. As the century 
turns, however, we have learned that dams can 
uproot people and cultures, severely deplete fish 
populations, de- 
stroy ancient ar- 
cheological sites, 
drown _ great 
swaths of the 
world’s _ best 
farmland and 
forests, and ad- 
versely affect 
both biologic 
and geologic life 
downstream. 

But there is 
clearly a change 
in how the world 
views large 
dams. The independent World Commission on 
Dams is in the process of assessing the effectiveness 
and destructiveness of dams. Although major dams 
have often been built with impunity in the past, 
several countries have aborted projects mid-way 
through construction because the benefits were 
uncertain and the costs enormous. Furthermore, 
in the US there is a growing movement to take 
existing dams down. 

For more information, contact International Riv- 
ers Network, 1847 Berkeley Way Berkeley, CA 94703; 
(510) 848-1155; 848-1008 fax; irn@irn.org; 
www.irn.org. 

Aleta Brown works for International Rivers Network in 
Berkeley, California, and is the information coordinator 
for the International Day of Action Against Dams and 
for Rivers, Water and Life. 
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Earth First! contact group in Poland is mounting a large- 
scale campaign to protect the Rospuda wetlands...” 


I: the northeastern region of Poland, the Via 


“...the 


Baltica is the main route for freight trucks 

traveling between Poland and the Baltic coun- 
tries. The Via Baltica runs northeast from Warsaw 
through the center of the Polish city of Augustow 
(population 30,000). To reduce the number of large 
vehicles in the city center, local authorities recently 
designed a bypass around Augustow for the Via 
Baltica. Even though there were several choices, the 
authorities decided on a route that will cut through 
the Rospuda wetlands. 

The bypass will destroy this nationally and inter- 
nationally valuable wetland area, a gem in this 
region of largely untrammeled wetlands, lakes, riv- 
ers, valleys and parks with sparse human popula- 
tion. This region of Poland is widely referred to as 
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the green lungs of Europe. It is an area of low 
urbanization, sparkling clean air and protected ar- 
eas that are home to a multitude of wildlife and 
plant species. Augustow authorities plan to begin 
construction this summer. 

The ECONET project has declared Rospuda a site 
of international ecological significance. Scientists 
assign the same ecological value to the Rospuda 
wetlands as those of nearby Biebrza National Park, 
the largest national park in Poland. Also nearby is 
Bialowieza National Park, the Polish park that holds 
the last wild, primeval forest and the last European 
bison on the continent. The large mammals now 
inhabiting the Rospuda wetlands include elk, deer, 
foxes, wild boar, beavers and otters. Bird species that 
will be driven from Rospuda by the bypass are the 
northern hobby, buzzard, bittern, crane, black stork, 
crane and snipe. If road building takes place, the 
Rospuda wetlands will be drained, eradicating the 
musk orchid. This flower is found only in Poland, 
the Rospuda wetlands and a handful of locations in 
other European countries. 

There are viable alternatives to the destructive 
bypass. For Polish activists, the Rospuda wetlands 
are not to be compromised. In fact, prior and in 
contradiction to the plans for the bypass, there was 
a plan to establish a Rospuda wetlands nature re- 
serve. Another road option is only three kilometers 


SLOVAKIANS SLAG 
Orympic Ski PLAN 


longer than what is currently planned, and is more 
environmentally benign because of the location. 
This option was rejected because planners said its 
expense would be outrageous. Another option is to 
build a short bridge (250-300 meters) that would 
span a small portion of the area. The decision made 
by local authorities can still be changed because of 
the diversified planning that takes place at different 
levels of local and national government. 

Workshop for All Beings, the Earth First! contact 
group in Poland, is mounting a large-scale cam- 
paign to protect the Rospuda wetlands and prevent 
the destructive road building. Please help us protect 
these valuable wetlands! Direct action is not out of 
the question and may be implemented this sum- 
mer, if need be. 

We are requesting your assistance in the simple 
form of letters of protest. International input to our 
campaign adds much credibility, diversity and fur- 
ther highlights the spread of international aware- 
ness and protest to the destructive road building. 
Send it to Mr. Jan Szyszko, Polish Minister of Envi- 
ronmental Protection, Natural Resources and For- 
estry, Wawelska 52/54, 00-922 Warsaw, Poland; fax 
(48)-22-825-3326. 

The Workshop for All Beings would appreciate 
receiving a copy of your letter for our campaign 
records. Contact us at POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko-Biala 
4, Poland, (48)-33-8183153 tel/fax, 


wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl. 
—WorRKSHOP FOR ALL BEINGS N BIELSKO-BIALA 


BY MArIA HUDAKOVA 


lovakia’s WOLF Forest Protec 

tion Movement organized a 

protest in the High Tatras Na- 
tional Park during the opening day of 
the World Winter Universiade. The 
January demonstration targeted 
clearcut logging in two Slovak na- 
tional parks that have been planned 
under the pretense of our candidacy 
for hosting the Winter Games in 2006. 

Activists distributed leaflets declar- 
ing, “Forests for Life, Not for Death” 
and called for saving forests from 
Olympic bulldozers and stressed the 
importance of forests. On the open- 
ing day, Olympic organizers were 
quiet when they saw a Slovak leaflet, 
but when they noticed that an En- 
glish version was being distributed 
as well, they started to talk about 
“international shame.” 

The opening ceremony “started” 
with WOLF’s protest. We placed our 
banners (English and Slovak) on a 
hillside that had to be passed by ev- 
eryone that hurried to the opening 
including government officials. To 
prevent the officials from seeing the 
protest, organizers placed two larger 
vehicles to obscure the view of the 


protesters as the official delegation 
walked to the opening. An entire en- 
tourage of policemen, secret police 
and railroad security watched us care- 
fully. They couldn’t do anything else 
as this was only a quiet protest; how- 
ever, there were drums to catch 
people’s attention. 

When visitors were settled, activ- 
ists appeared between the landing 
runs of two ski-jump towers. The po- 
lice were carefully watching while 
the most active group climbed up to 
the ski-jump towers and displayed 
the digital logo. They created the slo- 
gan, “Forest for Life,” and after a 
while it changed it to, “Not for Death!” 
The logo continued “flashing” for 
about ten minutes while visitors were 
taking photographs. Afterwards, at 
the request of the officials, activists 
rolled up the cloth pieces of the logo 
and left. The “official” ceremony then 
started. Some people said the rest of 
the ceremony was not as impressive 
as our opening. 

The rising sun at the opening day of 
the Winter Universiade exposed the 
situation in the sub-Tatras region, as 
stickers and posters saying, “Save Slo- 
vak Forests from Olympic Bulldozers,” 
were posted everywhere. Officials were 


At the opening ceremony, WOLF placed banners (English and Slovak) on the hillside with the 


message “Forest for Life”, and after a while changed it to “Not for Death!” 


curious as to who did this, but we just 
shrugged our shoulders. We hoped the 
sleep-deprived appearance of some ac- 
tivists would not give us away. It had 
been a long night. 

You can help protect Slovak native 
forest by purchasing a symbolic tree. 
Each tree costs US $30. The total price 
for the reserve currently being purchased 


is US $78,000. So far US $30,500 has 
been raised. Send checks payable to the 
Rainforest Information Center and mail 
them to the Earth Trust Foundation, 
20110 Rockport Way, Malibu, CA. 

For more information contact the 
WOLF Forest Protection Movement, 
c.d. 27, 082 13 Tulcik, Slovakia; +421 
91 7789488 tel/fax; wolf@vadium.sk. 
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GuaTeMALAN Mititary Backs Oit Takeover iN Maya BioSPHERE 


If oil companies are allowed to explore for oil in 
the 1.5 million hectare Maya Biosphere Reserve, one 
of Guatemala’s last remaining intact rainforests in 
the country will be destroyed. “In a few years, the oil 
companies could destroy the forest that we’re count- 
ing on to feed our families,” said a woman from the 
community of Uaxactun. 

The Maya Biosphere Reserve is an important bio- 
logical corridor linking Guatemala to Mexico and is 
home to crocodiles, dermatemys turtles, jaguars, 
tapirs and red macaws. In addition, some 10,000 
Mayan archaeological sites are located in the area. 
The Guatemalan government opened up the re- 


serve in mid-July 1998 for new oil exploration 
without prior knowledge or consent from the com- 
munities living in the area. 

The government is planning to set up military 
camps in the region on the pretext of combating 
drug trafficking and illegal immigration, even 
though the region is 50 miles from the Guate- 
mala-Mexico border. This move by the military 
violates the spirit and the letter of the 1996 Peace 
Accords, which required the army to reduce its 
role in the country and to concentrate on protect- 
ing Guatemala’s external borders. 

The companies drilling for oil in this region 


include: Basic Resources, a subsidiary of Union 
Pacific of the United States, Compania General de 
Combustibles of Argentina, Natural Gas Petroleum 
and Gas Ramrod of Canada and Petrolera del 
Atlantico of Guatemala. 

Send letters of protest to Jack Messman, CEO, 
Union Pacific Resources, 777 Main Street Ft. Worth, 
TX 76102, fax (817) 321-7566. 

For more information about ongoing activities to 
protect the Maya Biosphere Reserve, contact the 
World Rainforest Movement, wrm@chasque.apc.org 
or wrm@gn.apc.org. 

—WonkLD RAINFOREST MOVEMENT 
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An INTERVIEW WITH Gari a 


BY ERROL SCHWEIZER 

Carl Anthony is the director of the Urban Habitat 
Program and the former president of the Earth Island 
Institute. The Urban Habitat program, founded in 
1989 as a part of Earth Island, promotes and develops 
multicultural environmental activism in the San Fran- 
cisco Bay Area. Over 100 community-based organiza- 
tions work with Urban Habitat on issues such as anti- 
sprawl campaigns, inner-city reinvestment, urban 
transportation, toxics, brownfield cleanups, military 
base conversion, and multicultural environmental 
education. Now independent of Earth Island, the 
Urban Habitat Program’s Carl Anthony recently spoke 
to the Earth First! Journal. 


EF!]: How do environmental issues manifest themselves 
in urban communities, especially low-income and commu- 
nities of color? 

CA: Well, of course it depends on how you define 
the environment. The dictionary definition is “the 
environment is the sum total of the influences that 
affect the survival of an organism or a com- 
munity of organisms.” Obviously, we are 
talking about the natural world—the rivers 
and the trees, watersheds and stuff like that. 
Weaiso talk about our human communities, 
the low-income communities that are most 
burdened by environmental issues, with toxic 
waste dumps in their neighborhoods and 
outmoded housing that is vulnerable to lead 
poisoning, but also freeways that have bro- 
ken up their communities, leading to prob- 
lems of congestion, air quality, traffic acci- 
dents. So in many ways, low-income com- 
munities are an indicator of the health of the 
whole urban region. 

EF!]: How do you organize around these issues 
in urban areas? 

CA: We try to work with the people who 
are working on narrow issues to find the 
common threads to other people who are 
working on narrow issues. It’s really impor- 
tant to build bridges between single issues 
and the larger frameworks. 

EF!J: Have you seen a convergence between environmen- 
tal groups that work mostly on preservation issues and 
those that are environmental justice groups? 

CA: Well, actually there is a long common history 
that is not acknowledged. The way the traditional 
environmentalists frame the story of the environmen- 
tal movement is not complete. The way it is typically 
framed is here was this wonderful John Muir-type 
that got into a fight with a Prussian forester about 
what to do with Yosemite or Hetch-Hetchy. This is 
an important story, but it is not the whole story. 

Basically the conservation movement arose at the 
end of the closing of the frontier. That represented the 
theft of the land of native people as well as the 
extension of the metropolitan development across 
the whole country. And at the same time there was 
also the powerful segregationist impulse that was 
rampant in the country at the time, based on white 
supremacy and Manifest Destiny. The conserva- 
tion movement arose in an area that many people 
thought of as safe for white supremacy, which was 
the Pacific Northwest. 

So we take issue with the story. And the story creates 
the sense of separate movements. Henry David Thoreau 
opposed the Mexican-American War. He wrote his 
famous essay on civil disobedience in jail opposing 
this war. That essay inspired Tolstoy, Gandhi and 
Martin Luther King. Frederick Law Olmstead, the 
founder of the national park idea, wrote three best- 
selling books about the ecology of the south and 
slavery. Karl Shultz, who was Secretary of the Interior 
during the reconstruction era, was a German immi- 
grant who rallied German communities in support of 
the Black people against slavery... and was one of the 
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first people to raise the cry about protecting the vast 
American forests. People, made these figures one- 
dimensional and dealt with conservation as if it were 
unconnected to these social issues. 

The same thing happened in the 1960s. The Civil 
Rights movement had a big impact on the environ- 
mental movement of the 1970s and the 1980s. The 
arguments around animal rights were all based on the 
abolition of slavery. And all of the non-violence 
techniques used by Earth First! and Greenpeace are 
actually a direct descendent of the struggles of... the 
Civil Rights movement. Even the phrase “No Com- 
promise in Defense of Mother Earth” comes down 
directly from the abolitionist struggle, “No Compro- 
mise in the Struggle Against Slavery.” 

When Earth Day 1970 came along, it was the end of 
a decade where a lot of people felt very uncomfortable 
about the social struggles. It was very convenient to 
shift the focus to a safer political ground, which was 
the environmental movement. And during the 1970s 
and 1980s the environmental movement organiza- 
tions distanced themselves from social issues. In 
the 1990s when the people of color movements 


began to get national attention, it became very 
clear that the apocalypse that the environmental 
movement was talking about was already happen- 
ing in communities of color. 

EF!J: Where do you find this history? These ideas have 
not been represented by deep ecologists, social ecologists 
and eco-socialists that I have come across. 

CA: People write history because they havea certain 
set of intentions. It’s shocking to me... that the 
African American community has the longest, most 
continuous relationship with the land of any groupin 
North America but the Native Americans, and their 
experience is totally invisible. What kind of environ- 
mental movement is that? But it has to be said that at 
the beginning of the 1960s, nobody gave a shit about 
endangered species. We have to be grateful to the 
environmental movement because they brought up a 
set of issues that we never would have thought of 
without them. I think these are a key to the transfor- 
mations of our struggles for social justice. The envi- 
ronmental movement and the social justice move- 
ment are just tributaries of a much larger dynamic, 
and we have to bring it back together again. 

EF!J: How is the Urban Habitat Program realiz- 
ing this history by what they do? How can other 
groups do so as well? 

CA: We are fortunate in a way, being located in the 
Bay Area. We have not only a high level of awareness 
in the culture of this region about environmental 
issues, we also have an incredible diversity of popula- 
tion. It is important is to link neighborhood struggles 
to a vision of the metropolitan region. We can also 
look at issues of the watershed... 17 rivers that come 
down and empty into the bay. In a practical sense we 
see the notion of the Bay area— with 6.5 million 


uiSoig wqvy uvqip Asano? ojoyd 


people, 100 jurisdictions and nine counties—as a kind 
of a cohesive human settlement exerting pressure on 
the ecosystem. 

In terms of the whole pattern of globalization, the 
metropolitan region offers a framework for really 
addressing issues of globalization. For example, the 
questions of where the food comes from and where 
the water comes from, and questions of how toxics 
get handled at the metropolitan scale. As cities 
grow, they create huge environmental disparities. 
I call them shadow ecologies; they’re externalities in 
terms of uprooting land-based peoples and a whole 
variety of things. 

EF!J: What are the tactics and strategies you support, 
from legal to... 

CA: Direct action and all that stuff. We need to make 
all of these strategies effective. We support... every form 
of resistance that anybody can come up with. 

EF!J: What do you think of the labels “anthropocen- 
tric” versus “biocentric?” Do you think this dichotomy 
is appropriate? 

CA: Well, the whole concept of being biocentric is 
very creative, well intended and useful to get people to 
understand their empathy with the larger natural 
world. But logically it is also incoherent because 
people are a part of nature; fish have societies and so 
do horses, so do ants. Nature is also a part of people. 
But I think also the worst part is that these concepts of 
being biocentric are either deliberately or uninten- 
tionally misused to hide reactionary and racist polli- 
tics. 1 mean, Hitler loved animals. So fucking what! So 
you are making this big deal about how great the 
Fatherland is and you love the animals, but you are 
killing six million people! What kind of ethics is that? 

But I would argue that the opposition is not 
between biocentric and anthropocentric. I would 
say it is between biocentric and technocentric. It is 
either the tendency to root one’s hope and faith 
in the future in technology versus grounding it 
in the natural world. 

EF!J: A lot of people of my generation have a very 
fatalistic attitude about social change. How can we 
change that? 

CA: When I was 23 (lam 60 now) I was in New York, 
and I ran into all these people that started the sit-ins. 
They were living in atime, aculture that is very similar 
to the way things are now, especially in the South, 
where people said “you can’t do anything about this.” 
Martin Luther King JR., when he was a church pastor 
leading the Montgomery bus boycott, he was 26. All 
of these people, like Che Guevara and Fidel Castro, 
were quite young. 

It’s important to link the very local... with the 
larger understanding that we are on a journey, that 
we are the end product of four billion years of life 
on the planet. I think that young people can get 
that. We see enough young people involved around 
here to give us a sense of hope for the future. 

I think it is hard to organize. You have to be critical, 
you can’t take anything for granted. You have to learn 
to trust yourself. And as you get older, there is a kind 
of humility that comes. I think about my ancestors 
that were in those holes at the bottoms of those ships 
and I think well, if 1am about to despair, how would 
I compare myself with them? I get a lot of personal 
strength knowing that whatever they did, it made 
it possible for me to be here and I owe it to the 
future generations to do whatever is necessary for 
them to be there. I think we are hypnotized by so 
much access to media and information that it is 
kind of hard to hear your own soul. 

The main thing [is]... the honoring of the natural 
world, the honoring of our communities, the cre- 
ation of some sense of hope. The overload of 
materialism and sexism and racism has created 
such a sense of dimness in people, that somehow 
this is so fucking big that we will never get over it. 
My sense is that however big it is, the universe is 
bigger and we are in tune with that, and we have 
the potential for hope. 


BY ROSE TENDER 


Spring in New York City. Throughout the city, 
community gardens and oases of green space spring 
back to life after a gray winter. More than 750 gardens 
in the city promote safety, beauty and opportunities 
for people of all ages to freely interact with nature. 
Developed by dedicated people who refuse to tol- 
erate waste-strewn, abandoned lots in their com- 
munities, gardens provide indispensable green 
space in the midst of a sea of concrete and skyscrap- 
ers. Sweets scents, fresh food and brilliant colors 
soothe senses inundated with garbage, steel and 
pollution. And this year, gardeners are also cul- 
tivating amovement to truly revitalize the health 
of New York City. 

For over 20 years, community gardens have flour- 
ished in New York City under the caring hand of 
city residents and an agency known as Green 
Thumb. However, the city did not grant gardens 
permanent protection. Last May, gardeners and 
garden advocates were appalled when Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani ordered the Department of Hous- 
ing Preservation and Development (HPD—other- 
wise known as Housing Prevention and Destruc- 
tion) to place an emergency hold on all commu- 
nity gardens and put them on the auction block. 

Giuliani’s representative announced that the garden 
sites would be sold only to develop low-income hous- 
ing. People found this unacceptable knowing that the 
14,000 abandoned lots in NYC could be utilized both 


for low-income housing and open space. The plan to 
auction the gardens this May is a flagrant demonstra- 
tion of the administration’s disregard for the hard work 
and commitment of city residents. Public hearings 
began in January and thousands of citizens gave heart- 
felt testimony, including senior citizens and public 
school children. Members of the recently formed More 


Gardens! Coalition, a grassroots group of gardeners and 
their supporters, brought puppets, color and life to the 
drab, regimented hearings. 

The administration made no effort to respond to 
the people so the More Gardens! Coalition felt that 
more direct statements needed to be made. At the 
third hearing, the coalition brought songbooks 
with an adapted version of “Solidarity Forever” 
and distributed them. Several hours into the hear- 
ing, the room erupted into song, causing the hear- 
ing to adjourn for ten minutes. 

By the fourth and final hearing, the More Gardens! 
Coalition decided it was time to adhere to the old 
mantra, “Direct action gets the goods.” Because Mayor 
Giuliani, who had yet to attend a single hearing, has 
ultimate authority over the sale of city-owned prop- 
erty, we decided that if he would not show up to 
listen to the people, we would hold a sit-in on the 
steps of City Hall. After we arrived at the hearing in 
the morning on February 24, the mayor did not 
show; he was in Washington DC, politicking to begin 
his upcoming campaign for Senate. Energy filled the 
room as we all waited until the moment we would 
take the steps of City Hall, which had been closed to 
the public for over a year. As we made our move, we 
were pushed back inside the building as iron gates 
swung shut, denying us access to the steps. Twenty- 
five activists sat down and immediately began chant- 
ing, “More Gardens, More Democracy,” and refused 
to leave until the mayor came. People from the 
hearing, media, elected officials and police gathered 
around us. Many 
joined us chant- 
ing and singing, 
even as we were 
carried out one 
by one to police 


: Thirty were 
x arrested and 
“i 5 held overnight. 
42 The activists 
wa. continued 
4: chanting, sing- 
a= ing and educat- 
“| ingothers about 
gardens whilein 
jail. The next day we returned to City Hall fresh 
from our arraignments to testify in support of 
beneficial legislation for community gardens and 
held a press conference. 

Despite widespread public support for commu- 
nity gardens and vast positive mainstream media 
coverage, the administration has scheduled the 
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Project Harmony-An Endangered Oasis 


auction for May 13, when 126 gardens will be sold 
to the highest bidder. Cherry Tree Garden, which 
is on the auction block, sits in a triangle amidst a 
highway, a bus parking lot and a densely popu- 
lated housing project. The fragrant flowers and 
trees provide refuge in an area saturated with 
garbage, fumes and cars. Yet, if it is bought and 
developed, the use of the area will serve only to 
further contribute to the density, noise and pollu- 
tion of an already overburdened area. 

It appears that the city doesn’t understand that 
community gardens provide countless benefits. In a 
city where asthma rates are exploding, garbage is 


piling so high it must be shipped elsewhere and the 
ratio of open space to residents is dismally low, 


community gardens begin to provide remedies where 
bureaucracies have failed to implement strategic so- 
lutions. What is more, a recent study showed 95 
percent of gardens that are destroyed are left as 
garbage-strewn lots. 

The More Gardens! Coalition is working on all 
fronts—direct action, legislative, judicial and edu- 
cational. We are calling for widespread civil disobe- 
dience if the legal means fail to adequately reflect the 
will of the people. Gardening is hard enough when 
plants have to contend with pollution. We don’t 
need bulldozers and auction blocks as well. 

To support the MGIC, contact us at (212) 330-6851 
or e-mail Moregardens3@hotmail.com 


BY CYNTHIA NIBBELINK WORLEY 


I’m looking through my window at the Joseph Daniel Wilson Community 
Garden in Harlem, New York City. About 16 years ago Mr. Wilson (my 
downstairs neighbor at the time) and I had a serious talk about the horrible 
lot across the street, full of garbage, rats, drugs and prostitution. Mr. Wilson 
was already in his nineties. I knew nothing about city government or its 
agencies. But I didn’t want to pass this horror every day. So, why not a 
garden? Mr. Wilson had a backyard garden; he loved horticulture and 
homeopathy, and, while skeptical, he agreed to the garden idea. 

Shortly thereafter we founded Project Harmony, Inc.—a grassroots commu- 
nity— development organization. Both myself and my husband recognized the 
crying need for programs that would “clean up” lives in such a way that the 
overwhelming dependence on welfare would be lessened; we saw that our urban 
environment needed programs which would strengthen lives individually and 
collectively, raise self-esteem and people’s sense of personal autonomy. Mr. 
Wilson planted the first morning glories, transplants from his tiny backyard 
garden. My husband Haja worked tirelessly with the youth, planting 
trees, vegetables, flowers, shrubs. Haja supervised mural paintings— 
portraits of Malcolm X, Winnie Mandela and Bob Marley. For the first 
planting the youths went from stoop to stoop, asking each person to put 
one plant in the ground. 

Presently, women, men and youth of Project Harmony make hundreds of 
jars of jellies and preserves each year, as well as herbal vinegars and oils, salsa, 
relishes, scented oils, potpourri and a variety of crafts. Project Harmony’s 


dream is that this “Harmony Institute” will produce an abundant harvest of 
human lives conscious of their own value, the value of all people and 
conscious of the value of this Earth from which we come and to which we 
return. The survival of all of us depends upon the survival of the Earth; this 
is a challenge we must face together. 

Now the Joseph Daniel Wilson Garden is threatened by Mayor 
Giuliani’s bulldozers. This administration has decided to take the city’s 
community gardens and build “middle-income” housing—townhouses 
and condos—at the expense of low-income, hardworking people. 
Giuliani wants to erase all that we’ve done. We’re not Disney, we’re not 
The Gap, we’re not making a big enough splash. 

It is the ancient law of “eminent domain” that allows a government to 
take private property for public use. The Giuliani Administration has called 
upon this law to take both private and public properties—notably the 
gardens—to sell to mega stores and big developers. Rich private owners, it 
is argued, will increase the tax base, thus giving “the public” better schools 
and services. But who will be around to enjoy the “better services” when 
there is no air to breathe? Will the rich private owners vacate their properties 
again, fleeing to the gardens of Copenhagen or Florence, once more leaving 
the poor to manage crumbling buildings in a toxic sea of brick and mortar? 

The Giuliani administration’s destruction of community gardens is 
unconstitutional; it is domestic violence, it is heartbreaking, it is rape. 
Destruction of community gardens is destruction of community. This 
destruction of community is one of the first steps towards totalitarianism. 
That is why we must resist and save our gardens. 
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The 1999 Round River Rendezvous will be held in 
the high country of the southern San Juan mountains, 
just north of the Colorado/New Mexico border and a 
bit east of the continental divide. The site is in the San 
Juan National Forest north of Highway 17, which runs 
through two 10,000-foot passes between Chama, New 
Mexico and Antonito, Colorado. The Rendezvous 
begins June 21—the day before Summer Solstice—and 
winds up on the full moon, June 28. Feel free to come 
early to help set up or linger to help restore the site 
and to help with the San Luis and Vail campaigns 
through the summer. 


Round River Rendezvous 


SAN JUAN Mtns., CoLoRADO, JUNE 21-28, 1999 


No dogs! 

Please find your dog a caretaker before you come to 
the RRR. If you bring a dog, you and your dog will stay 
in the non-optional dog camp near the parking area. 
People who bring dogs will also be asked to help in 
the dog jail. Any dog not under their owner’s control 
will go directly to dog jail. Repeat violators will be 
asked to leave. 


The area South Te 
Persistent rumors of survivor Grizz in San Juan lle M Meade iis Al 
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the wildest heart of the Southern 
Rockies. In the sweeping green val- 
leys below, in towns like San Luis, 
Antonito and Chama, cultures that 
predate US colonization still resist 
assimilation into industrial capital- 
ism. Chicano and environmental 
activists from around the country 
have put aside their differences and 
united to protect the area’s endan- 
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Local campaign Tr 
Help Culebra EF! stop the largest Do 
logging operation in the US, which 
is systematically destroying one of 
the last and most significant habitat cor- 
ridors in the Southern Rockies. Also at stake are a 
generations-old, sustainable Chicano farming com- 
munity and several threatened and endangered 
species. With recent developments in our cam- 
paign, we now have legal support in our cause and 
may have our first opportunity to win a temporary 
injunction. It is crucial for us as a movement to 
stand in solidarity with la gente (the people) of San 
Luis, so that this area can be saved. 


10,000-plus feet 

The Rendezvous will be near the Great Divide at over 
10,000 feet. Altitude sickness, thin air, intense rays 
from the sun, and cold weather (possible snow!) are a 
few things to prepare for. So protect yourself from 
altitude sickness. Precautions include: staying hy- 
drated, avoiding alcohol, gradually acclimating your- 
self to higher altitudes and hiking 1000-feet higher 
than your campsite to help your body adjust. 


Yes, bears! 

We will bein bear country. Be prepared to hang your 
food out of bears’ reach. Bring 30-plus feet of rope and 
stuffsacks to hold all your food, toothpaste and any- 
thing else that might smell good to a bear. 
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Self-sufficiency 

Bring what you needto survive. Acommunalkitchen 
has not been organized. Bring: food for 7-10 days, hat 
and sunscreen (very important at high elevations), 
stuff to hang your food, bug protection, adequate 
protection from the elements, raingear, tent, cold- 
weather clothes, sleeping gear, TP, shovels and other 
useful tools and $25 to defray costs. 


Water 

Carry your own water bottle and don’t share con- 
tainers. There is a campground with drinking water 
about three miles away from the site (bring large water 
containers). A creek, waterfall and lake are within 
walking distance. 


Fires 

The Southwest is dry this year. We will have a limited 
number of fire circles. No other fires will be allowed! It 
will be extremely important to be cautious with cook 
stoves, cigarettes and'‘anything else that produces 
considerable heat. 


Workshops 

There will be plenty of workshops this year, as 
always. Some things to watch out for: Y2K prepared- 
ness and getting back to basics, local campaigns and 
issues, action how-tos. We're striving for an orderly 
flow of presentations rather than a free-for-all. Please 
help by letting the RRR committee know the subject, 
length and requirements of your workshop 
asap. Call the number below. 


There will be slit latrines (no plastic 
portapotties). Please don’t shit anywhere else. 
Please bring your own TP, and observe the 
basics of latrine etiquette: use ash or lime to 
cover your poop—do not fill the trench with 
dirt—and wash yer paws. 


Be nice to the site! 

This place and its inhabitants will have 
to deal with your impact long after you’ve 
gone back to the pavement. Sensitize your- 


self to the place when you arrive and know what 
not to disturb. Pack out every scrap you pack in! 


Doing your part 

Take care of yourself and your friends. Bring $25 to 
help defray costs of the Rendezvous. Everyone is also 
expected to do a security shift, help with latrines, and 
generally help the Rendezvous happen. 


Alcohol 

We encourage moderation to facilitate a more 
cohesive, coherent and productive Rendezvous. 
Many of us will drink, but remember, being shit- 
faced is not a license to be inconsiderate to others. 
No beer will be provided. 


Directions 

From Durango, CO: Take Highway 160 east to 
Pagosa Springs. In Pagosa Springs, take 84 east and 
south to Chama, NM. In Chama, take Highway 17 east 
about 20 miles. After Cumbres Pass, look for FR118 on 
the left to Trujillo Meadows. After a mile and a half, 
follow signs to the left. (Last stop for tofu: Durango 
Natural Foods, 575 E. 8th Ave; (970) 247-8129.) 

From Santa Fe, NM: Take St. Francis Dr. (84/285) 
north. At Espanola, take 84/285 west and north, then 
stay on 84 through Abiquiu and Tierra Amarilla to 
Chama. From Chama, follow Highway 17 east about 
20 miles. After Cumbres Pass, look for FR118 on the 
left to Trujillo Meadows. After a mile and a half, follow 
signs to the left. (Last stop for tofu in Santa Fe: Wild 
Oats (2 stores) or The Market Place, 627 West Alameda; 
(SOS) 984-2852.) 

From Alamosa, CO: Go south on Highway 285 
towards Antonito, CO. In Antonito, take Highway 17 
west about 25 miles. After La Manga Pass, look for 
FR118 on the right to Trujillo Meadows. After a mile 
and a half, follow signs to the left. (Last stop for tofu 
in Alamosa: Valley Food Co-op, 7565 US Highway 160 
(719) $89-5727.) 

Call us before leaving for the rendezvous! Things 
can always change with the weather. Contact the 
organizing committee at POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722; 
(S20) 620-1839. 


19 Rendezvous Later 


1981 Moab, Utah 

1982 Little Granite Creek, Wyoming 

1983 Kalmiopsis, Oregon 

1984 Heron, Montana 

1985 Uncompaghre, Colorado 

1986 North Fork of the Big Lost River, Idaho 

1987 North Rim of the Grand Canyon, Arizona 

1988 Kettle Range, Washington 

1989 Jemez Range, New Mexico 

1990 Gravelly Range, Montana 

1991 Green Mountains, Vermont 

1992 San Juans, Colorado 

1993 Mount Graham, Arizona 

1994 Katuah, Cherokee National Forest, North 
Carolina/Tennessee 

1995 Mad River, Northern California 

1996 Cove/Mallard, Idaho 

1997 Wolf River, Wisconsin 

1998 Twin Lakes, Umpqua, Oregon 
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‘Power and Politics Along t the Winnipes Biter 


by Alice Chambers 


Perched on the banks of the Winnipeg River, immediately upstream of Sakgeeng First Nation Reserve in Manitoba, the Pine Falls mill is the oldest pulp mill on the prairies and it 
shows. The mill opened in 1927 and since that time there have been concerns over resource use, corporate behaviour, regulation and enforcement. This article briefly outlines the 
resource use and corporate behaviour issues and looks in some detail at the regulatory and enforcement situations. 


Since 1927, there has been controversy over the ability of local forests to sustain the mill. Many areas of the province have been tapped to supply softwood for the 500 tonne per day 
mill. Resource extraction is allowed within provincial parks in Manitoba and three are fibre sources for the mill. Nopiming Provincial Park, the most heavily exploited, is home to 
Manitoba’s most southerly woodland caribou herd, of about 55 animals. Currently recommended for endangered status in Manitoba, woodland caribou used to range into Minnesota. 


People from neighbouring Aboriginal communities get seasonal, small logging and tree planting jobs, but not high paying mill and woodlands jobs. They also receive, according to a 

1993 quote by Eric Boyd, then of Sakgeeng First Nation Lands Department, “. . . the dumping of large amounts of poisons into the community of Sakgeeng’s water.” Ownership of, 

and whether Sakgeeng First Nation was ever compensated for, the land on which the mill sits is still in question. The people whose lives, livelihoods and traditional lands have been 
most directly affected have received the least bene- 
fits. 


Another example is the current effort by mill own- 
ers, Tembec, to obtain Navigable Waters permits for 
nearly 20 bridges built without permits. The un-per- 
mitted bridges were discovered when the Coast 
Guard was questioned about a controversial and 
dangerous bridge in Nopiming Park. It is too late to 
assess fisheries damages and it appears no charges 
will be laid. 


Mill power comes from a nearby hydro dam and 
from burning an average of 241 tonnes of coal plus 
50-60 tonnes of bark/wood wastes per day. No elec- 
trostatic precipitators control emissions from the 
burners, just dust collector systems. The 1977 air 
emissions licence, which had its limits raised twice 
under appeal from the mill, is still in effect. The 
permit limits on sulphur dioxide and particulate mat- 
ter exceed comparable limits from other provinces at 
that time and certainly do not reflect current under- 
standing of these pollutants. 


A long, well documented history of this license 
exists, showing on-going concerns from regulatory 
authorities about limits being too high, and about the 
mill pushing for higher limits although it was 
unclear that they planned to meet those permissive 
levels. Despite this, the limits were raised by 
provincial ministers. Even worse, no emissions 
compliance results have been submitted to the 
province since the early 1980s, because the air per- 
mit has no reporting requirement. During a recent 
environmental licencing process, the mill manage- 
ment specifically fought, and successfully appealed, 
inclusion of air emissions in their environmental 
licence. 


Pine Falls operated without an environmental 
licence until 1996. Despite extensive public 
demand, there was no public hearing. Public scruti- 
ny certainly was warranted. 


Unlike the mill at The Pas in northwestern 
Manitoba, which has had an effluent treatment sys- 
tem since 1979, the mill at Pine Falls did not have 
an effluent treatment system in place until 
December, 1995 - just in time to fulfill the legal 
obligations of the federal Pulp & Paper Liquid 
Effluent Regulations (PPLER). The mill received 2 
transitional authorizations in order to keep operating 
until 31 December 1995 without a treatment system. 
The effluent treatment plant has no spill pond, 
which, according to the Canadian Pulp and Paper 

To get a poster of this picture please see the back page. Photo by Marek Zaleski Association, all mills should have to prevent acci- 


dental spills during emergency situations. 


During the unlicensed period there were numerous spills. Only once were charges laid. An unreported spill (828 kg of the fungicide Busan 52) in March 1994 caused Environment 
Canada to take Pine Falls to court. The company plead guilty and was fined $50,000. There were no provincial charges. 


Of the many intolerable aspects of the spill, perhaps worst was that a Department of Fisheries and Oceans study, available to mill management, showed that the effluent plume would 
enter the drinking water inlet for Fort Alexander. Fort Alexander’s citizens had long voiced concerns to the mill about the quality of their drinking water. Neither they, nor the 
Sagkeeng Nation, also dependant on the river for drinking water, were notified for four days. Toxic chemicals in the water, the condition of fish, and rashes from swimming in the 
river continue to concern local residents 


The mill now has a de-inking plant and two paper machines. A new landfill site was required for the de-inking and effluent treatment sludge. No public environmental assessment of 
this private landfill site took place. About 200 tonnes of sludge are deposited there per day. The landfill proposal estimated that odour would not be a problem, yet there have been 
ongoing complaints, even from across the Winnipeg River. There has also been much controversy about proposals for land spreading of the sludges. 
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Continued from Page |, 


Pine Falls appears to be the only mill 
in Canada that failed to submit an 
acceptable Cycle | study report for 
Environmental Effects Monitoring 
(EEM). The EEM is a requirement for 
all mills under the PPLER, a part of 
the federal Fisheries Act. The idea 
was to design and implement monitor- 
ing plans that would start before the 
installation of new treatment plants 
and document incremental changes in 
water quality, habitat, species health 
and composition over time. Through 
legal and political manoeuvring, Pine 
Falls has evaded that goal and it is 
impossible to go back in time. Into 
the spring of 1997, Pine Falls argued 
that they should not be subject to 
PPLER, as their effluent “improved 
the quality of the Winnipeg River”. 
Many studies and Pine Fall’s own 
Environmental Impact Statement 


counter this claim. Photo by Don Sullivan 


The technical critique of Pine Falls’ Cycle 1 EEM submission was scathing. It included statements like, 
“Much of PFPCs effort and focus was consumed by the non-productive task of providing reasons why they 
should not be required to participate in the EEM process, instead of designing and conducting a field pro- 


gram and analysing the data and interpreting its results to meet the requirements outlined in the various 
EEM publications. 


Many of their arguments were based on data incorrectly collected, and analysed, or by simplifying complex 
ecological interactions down to one or two species, wherever it suited their arguments.” ; 


Despite this history of pollution and non-cooperation, local citizens have not been able to get enforcement 
action against Pine Falls. Environment Canada responded to questions about charges against PFPC for 
their clear violation of the EEM requirements by saying, “It was felt that a lengthy legal process would be 
unlikely to succeed and would be a poor use of taxpayers money.” Regardless of the innovative nature of 
the EEM, all the other pulp mills in Canada managed to complete Cycle 1. Operators like Pine Falls, who 
willfully try to evade their responsibilities, need to have enforcement action levelled against them. There is 
no level playing field for industry when a company that chooses to ignore the law receives no penalty. 


Situations like these give context to recent critiques of monitoring and enforcement of environmental legis- 
lation in Canada. Reports by both the House of Commons Standing Committee on Environment and 
Sustainable Development and by Brian Emmett, Commissioner for the Environment and Sustainable 
Development contain serious examples of inadequacy and call for major improvements. 


Tembec plans to build a new Thermo Mechanical Pulp mill, and one or two, one million board-feet 
sawmills and a world-class Oriented Strand Board plant. All are to be supplied by slow growing public 
forests. Currently, Pine Falls is negotiating an enlarged forest management licence, including wilderness 
rivers on Lake Winnipeg’s east side, an extended all weather road along the east side, and a bridge over the 
Bloodvein River. The Bloodvein is a Canadian Heritage River, nominated for its unique ecological and 
wilderness values. Given past performance, the hope for public inclusion in this process is not high. 


The Aboriginal people should participate in the allocation and management of these public forests. The 
general public, too, should have input on the plans of this historical polluter. However, negotiations are 
between Tembec and the politicians. The public is promised input at the environmental assessment review 


stage. Decisions will have already been made and the difficulty of changing them after the fact has been 
demonstrated. 


This is simply not acceptable. Readers are urged to write Christine Stewart, Minister of Environment 
Canada, and David Anderson, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, (see back page) to ask that all environmen- 
tal protection legislation be monitored and enforced. Public access to the process must be assured. Lack of 
funds should not be a deterrent to enforcement. Canada finds money to charge other criminals, and must 
do so for those that break environmental laws. 


This article was reprinted with permission from the Watershed Sentinel. 
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Pine Falls Logging Plans 
Primary Forests in Danger! 


Pine Falls plans to expand logging 
operations. A proposed 337 kilometer 
all-weather logging road will bring 
destruction to this remote boreal 
wilderness. 


Extraneous Logei ng 

Pine falls is allowed to log in Mese 
government controlled Wood Supply 
Areas. This logging has never been 
included in the environmental assessment 
of the mill's Forest Management Licence 


Area. 


Almost Logged Out 
Current Logging aréa. These forests, 
including Nopiming Provincial Park, have 
been clearcut for decades. 


* Proposed increased rate of cutting from 360,000 to 
750,000 cubic meters per year. 

* Proposed 337 km (211 miles) logging road will bring 
devastation into remote Boreal Wilderness. 

* Lawless Logging includes illegal bridges and ignoring 
water pollution requirements. 

¢ Destruction of 14 First Nations’ traditional territories. 

¢ Pristine Boreal Wilderness is being clearcut for newspa- 
pers in the US and Canada. 

¢ Unsustainable logging has forced the company to take 
wood from an ever-increasing area. Fully 1/3 of present 
cutting comes from outside the areas shown on this map. 


Anishinaabe Turtle Island Protectors 


Fourteen First Nation communities in Manitoba, Canada urgently need help to protect their her- 
itage from being destroyed by a mega-forestry development project in their traditional territories. 


The Road to Destruction 


Pine Falls Paper Company - now owned by Montreal based Tembec - is in the process of submitting a 10 
year Forest Management Plan (FMP) and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for environmental 
approval to the Government of Manitoba that would see an all weather logging road constructed on the 

East side of Lake Winnipeg. This road would traverse over some-of the most beautiful and pristine bore- 
: al forest rivef systems Canada has to offer such as the; 
Bloodvien river a designated Canadian Heritage River, the 
Berens, and the Pigeon and Popular Rivers. If Pine Falls 
Paper get provincial approval the main all weather road 
will extend some 400 km north to Island Lake. In addition 
to the main all weather road, there would also be hundreds 
of kilometers of secondary roads branching out from all 
directions from the main road, creating even further access 
problems. 


In addition to the road, the company intends on increasing 
to double it’s current Licence Area and it’s annual allow- 
able cut from its current rate of 360,000 cubic meters a 
year to over 750,000 cubic meters annually in the next two 
years. Also, they are requesting that their Licence Area be 
expanded into areas that are currently primary old growth 
boreal forest in the Canadian Shield region. 


This all weather road would allow Pine Falls Paper 
Company year around access to clear cut remote pristine 
wilderness areas and would have severe adverse impacts 
on 14 First Nations communities, impacting on the Treaty 
Rights, their Traditional Land Use Areas and their way of 
life. In short, the traditional way of life and those of 
future generations will be greatly affected with the huge 
increases in clear cutting proposed by Tembec. 


In addition to destroying the traditional way of life for 
First Nations communities, many Outfitters, Lodge owners 
and small float plane operators who make a living in the 
area - by promoting the unspoiled wilderness experience 
of the area to their customers - would be severely impact- 
ed by increased access to remote wilderness areas that this 
road would bring. 


Finally, no one is quite sure what the long term cumulative 
impacts will be, as a result of increased clear cutting and 
increased access to these remote areas, to the animals, fish 
populations, watersheds, plant life and the ecosystems 
they depend on. 


Ignoring Pleas for Sane Planning 


The Government Manitoba is unwilling to develop a comprehensive land use management plan for the 
area, that take into account other forest values prior to proceeding with the processes of Licencing 
Tembec’s planned expansion activities, and to implement the recommendations from its own report con- 
ducted in January of 1987. So far they have ignored our pleas. 


The 1987 Provincial Overview Plan for the East Side of Lake Winnipeg undertaken by several agencies 
of the Government of Manitoba was designed to “resolve current difficulties in administering land and to 
minimize present and potential land use conflicts.” (Pg. 1) 


This Plan was intended “to give guidance for land use decision making in both a short, five-year term 
and over a longer 20-year time horizon”. (pg. 1) 


The report was never adopted or approved by the Government of Manitoba. Outlined below are just a 
few of the concerns identified by the 1987 report to be resolved prior to increased development activities 
along the East side of Lake Winnipeg, 


“The plan area has many heritage resources...the Branch has not had an opportunity to investi- 
gate most of the plan area.” (pg. 7) 


“Environmental impacts... can be minimized if existing environmental programs are implement- 
ed prior to major development or alteration of existing land use practices.” (pg. 23) 


“Maintenance of fish and wildlife populations and the habitats upon which they depend.” (pg. 
23) 


Your help is needed to call for a full federal panel review of Tembec’s 10 Year Plan and 
Environmental Impact Statement. 


First Nation communities impact by this mega-project desperately need your help in calling for a full 
federal government panel review of Tembec’s 10 Year Plan. We believe that a federal panel review will 
provide for a transparent, independent assessment process that will take into account the concerns raised 
by the First Nation communities along the East side of Winnipeg to this project. 


Under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act the federal government has a responsibility and an 
obligation to conduct an assessment on the cumulative adverse environmental impacts associated with 
this proposed project. So far they have been unwilling to do so. 


Our cultural heritage depends on your support. We are asking you to write, phone or fax the CEO of 
Tembec and Canadian Members of Parliament (see last page) to demand that the federal government 
conduct a panel review of Tembec’s proposed plan and that they assess the adverse cumulative economic, 
social and environmental impacts of logging that will be associated with the construction of an all weath- 
er road and various bridge crossing along the East side of Lake Winnipeg and their proposed mill expan- 
sion plans. 


Garry Raven, Hollow Water First Nation 


Th 


Photo by Marek Zaleski 


What you can do to help Manitoba’s Boreal Forest Please contact the CEO of Tembec and tell him to stop. 


. ; : : ae, Frank A. Dottorri, CEO Tembec Inc. 
Please write, fax, phone or e-mail the following people and request that a full federal 800 Rene Levesque Blvd., West, Suite 2790, Montreal, 


panel review be struck under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act to review Quebec, H3B 1X9 Canada 
the Tembec 10 year forest development plans. Make sure to ask that all environ- Phone: 1-514-871-0137, Fax: 1-514-397-0896 
mental laws be strictly enforced. The Boreal Forest cannot survive lawless logging. se apes eek cchesan ain 


The Hon. Christine Stewart The Hon. David Anderson The Hon. Jane Stewart : 

Federal Minister of Environment Federal Minister of Fisheries and Federal Minister of Indian & For Your Information 

10 Wellington St., Hull, Quebec Oceans Northern Affairs The Tembee mill in Pine Falls sells 70° of its paper to the United 
K1A 0H3 200 Kent St., Ottawa, Ont. 10 Wellington St., Terrasses de la States and 30% Stays 1n Canada. If you receive any of these new Spa- 
Phone: 1-819-997-1441 K1A OE6 Chaudiere, North Tower pers please contact us. We would like to raise the profile of this issue 
Fax: 1-819-953-3457 Phone: 1-613-992-3474 Hull, Que. KIA 04H in your community. 

E-mail: Stewart. C@parl.gc.ca Fax: 1-613-990-7292 Phone: 1-819-997-0002 


American Newspapers Cunadian Newspapers 
E-mail: Anderson. D@parl.ge.ca_ Fax: 1-819-953-4941 


The Rocky Mountain News Regina Leader Post 
(Scripps Howard Supply) Winnipeg Free Press 


Support Manitoba’s Future Forest Alliance Omaha World News Winnipeg Sun 


¢ Urge your State Legislature to enact legislation to require all 
newspapers produced in your State to use newsprint made with 
high recycled content, (greater than 50% post-consumer). 


I would like to make a donation to Manitoba’s Future Forest Alliance 
en DDO Y SSO AO Other 


Please send me _____ posters of the photograph on the front page for $20 cach 


(includes shipping and handling) Layout and Production 
. 7 David Nickarz 
Enclosed is my cheque for $_ e-mail: dnickarz@autobahn.mb.ca 
Send a tax deductible reciept?_ 
Contributors 


Alice Chambers 
2-70 Albert Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, R3B Don Sullivan <sullivan@mbnet.mb.ca> 


Phone (204) 947-3081 Fax (204) 947-3076 Garry Raven 
Marek Zaleski 


Please send to Manitoba’s Future Forest Alliance. 


Name: 


AGdTESS 2 ee Ss Visit these web sites 
www.sll.fi/TRN 
Phone: Facsimilie >> www.borealnet.org 
www.autobahn.mb.ca/~dnickarz/ 


<1. BIG OIL- BIG LIES: 
THE EXOCON DISASTER CONTINUES 
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BY GREGORY PALAST 


The tenth anniversary of the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill on March 24 was com- 
memorated by the solemn retelling of 
lies. The official story is, “Drunken Skip- 
per Hits Reef.” Don’t believe it. 

The captain, Joe Hazelwood, was be- 
low decks, sleeping off his bender. The 
man left at the helm, the third mate, 
would never have hit Bligh Reef had the 
ship’s radar been operational. The com- 
plex Raycas system costs a lot to operate 
so frugal Exxon management left it bro- 
ken and useless for the entire year be- 
fore the grounding. 

There’s more to the story you've never 
been told. 

Just 10 months before the spill, the six 
oil companies that own Alaska’s oil 
held a secret, top-level meeting in Ari- 
zona where Theo Polasek, their chief of 
Valdez operations, warned that it was 
“not possible” to contain an oil spill in 
the center of Prince William Sound— 
exactly where the Exxon Valdez 
grounded. Polasek needed millions of 
dollars for spill containment equipment. 
The law required it. The companies 
promised it to regulators. Then at the 
meeting, they vetoed it. 

Smaller spills before the Exxon disas- 
ter could have alerted government 
watchdogs that the port’s oil-spill con- 
tainment system was rotting. But ac- 
cording to Erlene Blake, the oil group’s 
lab technician, management routinely 
ordered her to change test results to 
eliminate “oil-in-water” readings. The 
procedure was simple, Blake says. She 
was told to dump out oily water and 
refill test tubes from a bucket of 
cleansed sea water that they called, 


Critical Mass j Fa Riko takes to the streets 10 years after the Exxon Valdez spill; get on your bikes! 


“the miracle barrel.” 

Aconfidential letter dated April 1984, 
four full years before the big spill, writ- 
ten by Captain James Woodle (then the 
oil group’s Valdez port commander), 
warned management that due to a re- 
duction in workers, age of equipment, 
limited training and lack of personnel, 
they seriously doubted that a medium 
or large size oil spill could be contained 
and cleaned up effectively. 

According to Woodle, there was a 
spill at Valdez before the Exxon colli- 
sion, though not nearly as large. When 
he prepared to report it to the govern- 
ment, his supervisor forced him to take 
back the notice, with the Orwellian 
command, “You made a mistake. This 
was not an oil spill.” 

The fable of the Drunken Skipper has 
served the oil industry well. It trans- 
forms the most destructive oil spill in 
history into a tale of human frailty—a 
terrible, but one-time accident. But bro- 
ken radar, missing equipment, phan- 
tom spill personnel, faked tests—the 
profit-mad disregard of law—made the 
spill disaster not an accident but an 
inevitability. 

The canard of the alcoholic captain 
has also provided effective camouflage 
for the party most responsible for the 
destruction in Alaska: British Petro- 
leur (BP). 

Alaska’s oil is BP oil. The company 
owns and controls a majority of the 
Alaska Pipeline system, the consortium 
called Alyeska. Exxon is a junior part- 
ner, and four others are just along for 
the ride. Captain Woodle, Technician 
Blake and Vice-President Polasek all 
worked for BP’s Alyeska. 

But we now know that BP’s London 
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headquarters learned of the alleged fal- 
sification of reports to the US govern- 
ment years before the spill. In Septem- 
ber 1984, independent oil shipper 
Charles Hamel of Washington DC, 
shaken by evidence he received from 
Alyeska employees, hopped the first 
available Concorde at his own expense 
to warn BP executives in London about 
the frauds in the Valdez labs. 

Furthermore, Captain Woodle swears 
he personally delivered his damning list 
of missing equipment and personnel (a 
violation of code) directly into the hands 
of BP’s Alaska chief, George Nelson. It 
became a matter of corporate self-pres- 
ervation for BP that Woodle’s letter, 
Hamel’s London trip and many other 
warnings of the deteriorating contain- 
ment system never saw the light of day. 

Alyeska showed Woodle a file of his 
marital infidelities (all bogus), then of- 
fered him pay-outs on condition that 
he leave the state within days and prom- 
ise never to return. 

As for Hamel, the oil shipping bro- 
ker, BP in London thanked him, then 
secretly launched a campaign to hound 
him out of the industry. They hired a 
CIA expert who wiretapped Hamel’s 
phone lines, smuggled microphones 
into his home, intercepted his mail 
and tried to entrap him with young 
women. The industrial espionage ca- 
per was personally ordered and con- 
trolled by BP executive James Hermiller, 
President of Alyeska. A US federal judge 
told Alyeska this conduct was “remi- 
niscent of Nazi Germany.” 

BP’s inglorious role in the Alaskan oil 
game began in 1969 when the oil group 
bought the most valuable real estate in 
all Alaska, the Valdez oil terminal land, 
from the Chugach natives. Alyeska paid 
one dollar. 

Although a US Supreme Court Justice 
explained to the natives the worth of 
their claim on this land, their own law- 
yer, the state’s most powerful legislator, 
advised them not to press for payment. 
Within months of signing away the 
natives’ rights to Alyeska, he became 
Alyeska’s lawyer. 

When the pipeline opened in 1974, 
law required Alyeska to maintain round- 
the-clock oil spill response teams. As 
part of the come-on to get hold of the 


Chugach’s Valdez property, Alyeska 
hired the natives for this emergency 
work. They practiced leaping out of 
helicopters into icy water, learning to 
surround leaking boats with rubber bar- 
riers. But natives soon found they were 
assigned to cover up spills not clean 
them up. Their foreman David Decker 
told me he was expected to report an oil 
spill as two gallons when two thousand 
gallons had spilled! 

Alyeska kept the natives at the termi- 
nal for two years—long enough to help 
break the dock workers union then, 
quietly, fired them all. To deflect in- 
quisitive inspectors, Alyeska created 
sham teams, listing names of oil termi- 
nal workers who did not have the foggi- 
est idea how to use spill equipment, 
which, in any event, was missing, bro- 
ken or existed only on paper. 

When the Exxon Valdez ran 
aground, there was no native spill 
crew, only chaos. 

Yet, Alyeska was able to settle all claims 
for only two percent of the acknowl- 
edged damage—roughly a $50-million 
payout that was fully covered by an 
insurance fund. Ajury ordered Exxon to 
pay $5 billion, though the petroleum 
giant continues to stall payment. (The 
only lesson BP learned from the oil spill 
catastrophe must be to keep your name 
off the ship.) 

I often return to Prince William 
Sound and get news from the native 
villages. At Chenega, they are prepar- 

ing to spend’another summer scrub- 
bing rocks. Last year, they pulled 20 
tons of sludge off their beaches. At 
Nanwalek village, the state again de- 
clared the clams inedible, poisoned by 
persistent hydrocarbons. Salmon carry 
abscesses and tumors, the herring 
never returned and the sea lion rook- 
ery at Montague Island remains silent 
and empty. 

But despite what my eyes see, I must 
have it wrong, because right here in an 
Exxon brochure it says, “The water is 
clean and plant, animal and sea life are 
healthy and abundant.” 

Gregory Palast’s series of investigative 
reports appears fortnightly in the London 
Observer, Manchester Guardian Media 
Group. For reprints or comments, contact 
gregory.palast@guardian.co.uk, 


Slick Actions at the Seattle 
ee Oil Spill Conference 


Almost exactly 10 years after the Exxon Valdez disaster, a group of fishermen, 
scientists, and environmentalists from Prince William Sound and beyond headed 
down to the 1999 Oil Spill Conference in Seattle. Calling themselves the Alaskan 
Truth Squad, they came to expose the reality of oil spills and the industry’s lies 
to the public. They illuminated truths such as Prince William Sound has not 
recovered from the 1989 oil spill, Exxon has yet to pay on its lawsuit, and 
ecosystems and fishing commiunitie$’still suffer. They said Prince William Sound 
can not take another spill'and neither can the western shorelines. 

The Exxon Valdez oil spill was one of the biggest human-made disasters in 
history. Forty-thousand tons of crude oil covered 10,000 square miles of the once- 
pristine Prince William Sound. This caused billions in damages to fishing 
communities and native villages, threatening their subsistence lifestyle in the 
sound. The death toll includes an estimated 250,000 seabirds, 300 harbor seals, 
2,800 sea otters, 250 bald eagles; 22: killer whales, almost the entire herring 
population and many more species, Of the species surveyed, only two have 
recovered in the last ten years. 

Every oil spill confererice put on by big industry. needs a celebrity speaker. This 
year, conference organizers hoped Ted Danson would make them look good. They 


didn’t count on the Truth Squad holding a press conference with Ted before hand. 
After hearing the testimony of Alaskan scientists, natives and fishermen, what else 
could Ted do but ream the oil industry in his keynote address? It’s not often you 
can hear a pin drop in a crowd of hundreds of people, but, after Ted’s opening day 
speech addressing the slick oil industry, you could. Befuddled oil execs were 
stunned speechless. Senator Slade Gorton (R-WA) announced he plans to oppose 
the Exxon/Mobil merger until Exxon pays its $5 billion judgment. Also opposing 
the merger were many environmental groups and the city of Cordova, AK. 

On March 9, day two of the conference, citizens from Alaska, Oregon, 
Washington and California took out two Greenpeace Zodiacs and a banner 
reading, “Big Oil, Big Lies, the Exxon Disaster Continues,” to an on-water oil spill 
clean-up demonstration. As the tide came in over the net-like oil clean-up device, 
demonstrating why oil recovery doesn’t work, many took to the water and the 
dock with signs demanding prevention as hundreds of people watched. 

“What the hell is that?” asked conference goers on the final day, browsing the 
latest in oil spill technology in the demonstration product advertising room. 
They were referring to the fish covered with oily rocks taken from the Prince 
William Sound only a week earlier that a well dressed woman was serving on 
an appetizer tray. Also on the tray was a flier about the myths and realities of 
oil spills. “I felt 1 needed to bring home the reality that, unlike what has been 
said here, an oil spill is not a minor accident, but a catastrophe that will maybe 
never heal... I’ve seen the oil on the water, the sound has not recovered,” said 
a Truth Squad member. 

The next oil spill conference will be in Tampa, Florida in 2001. See you there. 
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GLOBALIZATION 


BY KAREN COULTER 


Challenging corporate governance over the Earth is 
key to achieving our goals in almost every issue 
problem we face—from poverty, racism and sexism to 
unprecedented worldwide forest destruction and spe- 
cies extinction. For instance, poverty, racism and 
sexism are institutionalized through corporate-im- 
posed property law and scapegoating by 
a wealthy elite eager to hide the real 
source of societal ills. Framing our work 
within the broader context of ending 
corporate rule gives us a strategic focus 
and new targets that address the issues 
on a systemic level, dismantling the 
mechanisms of corporate control that 
continually throw more of the same 

problems at us. We’ve been fighting 
endless brushfires instead of dealing 
with what fuels the inferno. So that we 
may more effectively defend the Earth, 
it is important to recognize the effects 
that the globalization of finance has 
on biodiversity. 

Corporate globalization violates envi- 
ronmental sustainability by promoting 
the use of resources beyond the ability of 
ecosystems to replace them; it pro- 
motes consumption and waste of non- 
renewable resources beyond the pace 
of development and use of renewable 
“substitutes” and pollution emissions 
exceeding the ecosystems’ assimilative 
capacity. Examples of how globaliza- 
tion operates include Taiwan and South 
Korea as both suffer extreme environ- 
mental degradation as a direct conse- 
quence of World Bank-imposed policy 
over the last decades. They have also 
achieved tremendous rates of economic 
growth so the World Bank uses the two 
as models for all Third World nations, 
despite these “successes” being overshad- 
owed by the domino effect of the related 
Asian economic crisis. 

Creating a global economy means gen- 
eralizing this destructive process and 
transforming the great numbers of still 
largely self-sufficient people in rural areas of less 
developed countries into unsustainable consumer cul- 
tures. Already, the strain of increasing levels of con- 
sumption, the adoption of environmentally destruc- 
tive ways of living and gross disparities in wealth in 
developing countries is putting people in direct com- 
petition with other species. 

Defining characteristics of economic globalization 
include an emphasis on exports, increased transport 
of goods, greater competition among transnational 
corporations, deregulation and standards of free trade 
that fail to incorporate measures to protect ecological 
integrity. All of these factors increase pressures on 
ecological stability and biodiversity. 

Structural Adjustment requirements imposed by 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on coun- 
tries with development loans include reductions in 
domestic spending on environmental protection 
and increased production of cash crops (felling 
native forests for timber exports or converting wild 
lands to monoculture agriculture) to pay back the 
loans and staggering interest rates. The transport of 
exports creates ridiculous scenarios of high energy 
use and pollution from shipping goods to countries 
that often export the same or similar resources pro- 
duced locally. Examples of this are raw log exports 
from the US while simultaneously importing wood 
products from Chile and shipping US apples to Japan 
while importing New Zealand apples. In 1991, four- 
billion tons of freight exported through shipping used 
as much energy as the entire economies of Brazil and 
Turkey combined. 

Immense highway projects are also being constructed 
across wild and indigenous communal lands in coun- 
tries like Mexico and Brazil to accommodate increased 
global trade. The Trans-Amazonian highway is de- 
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signed to supply Asian markets with more timber and 
minerals while ripping through one of the most 
diverse native forests in the tropics, fragmenting habi- 
tat and opening up previously inaccessible lands to 
logging, mining, ranching and settlement. In Brazil, 
the Hidrovia Project is being promoted to expand and 
accelerate the transport of goods along the Rio de la 
Plata. This project would dry out Pantanal, the world’s 
largest wetland, which contains the highest diversity 
of mammals on Earth. 

In the melee of the global economy, countries can’t 
strengthen environmental regulations that increase 
corporate costs without violating the binding agree- 
ments of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). For instance, the Amazon’s rubber tappers, 
who sustainably extract latex from rubber trees scat- 
tered throughout intact forests, will have to compete 
with rubber grown on Asian plantations created by 
clearing entire tropical forests because tariffs on natu- 
ral rubber imports are due to be eliminated under 
multilateral trade agreements. Accordingly, 
transnational tire corporations such as Michelin and 
Goodyear, which have plants in Brazil, may challenge 
rubber tappers’ rights to exist as an industry. 

To increase competition in the face of unrestricted 
global trade, corporations increasingly cut costs by 
drastically reducing the number of their employees. 
The Valdez oil spill occured in part because Exxon 
reduced its supertanker crews by one-third. 

Corporate globalization directly stimulates the two 
leading causes of species extinction: habitat destruc- 
tion and the introduction of invasive exotic species. 
Rampant exploitation of the natural world provides 
unprecedented opportunities for investors to increase 
their capital return. 

What’s more, gluts in the world timber markets 
from unrestricted investment and production cause 
governments to increase logging subsidies and roll 
back more regulations in an attempt to maintain 
competitiveness. A memorable example of this was 
the 1995 Salvage Rider in the US. Essentially, this was 
a “Global Competitiveness Restoration Act” for do- 
mestic logging corporations that faced decreasing 
access to forests, increasing regulatory costs and greater 
competition from cheap imports. The US logging 
industry wanted unrestricted access 
to more trees at less cost. The sas @ir 
Salvage Rider provided this by 7° 
suspending all laws applicable 4, @ 
to logging on national forests. 
As aconsequence, some of the 
last remaining roadless areas 
with large, intact forest habi- 
tat went up for bid at below- Ag h* 
market cost. This effectively Ay ° 
privatized public lands at a ¥ 
highly subsidized price. 

Increasing access to over- 
seas timber is also undermin- 
ing efforts to reduce wood 
fiber consumption in the US. 
Paper mills that invested in 
technology upgrades to pro- 
duce higher recycled-con- 
tent products are being un- 
dercut by cheap and plenti- 
ful supplies of unused pulp. 

US logging corporations 
continue to expand into 
markets overseas under 
the favorable protection 
of international trade con- 
sortiums such as the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) and the Asian 
Pacific Economic Community (APEC), whose mem- 
ber countries are home to 63 percent of the world’s 
last primary forests. These forests are the target of 
a sweeping new agenda to increase worldwide 
consumption of wood products, open up native 
forests to logging, weaken environmental protec- 
tions and, incidentally, open the door to invasive 
species. This disastrous initiative is scheduled to be 
introduced for negotiation at the WTO’s third 
ministerial meeting in Seattle, Washington, be- 


tween November 30 and December 3. 

Already, global free trade has proven devastating 
to forests in Canada, Mexico, Brazil and Chile. The 
1994 North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) brought Canadian forests under the disci- 
pline of binding international trade rules. Deregu- 
lation, privatization of public resources, govern- 
ment subsidies and liberalized trade have together 
given rise to a huge export-driven wood products 
industry in Canada. Since NAFTA, 15-wood prod- 
uct corporations have set up operations in Mexico, 
with much of their investments targeting some of 
North America’s largest remaining intact forests. 
NAFTA also brought about the repeal of Article 27 
of the Mexican Constitution, which gave the Mexi- 
can people rights to communal land ownership 
and eliminated Mexican restriction on foreign own- 
ership of property (previously limited to 49 per- 
cent). Since 80 percent of Mexico’s forests are 
found on indigenous reserves or communal land 
holdings, new legal status for private, industrial 
tree plantations was obtained to protect investors. 

International Paper used the Mexican 
government’s attempts to attract foreign capital 
after the 1994 peso crash to compromise Mexico’s 
laws governing forest exploitation, gaining large 
federal subsidies and “new flexibility” for the En- 
vironment Secretariat to waive protections for 
biodiversity, soil and water quality. A controver- 
sial project in Chile is the proposed investment by 
the Trillium Corporation in logging hundreds of 
thousands of acres of rare native forests for chip 
exports (see EF!J June-July 1998). Trillium also has a 
pending investment to log 140,000 acres of lenga 
forests on the Argentina side of Tierra del Fuego. 

Soon after the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, 
the Brazilian government announced that private 
interests could legally challenge indigenous land titles, 
which cover vast forested areas throughout Amazonia, 
Peracchi, a logging corporation well known for its 
illegal logging of mahogany on indigenous lands, 
moved in to claim land forming part of two indig- 
enous reserves in the State of Para, threatening the 
Apyterewa and Bau people’s cultural existence, as well 
as the forest. Since 1996, Brazil has lured several Asian 
logging corporations to purchase the logging rights to 
millions of acres. Champion International recently 

sold its degraded land in New England and is joining 
the expansion of logging operations in Brazil and 
other countries in South America. 

What’s more, the financial meltdown in Asia— 
itself an effect of the global- 
ization of financial mar- 
kets—will have major ef- 
fects on how and by whom 
Indonesia’s forests will be 
controlled. Bailout agree- 
ments with the IMF will 
put Indonesia’s forests un- 
der more direct control by 
foreign corporations and 
market forces. 

Bio-invasion of exotic 
species is another threat to 
biodiversity from ex- 
panded global trade. In the 
San Francisco Bay and 

Delta, one of the world’s 
busiest ports for trade ac- 
tivity, at least 21 alien spe- 
cies have successfully im- 
planted themselves. 
Baykeepers, a group of lo- 
cal biologists, estimate that 
8S percent of the species 
in the bay are exotic. On a 
broader scale, several tree 
species have been nearly 
eliminated in the US after 
the introduction of exotic fungi and insects, includ- 
ing the chestnut tree, the Dutch elm, the white pine 
and the Port Orford cedar. Half of the species listed as 
endangered in the US are listed, in part, because of 
invasive species. 

This concludes the first part of this compelling two-part 
special report on the impacts of corporate globalization. 
Make sure you catch the second part next issue, as Coulter 
discusses the origins of trade agreements and elaborates 
on how they enable corporations to circumvent environ- 
mental regulations. 
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BY NICOLE ROSMARINO AND Rop CoRONADO 


Since February, the Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDW) 
has released 12 Canada lynx into the Weminuche Wilderness 
of the San Juan Mountains, marking the latest development 
in the battle to save this wildcat from disappearing in the 
Lower 48. “They’re back!” declared a CDW biologist as he 
opened the first cage; another biologist quietly proclaimed to 
reporters, “never left...” What the state reintroduction effort 
hides is a strategy on the part of state and federal agencies to 
strip away future protection for the lynx under the Endan- 
gered Species Act (ESA). 

Lynx experts and biologists from the Colorado and US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) believe that a small, remnant 
lynx population still lives in Colorado, and more than a 
hundred sightings of lynx and/or tracks have been made in 
the area slated for destruction by ski resort developer, Vail 
Associates. Colorado’s economic growth-promoting politi- 
cians have long feared that ESA protection for the lynx would 
curtail commercial developments, especially the 
billion dollar ski industry that is the backbone of 
Colorado’s tourism industry. 

With the upcoming court-ordered listing of 
the lynx under the ESA in July, Colorado has 
implemented its own lynx reintroduction pro- 
gram with wild-trapped lynx from Canada and 
Alaska rather than afford full ESA protection to 
the native cats. 

CDW admits its undertaking is intended to 
avoid federal measures to ensure protection for 
lynx in Colorado. If the transplanted lynx sur- 
vive in the San Juans, CDW will proclaim lynx 
recovery; if they die, Colorado will proclaim that 
thereis nosuitable habitat. Either way, Colorado’s 
politicians and ski corporations will be insulated 
| from ESA infringement and can continue with 

business as usual (i.e. lynx habitat destruction). 

The USFWS has resisted listing the lynx for over 

five years. Had it done its job and responded 
fo presente dromaseniet imperilment without legal — 
pressure from environmentalists, USFWS could 
have provided desperately needed protection for 
Colorado’s shrinking lynx homelands and safe- 
guarded the prime lynx habitat destroyed by Vail 
Associates in its CAT III expansion. 

Like wolf reintroduction in Yellowstone and the South- 
west, state and federal officials will determine the legal 
| listing of not only reintroduced lynx but also surviving 
populations in Colorado. Should authorities mandate less 
ESA protection for lynx with a listing as “threatened” as 
opposed to “endangered,” penalties for killing lynx would 
be less and restrictions on activities that threaten lynx 
habitat would be circumvented. This would serve commer- 
cial interests more than the lynx and diminish the effective- 
ness of the ESA to protect endangered species and the 
homelands necessary for their survival. 

Even the San Juan lynx reintroduction site is acknowledg- 
ment of the continuing threat to lynx habitat in Colorado. 
While believed to still live near Vail in the White River 
National Forest, the ongoing habitat destruction by 
Colorado’s ski industry precludes releasing wild-caught 
lynx there. Instead, the reintroduction is relegated by CDW 
to the southernmost margins of the lynx’s range, 200 miles 
south of the White River. 

State lynx reintroduction programs like Colorado’s fraudu- 
lent one must be prevented and not serve as a replacement for 
much-needed protection throughout the lynx’s range in the 
lower 48 states. Also, CDW should not obtain wild lynx from 
the fur trade, the very interests responsible for the lynx’s 
demise and who profit from their continuing exploitation. At 
the February release, news footage shows that lynx reintro- 
duced into the San Juans had trapping injuries. Some were 
visibly lame and four, including two ten-month old kittens, 
have died from starvation. 

Furthermore, the removal of lynx from Canada and Alaska 
threatens indigenous lynx populations. For the Colorado 
relocation, 110 lynx will be relocated from British Columbia 
and Alaska. Lynx populations naturally rise and fall in a ten 
year cycle along with their principal prey, the snowshoe hare, 
and it’s hard enough for them to survive without the threat of 
trapping for fur or relocation. 

Environmentalists and wildlife advocates should chal- 
lenge the compromised nature of many endangered species 
reintroductions. Such projects often provide green cover 
while the habitat of remnant populations of endangered 
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wildlife is destroyed. It also fails to address the root cause of 
species imperilment, including the commercial trade in 
endangered wildlife. 

The decimation of the lynx can be attributed largely to 
the fur industry. In the 1960s, high demand by the fashion 
industry for lynx fur drove pelt prices skyward. As a result, 
the ‘70s and ‘80s witnessed lynx over-trapping in the 
contiguous states with trappers flying into the most remote 
of homelands in Canada, trapping out entire regions as pelt 
prices rose to over $500: each. 

The lynx nation’s fight for survival does not end in 
Colorado. With wild lynx populations pillaged and cur- 
rent pelt prices at $75-$125, US fur dealers have turned to 
the fur farm industry to supplement the wild Canadian 
and Russian lynx fur supply. 

One of the largest lynx farms is Fraser Fur Farm in Ronan, 
MT, located on the Flathead Reservation. In the 70s, Stuart 
Fraser, a commercial trapper, live-trapped wild lynx from the 
Mission Mountain Wilderness and began a lynx-breeding 
operation. With approximately 
60 breeding pairs of lynx, Fraser 
Fur Farm “produces” average lit- 
ter sizes of three kittens, some- 
times with two litters a year. 

Licensed by the US Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, these ma- 
jestic cats are forced to live in 
four-foot square wire cages, and 
wild-caught lynx can be seen 
pacing their cages in view of the 
snowy peaks of their former wil- 
derness homelands. On Fraser’s 
farm, in addition to the neurosis 
and stereotypic behavior all wild 
animals endure in intensive con- 
Sj finement conditions, lynx (and 
“4 = approximately 150 bobcats) suf- 
|= fer from cut, bleeding and swol- 
4= len paws caused by steel wire 


=2j> and noses caused by a slaughter- 
#3 house by-product diet. 

SS e= = The lynx kittens on Fraser’s 
one Sj] farm have their fur evaluated; 
cats whose fur quality is not up 
to standard are labeled “fur rejects” and sold as exotic pets for 
$500. Fraser recommends that lynx sold as pets be declawed, 
defanged and neutered. According to a survey among own- 
ers, 75 percent of lynx and bobcats sold by Fraser Fur Farm are 
unmanageable and cannot be handled. Those not sold as 
pets are killed at three to six months and frozen for taxidermy 
mounts or sold for scrap fur. 

The ESA should legally prohibit lynx fur farms in Mon- 
tana, Utah, Minnesota, Idaho and North Dakota from 
breeding and trafficking in endangered species. But in July, 
when USFWS issues its decision on whether lynx in the 
Lower 48 states will be listed under the ESA as threatened or 
endangered, it plans an exemption to leave lynx farms in 
business. Such action encourages commerce domestically 
while creating an avenue whereby lynx illegally trapped in 
the US could enter the international fur market. 

With as few as 400 wild lynx remaining in the contiguous 
states, our vision for lynx preservation calls for full federal 
ESA protection as endangered, no weakened state classifica- 
tion, thorough protection of areas where lynx still survive 
and complete bans on the commercial breeding of lynx and 
the trade in lynx pelts. This action is not radical; it simply 
fulfills the legal measures and protection the ESA intended. 
USFWS should also negotiate to transfer all captive lynx 
from fur farm ownership to facilities where reintroduction 
candidates could be rehabilitated for release into the wild. 
Those unsuitable for reintroduction should be housed in 
natural surroundings, similar to Mexican wolves in the 
USFWS breeding program, to eliminate the need to translo- 
cate wild lynx from the wild while also serving as a breeding 
colony for further reintroduction efforts. 

We must demand that USFWS and state wildlife agencies 
give lynx the full legal protection they deserve as mandated by 
law and shut down the commercial trade of our lynx relations. 
The ELF and other groups have brought the lynx’s plight to the 
world’s eyes; now let’s remind Americans of the need to 
organize in defense of all animal nations threatened by the fur 
trade and commercial development. Free the lynx! 

Write Rocky Mountain Animal Defense, 2525 Arapahoe 
#E4-335, Boulder, CO 80302; (303) 449-4422 ; www.rmad.org. 
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PRIMITIVISM, N(1861) A: BELIEF IN THE SUPERIORITY OF A SIMPLE WAY OF LIFE CLOSE 


TO NATURE 


- BELIEF IN THE SUPERIORITY OF NONINDUSTRIAL SOCIETY TO THAT OF 


THE PRESENT 2: THE STYLE OF ART OF PRIMITIVE PEOPLES OR PRIMITIVE ARTISTS 


BY BUGBREATH 


I used to feel 
annoyed with 
the universe for 

placing me here 


on Earth at this 
time. I felt lost and 
displaced. This world 
of concrete and 
clearcuts was not my 
world. I know the joy 
and connection of being 
part of a tribe living in har- 
mony with Earth. I know it 
deep in my genetic memory 
so strongly that I am sure I 
have lived before in a primitive 
village of forest-ocean people. I long to 
be free of the linear time trap and to 
know wholeness again. 

But as I learn about the changes hap- 
pening to the Earth, I understand that 
it is a great honor to be here at this 
difficult and exciting time. I know that 
my soul has chosen to participate in a 
vast event, the passing of one world 
into the next, and I pray that spirit will 
guide me, that I will be open to receive 
the messages. Sometimes, the way be- 
fore me becomes clear and I know what 
I must do. 

This was my experience last summer 
when [knew that somehow, somewhere, 
[had to goto a primitive skills gathering. 
A winter of forest activism had left me 
feeling burned out, as if all the energy 
had been sucked out of me. I was craving 
rejuvenation. Before I even made it 
to the gathering at Wintercount, I [Jp 
challenged myself and expanded 
my parameters of the possible by 
departing from veganism and eat- 
ing a grasshopper toasted on acamp- 
fire on the bank of the Verde River 


patiently and diligently, scraping it, 
soaking it in brains, wringing it out, 
breaking it, buffing it, smoking it until 
it was velvety, like worn-in flannel, 
ready to be carried with me. I am grate- 
ful for the little deer whose life and 
death has become a part of my life. 
Feeling myself existing within these 
cycles of life and death, learning 
how to meet my needs using mate- 
rials from the Earth, experiencing 
intimacy and connection with the 
source, is humbling and inspir- 
ing. I have always enjoyed ar- 
tistic creation. I have 
experimented with vari- 
ous mediums, but by 
last summer, I was 
fed up with paper 
and pens and 
other fac- 
tory- 


made _ ob- 
jects. Howcould 
my creative energy 
be funneled through “%& 
“art supply products?” My 
experiments with basket 
weaving brought a revelation. I could 
pick up parts of plants and rearrange 
them to create something new. It was 
pure—my energy combined with the 
plants’ energy. No blowtorches, elec- 
tricity or weird processing that steals 
energy from the Earth. At Wintercount 
I was exposed to a plethora of new/old 
mediums. The skills and crafts shared 
by the generous and knowledgeable 
instructors go way beyond survival. 
The potential for artful self-expression 
is wide open. 

Along with hide-tanning, I was able 
to attend or peruse workshops on pine- 
needle baskets, fat lamps, shell etch- 
ing, mineral paints, knapping obsidian 
blades and other tools, knots and lash- 
ing with natural materials, gourd can- 
teens, roadkill, pecking and grinding 
stones, arrow making, stars and plan- 


UNTIL ABOUT 8,000 YEARS AGO, EVERYONE, 
EVERYWHERE, WAS LIVING IN THE STONE Ace. THE TOOL KIT 
BELOW IS WHAT THE AVERAGE PERSON USED TO MAKE A LIVING 
FOR THE FIRST 2.4 MILLION YEARS OF HUMAN EXISTENCE. 


ets, a bit of desert survival, and a 
discussion of EoT (end of time). Other 
classes offered included bow making, 
pottery (made in a pit fire), cordage, 
digery doos, rattles and other instru- 
ments, finding and collecting water, 
spoon carving, knife sharpening, plant 
walks, survival skills and abo travels, 
felting, beading, yucca sandals, track- 
ing, trapping, moccasins, weaving, ab- 
original backpacks, nets, masks, 
healing, pattern making, sewing, cro- 
cheting, atlatls, birchbark baskets, blow 
darts, acorn cooking and cactus eating. 

Wintercount folk provided examples 
of exquisite, detailed, labor-intensive 
crafts. More than any particular for- 
mula for “how to,” a resourcefulness 
and a new way of viewing the world 
around me made me a participant in- 
stead of a consumer. I am involved in 
constant transformation. Now a plant 
stalk is potentially fiber for rope, sap 
and charcoal are glue, a carcass is a 
sacred array of useful bones, sinews, 
skin and meat. 

In our travels around Arizona after 
the gathering, my sweetie and I had 
an invigorated approach to creating 
shelter in a variety of environments 
and weather conditions. One night 
we filled a stick frame with high-piled 
dry pine needles and ferns to insulate 
ourselves from the snow-covered 
ground. Snuggled in our soft nest, we 
were actually hot while the ground 
froze around us. 

Primitive skills are about experimen- 
tation and experience. They’re about 
getting your hands in the dirt and 
muck and pulling civilization out by 
the roots. Did you know you can eat 
every part of the cattail and make mats 
and hats and torches from it too? Did 
you know it’s kinder to our mother to 
eat roadkill venison than a banana 
which is shipped across the seas to 
grace your health food store? 

As the changes come, survival is 
dependent upon working with the 
materials around us. This system 
of factories and transportation 
won’t cater to our soy-milk- 
drinkin’, polypro-usin’ lifestyles 
much longer. Step by step, we 
progress down the path toward 
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achievable, but fun! 

The next day I began the project 
that would be my focus: brain- 
tanning a deer hide. As I looked at 
the fresh skin spread on the ground 
with a bit of flesh still attached 
here and there, I was in awe. I 
hesitated before touching it. Be- 
fore it dried, I took it in my hands 
and started puncturing the edges 
with a knife so we could stretch it 
on a frame. For days I persevered 


The Earth Circle Gathering will 
be held in Grangeville, Idaho, July 
26-31, $125, for information call 
(406) 685-3222; Earth Knack Gath- 
ering Boulder, Colorado, June 18- 
24; $225, (406) 685-3222. The 
Rabbitstick Rendezvous in Rexburg, 
Idaho, September 12-18, $225, (208) 
359-2400. For more information 
about upcoming abo skills events 
(work/trade opportunities are avail- 
able), contact Hollowtop at (406) 
685-3222; www.hollowtop.com. 


continued from front page 

Surrounded by 25-year-old tree 
farms, the tree-sits now defend the last 
islands of ancient forest in the water- 
shed above Fall Creek, Oregon. These 
vital wildlife sanctuaries have survived 
a century of logging and still harbor 
the diversity of millions of years of 
evolution. Due to massive overcutting 
on public lands, less than one percent 
of the Northwest’s climax stage hem- 
lock forest remains. Although rare due 
to its low elevation (1200 feet), the US 
Forest Service (USFS) wants to remove 
the valuable old-growth timber to “pro- 
mote an ecology of interior, non-frag- 
mented habitat over time.” Formerly 
designated as critical habitat for spot- 
ted owls, the area now lies in the 
“matrix” of Clinton’s Northwest For- 
est Plan. The matrix is the sacrifice 
zone for the dying timber beast. This 
time Zip-O Log Mills of Eugene, Or- 
egon, plan to export the lumber to East 
Asia where old growth gets the highest 
price. But there’s hope yet... 

For the past year, at heights of up to 
250 feet, the canopy of the Clark 
timber sale has been occupied by hu- 
mans. Why? Since some humans don’t 
value the lives of other species like the 
tree voles, owls, salamanders, flying 
squirrels and wolverines who live 
there too, we appeal to their human- 
ity by placing our bodies in the way of 


June 18 Call To Action From 

The Earth Liberation Front 

“ELF - UK” e.1.f@excite.com 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) is 
calling on all our underground and 
top-lander brethren and sistren to join 
in the June 18 Global Day of Action 
and carnival in financial districts the 
world over. 

While others work on this day to 
overtly distract, we have the grand 
opportunity to covertly act! Remem- 
ber, no injury to life, only profit! For 
more information and a listing of 
planned party sites, check out the 
June 18 web site at http:// 
www.gn.apc.org/june18/. 


Finnish Fur Web Auction 


Shut Down 

Not even one hour into the virtual 
sit-in of the Finnish Fur Sales (FFS) 
website auction, the FFS web servers 
stopped accepting the electronic fur 
purchases and started returning “Net- 
work Connection” errors. All connec- 
tions to the Finnish Fur Sales 
[www.ffs.fi] website server shut down 
when more than 1,000 computer us- 
ers from all over the world converged 
on the website for an electronic civil 
disobedience action. 


Finland Scores High on 


Direct Action 

A recent report in the eco-revolu- 
tionary Finnish zine, Muutoksen 
Kevat # 12, chronicles 737 accounts 
of sabotage in the pursuit of Earth 
and animal liberation. 

Here are the statistics, by target, for 
actions from 1993 to 1998: Fur shops 
and wholesalers—327 (plus 10 to 30 
unconfirmed); Fur farms—35; Fur in- 
dustry fodder mill arsons—2; Other 


the destruction. We’ve endured attacks 
by “law” enforcement, fierce winds, 
arctic cold fronts, snow, general chaos 
and the pull of gravity (a real “law” 
that can’t be broken!). 

In relentless hit-and-run raids last fall, 
paramilitary Forest Service cops confis- 
cated or burned everything left on the 
ground, forcing us todisband our ground 
support camp. A major change, but one 
that helped the campaign mature in 
many ways. The occupation evolved 
from a ground-based tree-sit support 
camp that included various elevated and 
subterranean road blockades (tunnels, 
monopods, bipods), to a self-sufficient 
basecampin the air. Without the strength 
and adaptability of our community, any 
one of the these things might have 
defeated us. Yet, together we are creating 
this amazing village and today five tree- 
houses provide shelter for up to 20 ewoks. 
Each house is equipped with a simple 
kitchen, a common library that holds 
dozens of books and tree-sitters are able 
to regularly visit each other using a net- 
work of rope walk-ways. 

Meanwhile, the US Forest “Service” 
tries to slander and discredit activists at 
every opportunity. The authorities, des- 
perate to divert the public attention 
from the real issues, have resorted to 
blatant lying. The local daily paper 
printed a false police press release re- 
garding a jailed activist, which the USFS 
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animal liberations—11; Highway 
construction—49; Hunting—33 (118 
hunting towers were alsodestroyed); 
McDonald’s—70 (plus 5 to 10 uncon- 
firmed); Shell Oil—35, Meat, milk 
and leather industries—61 (plus to 
15 unconfirmed); and Other hits-38. 


The ALF Raids University of 
Minnesota - 116 Liberated 
Despite the Animal Enterprises Pro- 

tection Act, ongoing federal grand ju- 
ries and the imprisonment of several 
operatives, the Animal Liberation Front 

(ALF) has struck again. 

As much of the world celebrated 
Easter, ALF operatives prepared a raid 
on two animal research laboratories 
at the University of Minnesota at Min- 
neapolis (UoM). While others com- 
memorated the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who took direct action against 
money-changers and the Roman Em- 
pire, the ALF delivered justice and 
rebirth to vivisectors and 116 animals 
destined to die in experiments. 

Before the night was over, 48 mice, 
36 rats, 27 pigeons and five sala- 
manders were in the arms of rescuers. 
That morning, animal research ter- 
rorists awoke find their animal vic- 
tims missing and over $3 million in 
damage done to computers, research 
equipment and cages in Elliot Hall 
and the Lions Research Building. 

The ALF communiqué stated, “The 
following animals will never be harmed 
again at the hands of vivisectors. The 
UoM tortures 130,000 animals every 
year with taxpayer money. Medical 
doctors from around the world de- 
nounce vivisection as harmful to hu- 
mans and animals.” 

This latest attack on the vivisection 
industry came on the anniversary of 
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Due to massive overcutting on public lands, less 
than one percent of the Northwest’s climax stage 
hemlock forest remains. 


had to retract to avoid a slander suit. 
The Forest Service’s public relations 
departmentis in damage control mode, 
focusing on petty details such as the 
presence of compost on the ground 
and litter that occasionally falls out of 
the trees. USFS spokesperson Patti 
Rodgers, who visited the site only once, 
claimed feces were “all over the forest 
floor.” Not true! We bury our shit. Tree- 
sitters were accused of dropping jugs of 
urine on officers, but where is their 
evidence? It is of no concern to Rodgers 
that 96 acres of the last old-growth 


the ALF’s largest lab raid ever. Ten years 
ago at the University of Arizona in 
Tucson, 1,231 animals were rescued 
and two animal research buildings were 
destroyed by fire. 

The UoM raid demonstrates that ALF 
is still able to penetrate the security 
cordons that have been set up to hide 
the horrors of vivisection from the 
public. Videotapes, computer files and 
research notebooks from the UoM were 
seized by the ALF and will be 
released to the public. 

After targeting the UoM, 
ALF highlighted the fact 
that none of the rescued 
animals had even 
minimal legal pro- 
tection under the 
federal Animal 
Welfare Act 
(AWA). The pi- 
geons, rats, mice 
and salamanders 
that were being 
tortured are not 

even considered 
animals, but are 
referred to as 
“non-animals” 
and over 20 mil- 
lion are killed ev- 
ery year in 
experiments in 
the US. TheAWA 
allows these ani- 
mals to be poi- 
soned, burned, 
electrocuted and 
drowned without . 
anesthesia or any 
humane consider- 
ation whatsoever. 

Until legal pro- 
tection is ex- 


habitat in the watershed face oblitera- 
tion, nor that taxpayers lose millions 
yearly subsidizing logging. Yet, alleged 
violations of 14-day camping limits 
draw more attention than two recent 
government reports condemning the 
Forest Service for consistently violat- 
ing environmental laws. 

On February 4, a tree-sitter named 
Frodo spoke eloquently and at length 
on radio personality Art Bell’s national 
show. His interview prompted enthusi- 


_ astic responses from supporters from 
* Hawaii to New York City. Art Bell is now 


organizing a discussion between Frodo 
and a timber industry representative to 
be broadcast later this spring. Continu- 
ous pressure on Representative Peter 
Defazio (D-OR) has resulted in his tacit 
support of the cancellation and buy- 
back of the Clark timber sale and of 
ending old-growth clearcutting on pub- 
lic lands. But Defazio claims he can do 
nothing and logging may begin May 1. 

We expect to be a thorn in the side 
of Zip-O Log Mills and the Forest Ser- 
vice throughout the next logging sea- 
son and beyond. An active, educational 
support network links the tree-sits to 
the community and trains new climb- 
ers. If you would like to join us, come 
as self-sufficient as possible and be 
prepared for rain through June. For 
more information contact Red Cloud 
Thunder/Cascadia Forest Defenders at 
POB 11122 Eugene, OR (541) 684- 
2997; redcloud@efn.org; www.efn.org/ 
~redcloud and www.ecoecho.org. 


tended to all sentient beings that we 
share earth with, ALF raids and rescue 
missions will continue to be justified 
by those opposed to the terroristic 
campaign against animals occurring 
in the world’s laboratories under the 
guise of science. 

The ALF communiqué concludes, 
“Our hearts go out to our (animal) 
friends that could not be rescued, their 
future depends on you. Act now!” 
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Dear SFB, 
| There are things wrong with 
the movement, everything from 
bickering to ineffective actions. 
Of all these, the two I am going to 
addres are two of the worst and 
are the only ones I know solu- 
tions for. The first is the actions. 
Some of these are quite effective, 
but more often than not, they are 
, flashy, (sometimes) make front 
; pages and are quickly knocked 
down. Warner Creek wasn’t held 
together by nails or concrete; it 
was support that held it together. 
Of course the location helped, 
ai} but also it was an ongoing cam- 

\) paign started long before the 
blockade. In many of the newer 
actions the feeling has been, “lets 
go do an action” instead of “lets 
go find the support we need.” 
The first one is necessary because 
it provides the flashiness that 
draws new people in. This does 
not mean the media work and 
other less macho elements can be 
left out. There are other reasons 
actions don’t work, everything 
from isolation (sometimes you 
can’t get a support base) and 
police brutality to old tac- 
tics. Another big prob- 
lem is that people are ; 
spread too thin. (In (7 
the action after the SAg 
98 RRR atone point f 
the only people were 
from Chicago!) There 
is no simple solution 
to this problem, and 

indeed there may be no solu- 
tion since we are forced to 
fight an uphill battle. 
Groups could of —————— 
course consolidate, 
but although this 
could make the in- 
dividual groups 
stronger, we could 
lose many places. 
The better option 
would be to join in on 
the fight for other 
people’s areas when they start 
getting hit. 

The second problem is the lack 
of new people. The older activist 
movement seems to be burning 
out at a phenomenal rate, and I 
don’t seem to see new recruits 
filling that gap. The biggest prob- 
lem I thinkis in our outreach; the 
words “Earth First!” are great at 
turning people off but not much 
else. Instead we need to find 
things that they are concerned 
about (i.e., corporations). I think 
we need to work on people one 
by one, intensively, developing a 
friendship, and then when they 
know you aren’t from the Far side 
tell ‘em your views. (Heck, a 
month spent teaching someone 
is nothing compared to the work 
they will do once they get going.) 
Because of this being 
unforgivingly brutal and my gen- 
eral tone being “we aren’t being 
very effective,” | am more likely 
than ever of being hit by snow- 
balls. To make sure they aren’t 
slushy, I add this: “We could be 
more effective.” 

P.S. I’m 13 years old; you should 
be thinking of this stuff. 

—SAsHA COULTER CALLIES 


Dear EF! Journal, 

I’m writing in response to 
Annie Oakley’s article about Brit- 
ish EF! in the Dec./Jan. issue. The 
article’s main point was that prop- 
erty damage was common in the 
UK, made the movement so much 
better, and we should do the same 
here. I spent four months in En- 
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gland at 
many pro- 
tests, and I 


the UK and is 
seen as eco- 
nomic sabotage 
the same as block- 
ades and companies 
having to hire extra 
security guards. How- 
ever, it does remain a topic 

of discussion, and there are 
many criticisms of poorly 
planned or stupid destruction 
and of times when it was the 
only form of action while other 
forms would have been more 
appropriate. 

Although the UK has no First 
Amendment, the laws are much 
milder than in the US, for in- 
stance, office occupations aren’t 

even illegal. British 

culture is more con- 
frontational and 
pushing and 
smashing things 

is more ac- 
cepted by 
the police, 
but at the 
same time 


several peoplearecur- rently 
in jail convicted of criminal dam- 
age. Drugs and alcohol are much 
more common on protests lead- 
ing to crazier events. At most 
environmental protests there are 
only security guards who have 
few powers, and even when po- 
lice are present they seldom carry 
weapons, and the whole scene is 
much mellower. Lastly the media 
as a whole is much better than in 
the US. 

One very important difference 
in the UK is that EF! is not the 
environmental direct action 
movement. EF! is more the intel- 
lectual elite of the movement 
and many EF! people have a de- 
cent analysis of society, capital- 
ism, anarchism and other topics 
relating to environmental de- 
struction. The article said that 
action camps aren’t common; 
however, this is untrue. As I write 
this the Chrystal Palace protests 
site in London has been evicted 
except for the underground bun- 
kers and hundreds of police sur- 
rounding the area. There are 
many types of actions in the UK 
but the main one is protests sites 
where people camp in the path 
of destruction. Sites provide a 
place for people to live and orga- 
nize and a place to fortify since 
they have to be evicted before 
the local environment can be 
destroyed. The final major dif- 
ference is public support. In the 
US we deal with a hostile public 
from logging towns while in the 
UK the local public is all in favor 
of preserving green space and 
works eagerly with direct action 


activists. While I was in England 
there were nights where I wore a 
mask and things fell apart, but as 
we learn from British activists, 
we have to understand the differ- 
ence in the US and procede care- 
fully so that in the end we are 
successful. 

—TRISTAN ANDERSON 


Dear Earth First! 

Hello! My name is Garett Beal. 
I am 20-years-old and am cur- 
rently serving a six year prison 
sentence in Shelby County, Indi- 
ana. I’d rather not say exactly 
why I’m in prison, but I will say 
that I did not harm anyone or do 
anything abusive! 

For the past 21 months I have 
sat in my cell and have basically 
done nothing but waste away! 
Until I heard an interview on the 
Art Bell show, discussing a group 
of people in Eugene, Oregon, who 
are living 250 feet up in these 
beautiful trees to stop loggers 
from cutting them down. I was 
extremely moved by these 
peoples love for Mother Earth 
and decided to start doing some- 
thing myself! 

While I was a free man, I expe- 
rienced traveling with the Grate- 
ful Dead and going to Hemp Fests 
etc., etc... But even though I was 
promoting hemp and going to all 
these different places, I really 
wasn’t in the right state of mind 
to learn anything! 

So, what I want todo from here, 
is gather as much info as possible 
to help meunderstand more about 
the Earth and what all I can do! I 
have all the time in the world to 
get educated, and once I start re- 
ceiving some information, I can 
try to educate others. Anyone who 
is willing to send any letters, pam- 
phlets or whatever else will be 
greatly appreciated! Do not send 
anything with staples. Also, I will 
do my best to respond to all of the 
mail I receive! 

I recently had the good luck of 
having an Earth First! Journal, and 
I have never seen anything quite 
like it! I’m still amazed at how far 
some of you all go to save our 
Mother! You all have rightfully 
earned my deepest respect and 
love! Maybe one day, I too will 
have an influence on people, like 
you all on me! 

Anyway, I wish the best for 
everyone out there who is doing 
their part in the fight to protect 
our beautiful Earth! 

Love, 

—GarreT BEAL, 107 W. Taytor St., 
SHELBYVILLE, IN 46176 


Dear Earth First! Journal, 

Jim Page sees two choices: 
“complete depletion of the hu- 
man population or an inten- 
tional radical shift in our power 


relations.” How about 
door number three? We 
could phase out Homo sa- 
* piens, and change our 
power relations with 
other species at the same 
time. These are not mu- 
tually exclusive goals, in 


“K 


fact, they go handin flip- 
per. Rather than writ- 

ing for Earth First! Jour- 

nal, Jim might be more 

at home in the “Certain 
Subgroupings of Humans 


First, Earth Second! Journal.” 
—Les U. KNiGuT, Epitor, THESE 
EXIT Times 


Dear Journalistas, 

Upon reading Jim Page’s ar- 
ticle in the last issue, “Tying 
the Knot,” I was very disap- 
pointed to learn that Paul 
Watson is again willing to align 
himself with racists. Even fur- 
ther I was disappointed that, 
when confronted with this in- 
formation, Sea Shepherd people 
would defend the action by call- 
ing a said racist, “a political 
maverick who votes his con- 
science...” Yes, and the same 
could be said for Ollie North or 
David Duke, but I certainly 
wouldn’t align myself with 
them, regardless of how they 
felt about a whale. I say “again 
willing” because Paul has previ- 
ously aligned himself with eu- 
genicists and neo-nazis when 
he endorsed the Sierra Club’s 
anti-immigration initiative. 

Such limited thinking in cam- 
paign planning only serves to hurt 
the movement in the long run. 

In order for the radical envi- 
ronmental movement to be suc- 
cessful in its aim to protect all 
life on Earth, it is going to have 
to come together with all left 
movements for social change — 
feminist, workers, anti-racist, in- 
digenous and environmental 
justice to name a few. In order to 
accomplish this, we must foster 
a safe environment for people 
from these other movements to 
get involved with ours, as well 
as reach out and become in- 
volved in theirs. It will be more 
difficult to accomplish this if 
members of our movement pro- 
mote the objectives of the op- 
pressors (racists, captains of in- 
dustry, rapists, etc.). This is not 
about “political correctness;” 
this is about achieving our ob- 
jective of overthrowing the 
Earth-destroying state (which, 
incidentally, is run by the 
exact same people who 
oppress workers, steal 
land from indigenous 
peoples and think of (@&%J 
women as inferiors). 

Besides, it has been 
documented that Adolph 
Hitler was an animal lover. 
But I doubt any of us would 
have recommended that PETA 
or ALF join forces with him. 

I am sorry that Paul Watson 
and others at SSCS feel that their 
actions networking with racist 
oppressors are defensible and in 
order with achieving their goals. 
While they may achieve a short 
term goal, they set us all back 
from achieving our overall goals. 
Win the battle—lose the war. 
Save a whale—lose the oceans. 
But I hope that in raising this 
debate, it will allow others of us 
to take pause and learn a lesson 
from this incident about what it 
means to be truly effective. 

—ANNE PETERMANN 


Dear Earth First!, 

Thanks to the determination 
and courage of Nigerian protest- 
ors, worldwide organizations, and 
the international media the story 
is out about Shell. Powerful, 
money hungry, multinational oil 
companies support the Nigerian 
government's brutal military con- 
trol in order to continue exploit- 
ing the environment. The bloody 
backlash waged against the Nige- 
rian nonviolent protestors has not 
been ignored. The people will not 
be snuffed out quietly. Recent 
public radio programs have been 
broadcasting about this evolving 
hostile situation between the Ni- 
gerian people and the oil compa- 
nies. Our call to action has been 
heard, and protests are now un- 
derway against Shell in Santa Cruz. 
In the March article titled “Nige- 
rian Protestors Killed,” I felt like a 
brief history of Nigerian 
environmnetal and human rights 
abuses was fully needed to inform 
people about the present situa- 
tion. The direct connection be- 
tween the violence against pro- 
testors and the exploitation of 
Nigerian lands should be empha- 
sized. Overall, I felt the article did 
a good job of summarizing the 
situation and encouraging action. 
I think this quote sums it up, 
“When you buy Shell gas you are 
pumping the blood of the Nige- 
rian people into your car!” 

Thank you, 

—CHARMIAN TAYLOR 


Dear EF!/SFB/whoever hates Earth 
Killers and their kind, 

I don’t care what you do with 
this letter, print it or whatever, 
but I would like some advice back 
on this very sensitive topic. I just 
don’t know how to go about this 
without fucking shit up violently. 
I don’t like hatred, but this pisses 
me off. I understand the kinds of 
love and passion you all put into 
saving the planet. I’m trying to 
do the same but am restricted by 
school and other bullshit. But 
here’s my subject. Every day I 
witness murder. Murder so dev- 
astating that it could destroy our 
oceans. (I live in Key Largo, FL, 
and wrote once before.) There 
are these fudged-up corporations 
that for some reason love to rip 


pristine living coral from the bow- 
els of the sea. They’re called “Shell 
Man,” “Shell World” and the like. 
They sell tons and tons of raped 
creatures in their stores. Most of 
the coral is legal to sell by other 
countries. We are the reef’s last 
chance. Tourists think it is so 
cute to buy dead “souvenir” cor- 
als, crocodile heads, shells, etc., 
to take home. It makes me puke. 
I've tried to tell people this, but 
all kids (and adults) do around 
here is drink, trip and smoke 
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ganja. I would like to try and 
organize a campaign or some- 
thing to try and slow or stop this 
deadly process. I (and the corals) 
need help. Please write back, this 
is urgent. I love you all for what 
you do and I would write more 
but I’m suffering from a pissed 
off writer’s block at the moment. 
Please print this so more people 
can become aware of the coral 
reefs. 
Your friend 
—Toopp Boost, 114 Gumso 
Limso Dr., Key Larco, Ft 33037 


I recently read a news article 
about a possible “threat” by Earth 
First! against vineyards in the 
Santa Barbara County in response 
to widespread clearing of oak trees 
by various wine companies. If 
this is a real threat—then you 
must know what you will be up 
against. Santa Barbara county 
Sheriffs have three helicopters 
equipped with FLIR surveillance 
devices. These devices sense heat 
and form images as a result of the 
heat patterns. The systems are 
manufactured by a company 
called Inframetrics. Some infor- 
mation is available on the web. 
These systems have zoom capa- 
bilities of up to X84! They have 
usage of up to five miles! They 
have improved imaging that can 
see through smoke, fog and rain 
(to some degree). The best I can 
find out from available literature 
is that if viewing distance is ap- 
proximately doubled or tripled 
in poor environmental condi- 
tions. Flight time for surveil- 
lance helicopters is unknown. 
Typical missions are three 
hours—but I swear I have seen 


them active from sunset to sun- 
I think these refurbished 


 Biser 
military choppers have addi- 


tional gas tanks installed for 
longer missions. So what you 
have is a helicopter stationed 
about two miles in the air that 
has an incredible field of view. 
How do you defeat these units? — 
Unknown— I have thought of 
using an umbrella (with additional 
IR opaque material draped over 
the top). Likely a small fan might 
have to be attached to the um- 
brella pole that pulls cool air 
through the umbrella cover. If 
you do not have this fan, it is 
likely your breath will heat the 
umbrella shroud, and your um- 
brella will heat up and givea valid 
IR signature. I hope this is all a 
hoax by the Ag community. 
Happy hunting. 


Ed. note: The US Marine Corps 
become invisible to FLIR’s by wrap- 
ping themselves in a wet wool blan- 
ket, covering the blanket with adhe- 
sive and rolling in dirt and leaves. 


To the Movement, 

Is it the actual act of arson 
towards Vail we, asa movement, 
are so disturbed by, or is it the 
end result, the backlash created, 
the loss of public support, all the 
hardwork threatened? I think 
this is a question we all must 
answer within ourselves. You 
can’t tell me you didn’t get chills 
and crack a small smile when 
you heard of the fires at Vail and 
the $12 million hit they took. 
$12 million is a lot of money. 
True they have more, lots of it, 
but an economic loss is an eco- 
nomic loss. It serves notice to 
other corporate slimeballs. The 
economic loss may be minimal, 
if noticed at all, but the psycho- 
logical ramifications might have 
been effective. They have in- 
Stilled, within our movement, a 


paranoid state of mind why not 
return the favor. It’s the least we 
could do. Watch out folks! We 
have the ability to really rock 
your shit, and we are not afraid to 
do it! 

Though I do question the tim- 
ing of the act, as well as the 
targetting of the particular build- 
ings and not the actual equip- 
ment being used, I do not ques- 
tion the act in and of itself. 
Monkeywrenching, for lack of a 
better word, is valuable when used 
properly. It is a tool, we as a 
movement, for some reason have 
turned our backs towards, effec- 
tively eliminating one possible 
strategy of protection. When an 
act occurs we tend to run in the 
other direction, distancing our- 
selves and isolating those indi- 
viduals on our own side. Is this 
the correct thing to do? Should we 
condemn those whose ultimate 
goal is identical to our own: a wild 
Earth? Even if their particular ac- 
tions are different from our own? 
I think these are questions the 
movement needs to think about. 

The Vail arson, to many, was an 
irresponsible and senseless act; how- 
ever, the ultimate intent, the ulti- 
mate goal was not the complete 
protection of the Two Elks and the 
lynx, and never will be. If we begin 
to question the intent of others, we 
begin to question our own intent 
within the Earth First! movement. 
Are we for environmental protec- 
tion by any means necessary (while 
continuing to act in a non-violent 
manner, respecting all lifeforms) to 
borrow a phrase from Malcolm X, 
or are we for Earth protection 
through the acceptable channels 
provided for us by an establish- 
ment we struggle against? This is 
something we need tocome to terms 
with. As actions like Vail increase, 
as the struggle continues to evolve, 


are we going to evolve with it? Or 
are we going to remain within our 
own comfort zone? 

—A SMALL VOICE FROM VERMONT 


Dear SFB, 

I was appalled by the cover- 
age of the Activist Conference. 
This is a major gathering to dis- 
cuss very important issues, and 
the article covering it deserved 
more than 600 words with 
about a third about hiking and 
partying. Regions are encour- 
aged to send only representa- 
tives to the Activist Conference 
and depend then on the Journal 
to find out what happened. 
Much of the information and 
discussions that the conference 
said would be printed in the 
Journal was cut from the ar- 
ticle by the editorial staff of 
the Journal. The movement 
supports the Journal in many 
ways and it isn’t unreasonable 


to expect that once a year 
the Journal support the 
movement and dedicate a 
page or two to inform 
those who could not at- 
tend the Activist confer- 
ence about what actually 
transpired. From the ar- 
ticle itseems as if the main 
focus of the conference 
was hiking and partying, 
not business and strat- 
egy. Unfortunately, this 
could become reality as 
more people begin to at- 
tend the Activist Con- 
ference, basedonthere- : 
port from the Journal, 
looking for a party. 
Beyond its lack of 
scope, what really 
pissed me off about the 
article was the refer- 
ence to Saturday 
night’s fiasco as a “Pa- 
gan Debauchery.” 
While there is no doubt 
that it was debauchery there was 
nothing pagan about it. A group 
of drunken college kids would 
have behaved in the same way. 
There was nothing spiritual about 
that cheering, jeering and pure 
crudeness that was displayed at 
that fire. While pagans did occa- 
sionally cut loose, it was done 
within the social constraints of 
the society with a spiritual goal. 
At our conference the group be- 
haved as ugly Americans with 
no regard to the other folks, 
including kids, who call that 
beach home. I was ashamed of 
and embarrassed for my tribe. 
The fact that I was forced to 
support it because some of the 
money I paid at both the Ren- 
dezvous and Activist Confer- 
ence was spent by the commit- 
tee on the four gallons of 
margaritas that kicked the party 
off only adds insult to injury. 
It is time that we stop enabling 
those dysfunctional folks in 
our tribe. Pagan is not a word 
to be used to excuse any 
behavior. It is a spirituality 
with a basis in the Earth 
and includes many dif- 
ferent ways of practic- 
ing. The common 
thread between these is 
not drunk and stupid 
but a deep ingrained 
love and respect for the 
Earth and all living be- 
ings including our 
community, tribe and 
ourselves. None of that 
was present at the Satur- 
day party at the Activist 
Conference. The war is esca- 
lating and it time for us as a 
movement to get real. Lets stop 
thinking the oppressors dis-ease 
is some how cool and start calling 
drunk and stupid, drunk and stu- 
pid. And lets print a comprehen- 
sive article of the Activist Confer- 
ence. I know you have one. 
—De ya WILSON 


Dear fecal material in the cranium, 

I'm writing the Journal after a 
discussion with my friend, who 
recently called and asked why the 
Journal doesn’t run personal ads. A 
letter was suggested, so here it is. 

Fact is, the personal ads, in- 
cluding Concerned Singles, 
don’t reach enough of the right 
type of people, at least, consid- 
ering the demographic hell 
people like myself find ourselves 
in. So one subverts the domi- 
nant paradigm, buys some land 
near wilderness and sets up a 
homestead. Needless to say, this 
is not mainstream... and the ads 
cater to the buy more, have a lot 


of stuff, looking for guys/gals 
with $$$§,, etc. ad nauseum. So, 
how about it? 

However, if you did have a 
personals section, here’s an ap- 
proximation of what my ad 
would look like: 

Treehugger seeks 

woman who belongs 
among the 
wildflowers. 
Sometimes 
enviro activ- 
ej ist seeks part- 
nership with 
an intelligent, 
humorous, 
monogamous 
female who de- 
sires life away 
from the ratrace. 
I am old enough 
to know better but 
young enough to still 
care, blond/blue, thin. 
Motorcyclist and bicy- 
clist, truthseeking, 
writer, ethical vegetarian who is 
tolerant, always an iconoclast. 
Live part time on the old home- 
stead in Northern Minnesota, 
with an occaisional black bear 
in the yard. Mosquitoes are hell 
in summer (primary on the food 
chain), and the winters are damn 
cold (which makes it a good time 
to travel). Off grid, with solar and 
wind generated electricity, under- 
ground house, garden that needs 
weeding. I’m cute enough, and 
you probably are too. More of a 
“Son of Hayduke” than PC. Stilla 
dreamer despite heartbreak, do 
you exist? And read the Journal? 

OK, no hate mail please. Not 
racist, ageist, specieist, sexist or 
homophobic—just happen to be 
white hetero male human. 

So keep up the good work. No 
fucking compromise! 

—Smokey, RT. 2 Box 192, 
CLEARBROOK, MN., 56634, 
POWELL99@yAHOO.COM 


Dear EF! J 
Greetings from Southern Or- 

egon! It has always been my 
opinion that the EF! journal 
would best serve by being a voice 
for the whole environmental 
movement. My impression of EF! 
has always been that if you are 
taking a proactive stance for the 
Earth, no matter what you are 
doing, then you are EF! It was 
disheartening to find out first 
hand that the EF! Journal has 
not been as interested in a vari- 
ety of ideas as they have been 
with toeing the movement party 
line. Five times in three years, 
myself and several others have 
submitted relevant, articulate 
criticisms of the existing men- 
tality (fanaticism is a better word) 
in the movement, only to have 
the editorial staff censor our 
viewpoint. The state of the 
planet is so bad, it is counterpro- 
ductive to dismiss any tactic 
without circumstantial review. I 
know lots of people who gave up 
on the Journal long ago. The 
fanatical non-violent faction of 
the movement seemed to havea 
strangle hold on “the voice” of 
the movement. Anyone who 
questioned the sensibility of us- 
ing civil rights era tactics in the 
direct action campaigns of 

the ‘90s was labeled an ad- 
vocate of violence. 
Sharing ideas and 
reporting on is- 
sues and actions 
is not, by any 
means, the ~ 
same thing as 
advocating or 
condoning 


violence. Obviously, there are 
still people who do not under- 
stand this, as evidenced by the 
vicious tirade delivered by the 
self-appointed King of radical ac- 
tivism, Daryll Cherney (Brigid 
issue). However, it seems like 
things are changing for the bet- 
ter. Clearly, the Vail action and 
David Chain’s murder have 
changed how people look at what 
we are accomplishing. I am still 
reading things in Journal that I find 
are out of touch and downright 
offensive, but I wouldn't have it 
any other way. I want to be in- 
formed on all existing viewpoints. 
I don’t need the Journal or “the 
Elder” Daryl Cherney deciding what 
I should be reading. Every tool in 
the box, right? 
You are simply documenting 
viewpoints and tactics that are 
relevant for informed decision 
making. Keep it up. Please do not 
be intimidated by celebrity bul- 
lies threatening to pull their sup- 
port. There is much more at risk 
than ideas. Disagreeing with tac- 
tics is fine. Dismissing them with- 
out review, or attempting to cen- 
sor discussion about them, is 
unaccaptable. Daryll Cherney 
has obviously deteriorated into a 
self-aggrandizing, inane, preten- 
tious windbag. Trying to usurp 
or control the movement is ty- 
rannical and unintelligent. 
Thanks again for standing up 
for objectivity and free-speech 
and for realizing that the eco- 
logical crisis calls for more than 
democratic concessions. This is 
what differentiates radicals from 
liberals, and this is the radical 
environmental movement, right? 
At least as many people are in- 


spired by this new approach as 
are alienated. You have my un- 
conditional support. 
In solidarity for the wild, 
—CHRISTIAN HUNTER 


The pros and cons of the Vail 
Mountain arson in the Feb-March 
99 issue makes me think, where 
have I heard all this before? The 
controversy is as old as 
monkeywrenching itself and I 
think the best way to deal with it 
is almost as old. 

Many years ago, when the 
novelty of monkeywrenching 
was on the wane, and negative 
reactions on the rise, Dave 
Forman’ suggested’ that 

monkeywrenchers quit taking 
credit for their actions. Instead, 
remain mute and shroud the 
action in mystery, letting com- 
mon vandals be suspect. 

Remember that 
monkeywrenching is about eco- 
nomic sabotage and not public 
outreach. (See EF!J Dec.-Jan. 99, 
Annie Oakley Visits UKEF!). In any 
case, the entire movement is, or 
should be, about saving the planet, 
not inflating the ego. 

Leave to speculation the iden- 
tity and motives of wrenchers and 
allow room to maneuver for other 
people working out in the open. It 
does no good to put people like 
our heroJulia Butterfly Hill into an 
awkward and difficult situation. 

In Her Service, 

—Lorp Toap 


“we SHALL RETUR)/: 


i 
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py AGENT APPLE 


San Francisco Judge 
Ernest Goldsmith thought 
the draconian six-month sen- 
tence dished out to the Cherry Pie 3 
(CP3) for pieing Mayor Willie Brown 
would deter any further’ pie-litical 
pressure (see EF! J, March-April ’99). 
But in fact, a reaction opposite to 
what the forces of Law and Order 
demanded has occurred, and politi- 
cal re-pie-sals have risen with pie- 
ping hot intensity throughout the 
industrial world. : 

The Biotic Baking Brigade (BBB) has 
claimed responsibility for 18 of the 35 
confirmed pie operations worldwide 
since Milton Friedman received his 
tasty comeuppance last fall. In the US, 
from California to New Hampshire, 
freedom-loving peoples have reached 
the conclusion that pie is justice—no 
matter how you slice it. 

On March 5, a communiqué from 
the BBB-Nor’eastah Irregulars (BBB— 
NI) announced that Dr. Neal First, 
geneticist and animal cloner from the 
University of Wisconsin, was given 
his just desserts after a lecture at the 
University of New Hampshire. First 
had just finished presenting the latest 
on his “science” when Agent Rusty 
flung a red-tinged cream pie from the 
lecture hall doorway straight into Dr. 
First’s placid face, warning all present, 
“Don’t Fuck with Mother Nature!” 
Moments later, the good doctor was 
served a second helping of humble pie 
by two more BBB—NI agents insisting 
that cloning is no clowning matter. 
After Agent Creamy Genes (aka Dave 
Pike) was taken into custody for sus- 
pected crimes against science, his ac- 
complice Lemon Soufflé, speaking 
from an unknown kitchen, warned, 
“We must free Creamy Genes and all 
genetic material from the jail cells and 
test tubes of sourpuss scientists and 
their donut-eating henchmen!” 

In response, the BBB’s Ecotopia Gen- 
eral Command met in emergency ses- 
sion to plan our next pastry fusillade. 
Aninjury to oneis an injury to all. After 
networking with pie militants both in 
Amerika and abroad, we consensed on 
the following call for solidarity. The 


“Procter & Gamble CEO John Pepper was 
pelted in Chicago by PETA, the second time he 
has been peppered with piesina pastry assault.” 


following is an excerpt from “Feed the 
Rich!,” the call to action written by 
members of a Dutch pie brigade: 

“Pie actions or comparable direct ac- 
tions are performed all over the world. 
In a certain sense we are connected 
because we aim at the same targets, or 
‘fight’ for the same or comparable rea- 
sons. International solidarity is our an- 
swer to such an abuse of power. As 
protest and to draw attention to this 
crime, we call for a worldwide cam- 
paign against local mayors, corporate 
executives and sellout NGO leaders.” 

Soon after, the Ecotopia Cell of the 
BBB swung into action, delivering just 
desserts in the form of three pies to 
Chevron CEO Kenneth Derr. Agent 
3.14 launched the first gustatory strike, 
alluding to Chevron’s “People Do” 
ad-campaign by questioning Derr, “Do 
people really kill Nigerians for oil? 
People Do!” Then multiple pie-throwers 
successfully tossed three pies and dis- 


appeared without a trace 

by effecting an appro- 

priate fossil-fuel-free 

getaway on bikes and 

foot. Derr was targeted 
because of Chevron’s mur- 
der of nonviolent activists 
in Nigeria and “Operation: No 
Blood For Oil” was dedicated to 
those struggling to defend the Earth 
and their cultures from corporate oil 
exploita- 
tion, andin 
memory of 
the six who 
lost their lives while opposing Occi- 
dental Petroleum’s plans to drill on 
indigenous U’wa land in Columbia. 

The next actin the round and creamy 
revolution occurred when an anony- 
mous pie-slinger targeted Minnesota 
Governor Jesse “The Body” Ventura. A 
week later, a communiqué from the 
Midwest Faction-Coldwater Cell of the 
BBB claimed responsibility for the 
entartement of a Minnesota state sena- 
tor. Agent Pecan asserted, “In response 
to the backhanded, backroom dealing 
to stop the protection of Camp 
Coldwater Spring, a Dakota sacred site, 
and Minnehaha Park from destruc- 
tion by the reroute of Highway SS, 
State Senator Carol Flynn, Chair of 
the Senate Transportation Commit- 
tee, received an entartement because 
she believes she is upper crust and can 
decide for the people what tasty mor- 
sels of public policy are available to 
us.” Agent Pecan (Bob Greenberg) of 
the Midwest Faction was charged with 
fifth-degree assault. His action 
prompted television footage of the 
notorious paramilitary police raid on 
Minnehaha Free State (see EF! Febru- 
ary-March ‘99) to be rebroadcast on 
local TV for days. 

April 8 brought word of yet another 
Heartland pie toss. The venue was the 
incredibly scary “Biotechnology and 
Agriculture” conference being held on 
the campus of Grinnell College in Iowa. 
The deliciously deserving target was 
free market biotechnology advocate 
Dennis Avery, 
whoserves as Di- 
rector of the 
Center for Glo- 
bal Food Issues. 
The Central Iowa Anarchist (CIA) cell 
of the BBB conducted “Operation: 
Avery’s Savory” as a response to Avery’s 
shameless and flagrant support of bio- 
technology and industrial factory farm- 
ing. During the keynote speech, BBB— 
CIA Agent Carob replaced the bald 
spot on Avery’s head with a delightful 
vegan and mostly organic (it is lowa, 
after all—no Mecca for natural foods) 
carob/almond/apple sauce pie and then 
disappeared without a trace. 

We have since received numerous 
brief reports from the frontlines of the 
current global pastry uprising, includ- 
ing the following special deliveries: 

S—Sierra Club employee 

Charlie Raines received a ba- 
nana cream pie facial delivery while 
speaking at a panel on land exchanges 
at the ELAW conference in Eugene, 
Oregon. Procter & Gamble CEO John 
Pepper was pelted in Chicago by PETA, 
the second time he has been peppered 


ee 
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with pies in a pastry assault. 

pain—The Collectif Autonome 

de Chomeurs pied the Belgian 
Minister of Labour, while he was in 
Spain. Carles Campuzano, a member 
of the Spanish Congress for the Catalan 
party Convergencie i Unita, was pied 
twice in January. 

 irssiessd are: Columbia’s At 

torney General Ujjal Dosanjh 
was pied at Simon Fraser University in 
Burnaby, BC. A few weeks earlier in 
Manitoba, Hoops Harrison, Executive 
Director of the Canadian Alliance of 
Student Associations, was struck in 
the face with three cream pies. The Les 
Entartistes of Montreal have pied close 
to a dozen targets, including recent 
target Roger D. Landry, President of La 
Presse media syndicate, in a solidarity 
gesture to the CP3. They’ve also 
creamed the mayor and the chief of 
police in Montreal, as well as federal 
politicians. 

1 js Kingdom—Our British 

counterparts attempted to flan 
the Chairman of British Aerospace, Sir 
Richard Evans, during a lecture at 
South London University. Regretta- 
bly, security at the event was quite 
tight and the pie-tosser was uncer- 
emoniously ejected from the room. In 
a testament to the belief that “If at first 
you don’t succeed, pie, pie again,” 
Welsh Action Against Genetics 
(WAAG) next put its creamy sights on 
the UK Science Minister, Lord David 
Sainsbury, while he was at Swansea 
University. 

I shall close this faithful account of 
the brave actions of militant anarchist 
bakers everywhere by making a plea 
for solidarity with those entarteurs 
who now face state repression for prac- 
ticing in-your-face politics. Our man 
Creamy Genes is in need of funds to 
mount a defense. Dave has consis- 
tently been there for many of us and 
the Earth, now we need to be there for 
him. Please send letters of support and 
money to the BBB—Nor’eastah Irregu- 
lars, New Hampshire Earth First! at 
POB 4101 Portsmouth, NH 03802. For 
more information on the BBB contact 
the Friends of the BBB—Ecotopia, 3288 
21st #92, San Francisco, CA, 94110; 
bbb_apple@hotmail.com. 

“The Pie’s the Limit” is a hilarious 
28-minute video features a cornuco- 
pia of political pie-throwings in San 
Francisco and beyond, including a brief 
history of consumable comedy and 
behind the scenes interviews with un- 
derground pie-tossers. To order con- 
tact Whispered Media, POB 40130, 
San Francisco, CA 94140; (415) 789- 
8484; whisper@energy-net.org. 


WHEW!...THE FUSE WENT OUT 


continued from front page 


Northern New Mexico is a mountainous, forested 
region, including roughly one and a half million 
acres of state, private, and tribal forest lands and 
three million acres of national forest. Arizona and 
New Mexico are among the top ten states in terms of 
number of endangered species, most of which are 
found in high elevation and riparian forests. Forest 
Guardians litigates extensively on logging and graz- 
ing abuses in these areas, and is the only group in 
New Mexico that actively supports the national 
campaign to end logging on pubic lands (Zero Cut). 

According to the Western States Center, a group 
that monitors hate crimes in the West, “In rural 
communities, militia organizing has often come on 
the heels of wise-use county rule campaigns to take 
over local government and declare authority over 
federally managed public lands.” The attack on For- 
est Guardians came after a forum was held to discuss 
a lawsuit the group recently filed that contends the 
entire federal timber sale program is illegal and 
should be stopped. The forum was organized by 
officials of Rio Arriba County. Afterwards, violent 
threats were made, flamed by unconscionable rheto- 
ric suggesting that the true aim of the Forest Guard- 
ians is to dispossess local people of their land. 

In a 1994 letter to the editor of the New York Times, 
the commissioners stated that, “Many local villagers 
do not recognize the jurisdiction of the Forest Service 
over local lands... lawsuits currently pending by 
Forest Guardians threaten traditional use of private 
lands... and threaten to force many off of their 
inherited lands. Indo-Hispanic villagers view this as 
an extension of Manifest Destiny; they view Forest 
Guardians and other outside Anglo environmental 
organizations as colonizers. The inability of unrecog- 
nized indigenous peoples to make their plight known 
further increases the potential for violence in Rio 


Arriba County.” But do the county commissioners 
speak for an angry majority, or are they only a small 
group that is attempting to provoke anger and hos- 
tility by making the most inflammatory claim pos- 
sible—that environmentalists are out to kick the 
poor off the land? 

The fact is this same sentiment is echoed in the 
newsletters of wise-use groups such as La Jicarita, a 
“watershed protection coalition” that bills itself as an 
environmental group. In an open letter signed by 
locals, loggers and Sierra Club officials the claim is 


made that court-opdered decisions halting Oh d-growthetll 
timberisales “can’mean, ncebetw mi- 
lies being abletO mainta theirranéh nes a 


having tojsell outito vacation,homeo wneé 
the flow of displaced people into ot 

This thetoric is so pervasive that not on y 
Bureau’ of,Land Management now calling for 


gally/efiforceable consideration of “culture and trac bi 
laborative ie have, ta Fale Called for i increases 


custom” in Jan@ management plans, but even 
groups within the bioregion who call themselves - 
Earth First! are refusing to endorse uncompromis- 
ing positions such as Zero Cut, citimg concerns 
over small millowners. (Perhaps they : should ca. 
themselves Small Mill Owners First!) ~ 


What the editors of La Jicarita chose to igaore' were ‘Te a3 
statistics which show that between ’90 and 94 (when us ysten 


Mexican spotted owl restrictions on public land took ~ 
effect) the timber cut from the Carson and Santa Fe 


National Forests dropped by 88 percent. Yet, accord- — 


ing to the US Labor Department for Rio Arriba County, 
wood products employment actually rose from 127 
employees with a $1.5 million annual payroll in ’90, 
to 225 employees with a $3.6 million payroll in '94. 
Another insidious wise-use idea gaining popular- 
ity with a public concerned primarily with human 
stress reduction is the notion that there are win/ 
win solutions for timber operators and the forests. 
The line goes that decades of mismanagement of 


public lands through logging, grazing and fire 
suppression have resulted in unhealthy forest 
growth that is vulnerable to catastrophic fire and 
must be logged, both to restore forest health and 
help local economies (win/win). 

In reality, there is no proof that logging reduces 
either the frequency or severity of fires and improves 
forest health, or that logging provides net economic 
benefits to communities or the public. There is con- 
siderable evidence to the contrary. Implementation 
Of am trategy involves creating “partner- 

ercial resource extractors, man- 
d Selected members of the local 
wthat people at the local 
neup with solutions. But 
ly work against de- 
the majority of the 
with vested ex- 
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in the volume of public lands logging and grazing. 
“Public lands must be maintained for the public 

good and all forests have intrinsic ecological value 

that must be protected. Logging subsidies now in 


place, exceeding $1 billion a year, could be redi- 


to programs that create jobs restoring eco- 
, recovering wildlife populations, reducing 
consumption, developing alternative fibers and 
promoting Sustainability for private woodlands. 
ans feels it must continue to oppose 


bi logging on public lands, no matter 


how it is packaged, for the simple reason that 
forests are worth far more ecologically and eco- 
nomically standing and growing where they are 
than liquidated for short term profit and gain. 

Charlotte Talberth is a former board president of 
Forest Guardians and a founding member of the 
National Forest Protection Campaign, formerly known 
as the Zero Cut Campaign. 


David Music Review of “we Just Want the World” 
and “Pay Day at Coal Creek’ 


* 
Rovics BY ANNE ARCKY 


David Rovics is one of the few modern activist 


folksingers writing topical songs in the spirit of the music of the early Amerikan 
radical labor movement. His newest*feléases’COme as a pair. 

We Just Want the World is an album of originals, some of which revive old folk/ 
melodies with stories of modern heroes and martyrs; and one album of straight 
revivals, titled “Pay Day at CoalbCreékLiké true folk music often does, David's 
songwriting reflects both his contemporary influences, like Jim Page and Utah 
Phillips, in addition to historic inspirations dike Hazel Dickens and Phil Ochs. 

On Pay Day at Coal Creek, Davidhas comniitted himself to 
honoring the tradition of protest through song. He re- 
vives Woody Guthrie’s legendary Robin Hood anthem, 
“Pretty Boy Floyd” and “The Popular Wobbly” by T- 
Bone Slim, as well as Utah Phillips’ more contempo- 
rary “Yellow Ribbon” about thé Gulf Waf. Anonymous 


in Georgia last Fall (for which he wrote an impromptu “line crossing” anthem), 
to the Minnehaha Free State, for which he wrote a campfire song. From his street 
performances in the subways of Boston to university history department lecture 
halls, David has (almost) made a living off a potent political education tool, while 
documenting historic and current social activist history. Consider spreading our 
stories by bringing him to your college or local coffeehouse. 

Contact David at POB 995, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130; drovics@aol.com : 
www.davidrovics.com. Send $15 + $2 s&h to order his new releases. 


THE lgavI 
NOVEMBER THE : 
OWL. 


AN BIRD AND 
, fA SHARE A CONPITIED RELATONAHP. 


2 LEONID LUGHTS ABRIGHT, " 
gems like “the Lowell are ee Wo “Spencil Hill,” ASTREAK ACKOAS CmScADIAN ib har seer near meen 
about Irish immigration are i a ludéd. The title track, \GOK UP To WONDER AT I SOCTOR E 3 

written by the infamous “ "isatune about ise ee a SPARK HE CARED FOR THE gal 
job loss—a topic that David mh Eastern as ever in DID YOU SEE? ° LIGHT INTO DARK DURING 
this era of downsizing and aves ses ae NIGHT OF THE RADICAL 


We Just Want the World is any ats original, catchy 
folk anthems that tell our popes wp h humor and mel- 
ancholy. The title track pd es ba uncompromising 
peoples’ revolutiofi of values and power, “Boxcar Betty” 
celebrates an offen forgotten IWW organizefand “shero.” 
Paying homage to fallen martyrs of our time are “The 
Death of David Chain” and, “Judi Bari.” The opening 
track, “Minimum Wage’ Strike” plants a yision of a 
workers’ uprising in the service and fast- cof ines 
and “Henry Ford was a Fascist” isa cheeky expose of the 
auto magnate’s slave-labor,contracting with the Nazis. A 
clever, iromic humor drives the bluegrassy “Parking Lots 
and Stripmalls.” David's workers’ history masterpiece, 
“Gloryand Fame” gota fresh rétecording for this album, 
begging the question of the legacy of working class 
struggle, “Will I lie forgotten, or arise?” “Contras, Kings 
and Generals” is a mournful ballad dedicated to the Iraqi 
people: “Missiles flying in the third world/but fits and 
starts ate everywhere/from the mountains of Chiapas/to 
the streetsof Tompkins Square/Empires fall, this one will 
too/so here’s to:the day/when this one’is through.” 
David’s music has Madeitseway around many a rally 
and campfire, from the School of the Amerikkkas demo 


MIP g ONE STREAK OVERHEAD TH 
CAUFORMIA REDWOOD FOREST 
& REMNANT WHERE EARTH 


+ Peoes. <” § 


FIRST: ING FIELD. MATIHE 
Ze ACTIVIST RPGAN wih SHEPHARD CRUCIFIED BY THE 
LAMBS OF GOD. 

ANOTHER GAY MAN TORTURED 
AND KILLED FOR FUN ANP 
SPORT IN THE NAME OF 
CHURCH AND 4SIATE. 


FADE 
IKE HE SWEEPOPA 6 TAL 


WILD EARTH: RESISTING ECOCIDE! 
Activist Gathering, May 7-11 


The Sooke Hills of Vancouver Island, BC (near Victoria, but farenough 
away to hear wolves) will be the site for five days of workshops including 
climbing, direct action, corporate globalization, legal self-help and a 
regional report on upcoming events. Celebrate wilderness defence with 
music, art, a Council of All Beings and post-industrial puppets. Contact 
Wild Earth BC c/o P.A.T.H. at POB 19596, Vancouver, BC, VST 4E7 
Canada; (250) 598-2823 or (604) 255-4145; wildearthbc@tao.ca. 


ASYLUM 


GATHERING 
JUNE 11-15 


Loosely defined as a free punk/ 
anarchist convergence with a radi- 
cal environmentalist slant, this 
year’s gathering will take place in 

the wilds of Cascadia just south 
of Eugene, OR. Come out (before 
heading to the Colorado RRR!) 
for a short week of info/skill shar- 
ing, workshops, discourse, net- 
working and a variety of outdoor 
activities. Contact ANTIPATHY at 
POB 11703, Eugene, OR 97440; 
Suspect27@hotmail.com. 


Midwest 


Rendezvous 
May 21-23 


Come learn new skills, meet 
friends and have a great time. This 
rendezvous will be three days of 
learning, sharing and working to- 
gether. Come on out and enjoy the 
fun. Plan to be self-sufficient, and 
please keep pets at home. For more 
information please contact North 
Forest Earth First!, 748 Algoma Blvd, 
Oshkosh, WI 54901; (920) 424- 
0265; seac@pobox.uwosh.edu. 


Wail baw 
ACTVIS 


Feeling cold and lonely? Come 
to where the sun shines bright and 
the heat never stops. Culebra EF! is 
looking for a few flame retardant 
souls to work on “HOT” forest 
defense issues in Colorado includ- 
ing the Vail and San Luis cam- 
paigns. We are looking for self- 
motivated, open-minded folks 


willing to work for beans to fan 
the flames of our resistance. Any- 


one who doesn’t mind getting 
burned in defense of Mother Earth 
is welcome. To apply please con- 
tact Ancient Forest Rescue/Culebra 
EF! at POB 762 San Luis, CO 81152; 
719-672-3012; afr@amigo.net. 


JUNE 18 


ek River sors 
Action Camp 
May 15-22 


The Ruckus Society, Alaska Action Cen- 
ter and the Eyak Preservation Council are 
hosting anonviolent action training camp 
outside of Anchorage, in Girdwood, Alaska. 
Come on up for the training camp and 
stick around for a summer on the Copper 
River Delta. June 1st will be the tentative 
date to kick off a campaign of direct action 
to keep this 700,000 acre pristine wetland 
roadless and wild. Contact Delta Defend- 
ers at POB 1464, Cordova, AK 99574; (907) 
424-4394; elijahpS3@hotmail.com. 


The Leonard Peltier 
Organizing Conference 


Sponsored by the Leonard Peitier Defense Committee 


June 25, 26, and 27, 1999 


Haskell Indian Nations University - Lawrence, Kansas 


BIODEVASTATION 3 
MAY 15-20 
SEATTLE, WA 


Mobilize to resist genetic engi- 
neering during the biotech 
industry’s BIO ‘99 convention in 
Seattle. There will be a demonstra- 
tion with theater, speakers and 
music (including Jim Page) and an 
organic FNB meal in front of the 
Convention Center at noon. Come 
| to Seattle for the weekend before to 
| prepare street theater and conspire 

with direct actionists. Contact 
Bioengineering Action Network at 
(541) 302-5020; ban@tao.ca. A 
teach-in and strategy session will 
follow. The Edmonds Institute and 
the Washington Biotechnology Ac- 
tion Council will host this third in 
a continuing series of gatherings 
about genetic engineering around 
the world. The event is free and 
includes lunch. Contact 
beb@igc.org; (425) 775-5383; 
www.bio.org/meetings/future/ 
bi099/bi09914.html. 


WORKSHOPS AND PRESENTATIONS: 
Future Actions to Free Leonard Peltier * Legal Presentation - 
Lobbying * Building a Support Group Network - Prison Issues 

Presentation - Presentation on Intemational Campaign ° 
Political Prisoners 
SOME OF THE SPEAKERS 
Some of the speakers will include Leonard's lawyers, survivors of 
the1975 Oglala fire fight, renowned human rights advocate, Jennifer 
ilarbury, Mandela's lawyer, Lennox Hinds, ex-political prisoners and 
prisoner advocates such as Pam Africa, and Dacajewciah, 
NCAI president, Ernie Stevens Jr., David Dellinger of the Chicago Eight 
Conspiracy Trial and many more. 


i Ol 


For a Registration Form Send a SASE to 


LEONARD PELTIER DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
PO Box 583 » Lawrence, KS 66044 « 785-842-5774 
< Ipde@idir.net > 
http: beers xlicmapeecaslleeintstes ides: bie! 


Soutnwest CENTER Joss The Southwest Center for Biological Diversity, an aggressive, cutting edge, 
science-based environmental advocacy group seeks: 1) Assistant Director: 

assist in coordination of staff, programs, and fundraising; must have strong writing, editing, communication, 
and people skills; fundraising experience necessary, legal/biological knowledge a strong plus; initial FT salary 
$20K- 25K DOE, benefits; promotion to E.D. possible. Location: Tucson, AZ. 2) Office Manager: coordinate/ 
develop/operate office systems, manage interns, support program staff, some accounting; must have 
excellent communication, organization, and computer skills; ability to work in a fast-paced office; FT salary 
$15K-20K DOE, benefits. Location: Tucson, AZ. Please send resume, 4 professional references, and 3 writing 
samples to: Personnel, SWCBD, PO Box 710, Tucson, AZ 85702. No phone calls please. 


IT'S GETTING GLOSER 


Activists around the world are 
networking for an international 
day of action aimed at the heart 
of the global economy: the fi- 
nancial centers, banking districts 
and multinational corporate 
power bases on June 18. This is 
timed to coincide with the first 
day of the Group of Seven (G7) 
Summit, a gathering of the lead- 
ers of the richest nation-state in 
Koln, Germany. 

In the spirit of strengthening 
international networks for 
equality, freedom and ecologi- 
cal sustainability, we encourage 
all sympathetic movements and 
groups to organize their own 
autonomous protests and ac- 
tions on June 18. If we cooper- 
ate and coordinate we can real- 
ize a different world; has it ever 
been so necessary and so pos- 
sible? For international planning 
and discussion, send an email to: 
listproc@gn.apc.org. Please request 
Subscribe <J18DISCUSSION> and 
include your email address. 


LIVE RENT-FREE, WORLDWIDE 


NUCLEAR ACTION ALERT] | Earth First! Radio 


Commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Three 
Mile Island disaster this year with direct action! 

*May-July: 23 State radioactive waste cask tour to 
oppose Mobile Chernobyl and the high-level waste 
dump at Yucca Montain, Nevada. Contact 
shundahai@shundahai.org. 

*May-July. Bicycle tour from Atlanta to Yucca 
Mountain, sponsored by EarthChallenge, to oppose 
Mobile Chernobyl, Yucca Mountain and uranium 
mining on Native lands. Contact nirsnet@nirs.org. 

¢Aug. 13-20: Nuclear Free Great Lakes Action Camp, 
including rallies, actions, workshops, trainings, re- 
newable energy exhibits and fun. Southwest Michi- 
gan. Contact neis@forward.net or NIRS. 

eAug. 20-28: Nuclear Free Northeast Action Camp 
in Dummerston, VT. Rally at Brattleboro Commons. 

eAug. 21 Nonviolent direct action at Vermont 
Yankee, workshops, trainings and lots more. Con- 
tact can@shaysnet.com or nirsnet@nirs.org. 


Thirty-minute shows #1 Source for ¢, 


are available at http:// 
radio4all.web.net. The 
shows are encoded in 
MPEG3 at 32kbs (about 
7MB per show) and are 
intended for rebroad- 
cast by non-commer- 
cial and underground 
pirate radio stations. 
Send short (S00 words!) 
news, announcements 
and information at 
least three weeks be- 
fore your event to Earth 
First! Radio at POB 344, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95061; 
cruzef@cruzio.com. 


cr Jo b,, 


The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and carétake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377.(602) 488-1970. 

www.angelfire.com/wa/caretaker 
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SPRING INTO AcTIoN Peop.ie! 


Come join us at our beautiful 
base camp for an action training. 
Our tentative list of workshops 
includes: blockade how tos, tree 
sits, map and compass, field moni- 
toring of timber sales, stream sur- 
vey techniques, tracking wildlife, 
edible and medicinal wild plants, 
nonviolence training, legal reali- 
ties, base camp and backcountry 
logistics, and video work for ac- 


Break the Nuclear Chain! 
Reclaim Western Shosho Land! 
Nevada Test Site 
Mother's Day 
May 7-10th, 1999 


Healing Global Wounds 
420, Tecopa CA 92389 


PO Box 420, Te 
* (760) 852-4175 hgw@scruznet.com 
www.shundahai. GW 


Honor - Celebrate - Heal - Create 


t rags d hig ox croun jn the stinking 
RICANSTROGHON: 
Voic® neva beu sound ad he co waking ifide- 
The new CD single. 


Blazing hardcore/ 


hip-hop/salsa. 


All Proceeds go to International 
Concerned Family & Friends of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal 

to order, send $8 
(check or money order) ppd to 
BLU, Revolution Center 

PO Box 517 
New Paltz, NY 12561 

or call: (800) 778-4264 
www.revolutioncenter.org/ 
ricanstruction 


a journal towards wildness 


Issue #1 is here! 

e Transformative 
ea Power of the Wild 
~~ @ Techno-Humanism 

* e Biocentrism as a 
+ Moral Imperative 
+ ¢ Not Left but WILD! 
—And A Lot More. 
Subscriptions $15, 
Submissions welcome. 
feral 530 Divisadero, Suite 321 


San Francisco, CA 94117 
highwater@hotmail.com 


> | 
a 


_  Cove/Mallard 
Spring Action Training Camp 
May 26-31 


tions and monitoring. We will 
also have great free food, late 
night howls around the camp 
fire and the company of your 
favorite wing-nuts. This event 
will kick off another Summer and 
Fall of resistance in Otter-Wing. 
Contact us at POB 8968, Mos- 
cow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; 
Cove@Moscow.com. We eat curry 
lentils and never sleep! 


1999 ENp CorPoRATE 


DOMINANCE CONFERENCE 
May 21-23 


PARTICIPATE IN DISCUSSIONS WITH 
ACTIVISTS FROM ALL OVER. 
FEATURED SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 
Lee Lew LEE 
HowarD LYMAN 
CHERI HANKALA 
MartTA S ANCHEZ 
RONNIE DUGGER 
PAUL CIENFUEGOS 
NorMAN S OLOMON 
KAREN COULTER 
VicTOR MENOTTI 


BRIAN TOKAR 
OUR GOAL IS DISMANTLING THE MECHA- 


NISM OF CORPORATE CONTROL, NOT JUST 
REGULATING IT, THIS EVENT IS A PRECUR- 
SOR TO JUNE 18. Contact END Corpo- 
RATE DOMINANCE ALLIANCE, POB 1375, 
PorRTLAND, OR 97207. 


PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY 
PORTLAND, OREGON 


On Indian Land 


On Indian Land is an American 
Indian issues newspaper cover- 
ing topics of importance to 
indigenous peoples of North 
America, including treaty, 
land, and sovereignty rights, 
religious freedom, and poli- 
tical prisoners. Subscription 
rates for 1 year/4 issues are: 

$12 (individual) 

$20 (institution) 
Make check out & send to: 


Support for Native Sovereignty 
PO Box 2104, Seattle WA 98111 


the Nuclear. 
Resister ~ 
information about 
& support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 


* Action reports & future actions * 
Prisoner support info * International 
resistance news ® Writings from jail ¢ 
A network for nonviolent direct action 


$15/year 
(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 


ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 
POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 


nukeresister@igc.org 


NEW COLD MOUNTAIN, 
COLD RIVERS VIDEO!!! 


MINING the LAND of CAIN: The Innu vs. Inco at Voisey’s Bay is out! This 
video is a comprehensive, 48-minute documentary straight from the 
cutting edge of eco-indigenous and human rights activism on the Quebec- 
Labrador Peninsula (Nitassinan-” Our Land”). The piece portrays the lifestyle 
of the Innu Indians and their steadfast resistance to extractive wasting of 
their traditional homelands by multinational corporate and military inter- 
ests. Send $15 for a postpaid video to Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers at POB 
7941, Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org. 


BAIL OUT AMAZON ACTIVISTS 


On Earth Day 1998, seven activists delivered a 23-foot-long bleeding 
pipeline (complete with three activists locked down inside!) to the lobby of 
Occidental Petroleum’s corporate headquarters in Los Angeles, CA. Across the 
street two activists rappelled off of a26-story tower and unfurled a 1,500 square 
foot banner reading: “Warning to Oxy: Your Colombian Oil Project= Death 
to the U’wa Indians.” Their dramatic action drew worldwide attention to the 
plight of the U’wa and the Columbian cloud forests. The activists must now 
pay $5,600 restitution fines. So, they are shamelessly begging folks to send 
donations to Amazon Watch/U’wa Fines at 20110 Rockport Way, Malibu, CA 
90265. Anything you can send is greatly appreciated. Thanks! 


Heartwood Forest Council Indigenous Environmental 
. - Network’s 
Ninth Annual Gathering LOth Annual 
Traverse City, MI May 29-31 Protecting Mother Earth 
Conference 

Northwoods Wilderness Recovery will June 10-13 
host the 9th Annual Heartwood Forest At the National Indian Youth 
Council gathering near Michigan’s Leadership Project’s “Sacred 
beautiful Sleeping Bear Dunes National Camp,” located near the Acoma 
Lakeshore at Camp Greilick, approxi- Pueblo and the Laguna Pueblo 
mately 7 miles south of Traverse City. Indian reservations in New 

Anyone interested in protecting and Mexico. This year’s theme is Lle 
restoring our forests, streams and natu- tsoo (Uraninite) “A Creation 
ral communities in the central hard- Placed at the Foothills of Our 
woods region, which extends from Ap- Sacred Mountains by Our Holy 
palachia to the Ozarks and from the People.” The focus will be on 
Great Lakes to the Deep South is invited uranium issues affecting Indig- 
to this fun-filled information and skills enous Peoples and their Tribes. 
sharing weekend. For more informa- Contact Charlotte Caldwell or 
tion or to help by co-sponsoring this Anna Frazier at IEN, Dine’ CARE, 
event, please contact: Heartwood c/o POB 485, Bemidji, MN 56619; 
Karen Tuerk, 123 N. Franklin St., Madi- (218) 751-4967; Fax (218) 751- 
son, WI 53703; (608) 255-8187; 0561; ien@igc.apc.org. 
ktuerk@execpc.com. 


Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 


Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 


ether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 


E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E’s “Green Living” departments will provide you 

with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 


“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 
— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 
9 Send me my FREE 


Environmental Magazine. \f | like it, | can NAME 

subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 

$19.95. If not, PIL just return the subscription 
| invoice marked “cancel” and return it to you. 
i The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 


ADDRESS | 


or obligation to me. Le es ee 
| E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 | 


‘< For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! 
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CHAMP-I-AM 
AND THE PEOPLE 


it came from the South 

From the land of the Tarheel: 
It sald to the people, 

“| have such a good deal.” 


Just let me have trees, 

| like green trees and scam; 
I'm a real hungry monster, 
The name's Champ-l-am. 


And, oh, by the way, 

I like lots of trees—fast; 
‘Cause cutting trees slowly 
Is a thing of the past. 


/ need green trees and Scam, 
And I need them right quick; 
l'll take all you've got, 
The thin and the thick. 


‘Course, I'm a real heavy cuss, 
Can't get around much, | guess; 
So my heavy log trucks 

Will make your roads quite a 
mess. 


And your streams will run muddy, 


And flood more in the Spring, 
But, why should you care? 
That's not such a big thing. 


As for fishin’ and huntin’, 
Hey, have no fears; 

They'll be back at their peak 
In seventy-five years. 


But, wait! sald the people, 
Starting to fuss; 

Walt! Walt! Champ-l-Am, 
What's In it for us? 


Oh, yes, said the monster, 
What can I do for you slobs? 
Oh, walt, | know, 

How ‘bout a few jobs? 


Nooooooooo! said the people, 
We don't like this at all. 
So, tough! Said the monster, 
You can't fight city hall. 


Oh, we'll see about that, 
Sald the people out loud; 
We'll see what you think, 
When we come out in a crowd. 


The people together, will speak up 


For the trees. 


But | am a company, sald Champ-l- 


Am, 
| do as I please. 


Not any more, sald the people, 
We've got news for you. 

The people united 

Can be Company too. 


We can watch you and stalk you 
And report violations, 

With our sisters and brothers 
And other relations. 


We can bug our inspectors 

And point out your flaws; 

We can pressure lawmakers 

Till we have strong timber laws. 


So you see, Champ-l-Am 
We're not helpless, not we. 
The people united 

Will always be free. 


(to be continued) 
Anthony Lay 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
TO THE AUTHORS 
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ARMED WITH VISIO 
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Abe Lincotn Meets Watt BReEseTTE 


Over Exxon’s Deap Ore Bony 
“In God We Trust” 


It was early dawn and it was on the road 


With that familiar and now somewhat tarnished profile 


ol Abe Lincoln 
Yep, there’s copper in dem der North Woods! 
foe bad all that ps de “stuff” is in the way 
...water weeds, swamp lands, blanket asses... 


Still—if you hold a coin close enough to your eye, it can blot out the \ Ws i 


entire sun 


Clear aa 

cut glaAA 
& juAstaa jf 
dangenauAa \'/ 


Bottomline blinders for the Exxon as it does its corporate 


enics 
Grab...Gorge...Growl... AGAIN! Grab...Gorge...Growl..AGAIN! 


Grab...Gorge...Growl... AGAIN! 

I picked up the cast off — and placed it in 

Soon enough, though, I could feel it 
ulfuric acid oozing do 


searing my so 


Last night I saw another well known weathered face 
alt Bresette—Anishinabe ns at Gaia guardian 


that of 
His voice crescendoing in the cam 
His vision traversing seven generations 


aba ge was i a in solidarity: old, young, black, white, twig, 


er, fur, she 
Their stre and co fueli 
into the midsummer star t, sca 


Their home, OUR HOME, would be here long after the bloated 
Exxon beast belched its last breath of putrid profit 


“Exxon, what’s that?”—the greet great great great great great 
great. grandchildren of Walt and wonder as they frolic in “na 
e : ‘ 


orth Woods 


and corporate paleontologists will scurry to unearth evidence of 


the rumored monster— 


Where are the bleached bones? Where are the toxic tailings? 
and with a little luck and a lot of hard work, they'll find nothing 


but a worn copper coin 


“E Pluribus Unum” 


Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 


m ket 
burning a hole 


wn— 
burning my leg, poisoning the water, fouling the earth, 


the eternal flames, climbing 
ring to the four winds 


John E. Peck 


TACOMA, WASHINGTON, 1972 


Weyerhauser World Headquarters 


Squats low, layers of terraced concrete 
Surrounded by bulldozer-sculpted hills 
Gazes through horn-rimmed glasses 


Out at the vinyl-lined lake 
Where hatchery trout 
dream of rivers 


Weyerhauser World Headquarters 


Crouches flat, horizontal, concrete logs piled 


in a golf-course meadow 
Grins in its plaid suit 


Confident from the moon missions 


Demands coffee from its pale-lipped secretary 


Knows it’s invisible. 


In Weyerhauser World Headquarters 


A memory of forest 


Ricochets 


ricochets, 


trapped in right angles 
Falls defeated to the carpeted floor 
Scuttles off to hide behind the Xerox machine 
And feed there on bits of old memos 


From the shredder. 
Electricity drawn in 


To Weyerhauser World Headquarters 


Surrenders to coffee-makers 
but remembers the river 


As the white-painted concrete still knows it was sand 


As the square lake remembers 
The rain. 


Glacier Lily 


if A Tree Falls 


Benefit album about saving 
the forest co-produced by 
EFler Darryl Cherney, featur- 
ing John Trudell, Zero, Robert 
Hoyt, Joanne Rand, Bruce 
Cockburn, Hank Williams, Jr., 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan 
Fogelberg, Jello Biafra and 
Mojo Nixon, The Tinklers, 
Alice Di Micele, The Wyrd 
Sisters, Ferron and Rumors of 
the Big Wave! 

TAPE—$12 * CD—$17 


Keep It Wild! 


14 songs from seven favorite 
EF! musicians: Darryl Cherney, 
Alice Di Micele, Robert Hoyt, 
Dana Lyons, Casey Neill, Peg 
Millett and Joanne Rand. 
Designed by EF!ers and pack- 
aged in recycled pulp with 
vegetable ink. What more 
could ya want? 

“Keep It Wild!” The Beaver Song, 
Flaming Arrows, Live Like a Prayer, 
Remember Me, Earth First!, 
Quittin’ Time, Turn of the Wrench, 
Radiation on My Windshield, 
Defend the Earth, TV God, 
Dancing on the Ruins 


° ON SALE! e 
TAPE—$9 *« CD—$14 


Darryl Cherney 


No one can create a campaign 
song as fast as Darryl. He’s a 
campfire favorite. 


“Timber” Who Bombed Judi 
Arizona Power Lines, Earth 


Night Action, Which Side Are 
You On? TAPE—$12 

“They Sure Don’t Make 
Hippies Like They Used To!” 
Free the Dead, Spike a Tree For 
Jesus, We're All Dead Ducks, 
Xerox the Money TAPE—$12 
“I Had to Be Born This 
Century” Earth First!, It’s 
CAMP, Ballad of the BLM 
TAPE—$12 


Timothy Hull 


An uplifting travelogue of 
environmental activism, 
Timothy's music invokes the 
Spirit of the wild. 

“Brightness of Brightness” 
Brightest Angel, Twilight Songs, 
Tough Reckoning, No Destinations, 
My Shirt CD—$17 


ay Soun 


Alice Di Micele 


Alice is arguably the 
Northwest’s most talented 
singer/songwriter. Her voice and 
lyrics cut straight to your heart. 
“Naked” Trouble in Mind, Make 
it Last, The TV Song, Out of 
Control, Pretty Blue 

TAPE—$12 * CD—$17 
“Searching” Defend the Earth, 
Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us Up 
TAPE—$12 * CD—$17 

“Too Controversial” American 
Dream, I Won't Say Good-bye, 
Everybody Needs to be Free 
TAPE—$12 ¢ CD—$17 

“It’s a Miracle” All or Nothing, 
Not for Sale, The God in You, 
First Snow, The Beaver Song 
TAPE—$12 

“Make a Change” Let it Rain, 
Wise Old Woman, Dismantle, 
Leonard Peltier, In a Gentle Way 
TAPE—$12 

“Circle of Women” (witH 
WINDSONG, ELLOUISE BURRELL, SHELLY 
PHILLIPS, FREYDA EPSTEIN AND TINA 
Mauia) Ancient and contemporary 
songs and chants. Earth My Body, 
Circle Round For Freedom, Mother 
I Feel You, Down By The Riverside 
CD—$17 


EXIT-13 


Green grindcore. Extreme 
noise that advocates monkey- 
wrenching, vegetarianism, 
resistance and hemp. 

“Don’t Spare the Green Love 


Spare the Wrench Surrender the 
Earth, My Mind’s Mine, Gaia 


CD—$12 

“Ethos Music” Earth First!, 
Only Protest Gives a Hope of Life, 
Reevaluate Life!, Disemboweling 
Party CD—$12 


Robert Hoyt 


Robert’s constant touring 
schedule allows him to wow 
audiences across the country 
with his virtuoso guitar playing 
and homegrown lyrics. 
“Dumpster Diving Across 
America” Gasoline and Coffee, 
Trees, Quittin’ Time, Hemlock 
Grove, Why Should I Care 
TAPE—$12 * CD—$17 

“As American As You” 

It’s One of Ours, Enough, 
Shovelin’ Mud, Apple Pie, Red 
Mud, Good Americans 
TAPE—$12 * CD—$17 


” 


Greg Keeler 


Goofy, intelligent, country- 
western parody, Keeler’s songs 
poke fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

“Enquiring Minds” An Excuse 
to Go Drinkin’, House Husband 
Blues, Planet of Morons TAPE—$9 
“Post-Modern Blues” Lament of 
the Laundromat; P-U-B-L-I-C 
L-A-N-D-S; Swiss Army Beatitudes 
TAPE—$9 

“Bad Science Fiction” 

If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear 
Waste Blues, Duct Tape Psalm 
TAPE—$9 

“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” 
There’ll Come a Revolution, Ski 
Yellowstone, Death Valley Days, 
Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs 

TAPE—$9 

“Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana” Fossil Fuel 
Cowboy, Drinkin’ My Blues Away 
TAPE—$9 


Dana Lyons 


Dana is one of the most 
popular musicians in the 
movement. His soulful voice 
and dexterous guitar convey a 
powerful, humorous message 
about the state of our world. 
“Cows with Guns” 

Song for Rod Coronado, 
Geronimo, Prayer for This Land, 
Native Forest Song 

TAPE—$12 ¢ CD—$17 

“Turn of the Wrench” Cry of 
the Forest, Dancing in the Dirt, 
TV God, I Saw Blood 
TAPE—$12 ¢« CD—$17 
“Animal” RV,1Am an Animal, 
Building One in My City, I Saw 
His Body, Timebomb, The Tree 
TAPE—$12 

“At Night they Howl at the 
Moon—Environmental Songs 
for Kids” (with JOHN SEED) 
Willy the Wombat, The Tree, We 
Don’t Want to Live in the Zoo, 
Expanding Universe 

TAPE—$12 ¢ CD—$17 


Peg Millett 


Longtime EF! activist and 
convicted monkeywrencher, 
Peg has one of the most beauti- 
ful voices you'll ever hear. 
“Clear Horizon” Live Like a 
Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony, 
Walk this Trail 

TAPE—$12 * CD—$17 
“Gentle Warrior” What’s Left 
of the West, Forever Wild, High 
Plateau, There is Power, 

Wild Things TAPE—$12 


ds of Summer to Fill Your Ears - 


All music and merchandise prices include shipping, handling and royalties 


Ned Mudd and 
His Rustic Band 


Ned’s music is neither technically 
nor politically correct. Many of 
the songs were recorded with a 
boombox in an old warehouse; 
but, hey... they sound great! 
*NEW¢e “ f.u.b.a.r. america” 
(WITH THE BLACKLIGHT SOMBREROS) 
Ridin’ with the Devil, Alabama 
(N. Young’s Lament), Anesthesia, 
Copperhead in the Kitchen, 
Cybershit CD—only $15 
“Fine Time in America” 
Suburbia Blues, Nation of Sheep, 
Vacation from the Rest of the 
World TAPE—only $8 


SETH! “New 


No holds barred, screaming 
acoustic punk. $ETH!’s mu- 
sic isn’t PC. 

“First Snack” CD—$12 
“M.A.Z.” TAPE—$10 


iTchKunG! 


Fire-spittin, can bangin’, 
neo-tribal noisemakers em- 
bracing industrial collapse. 
“Incite” CD—$12 


Casey Neill 


With inspiring, earthy lyrics 
and Celtic/punk/folk guitar, 
Casey is an EF! favorite. 
*NEWe “Casey Neill” 
Another Point of View, Mayday, 
Double Dutch, From the Yardarms, 
Breathe Life CD—$17 
“Pawprints” All My Relations, 
Naked Underneath Your Clothes, 
Resistance!, The Power, G.O.P. 
TAPE—$12 
“riffraff” Flaming Arrows, 
Disorder, Dancing on the Ruins 
(of Multinational Corporations), 
The Codfisher, riffraff 
TAPE—$12 « CD—$17 


Jim Page 

A staple on the Northwest folk 
circuit for years and for good 
reason, the man can write. 
“More Than Anything Else In 
The World” A Sign of the Times, 
Valdez, Gays in the Military, Sinead, 
Bishop on the Run, CD—$17 
“Whose World is This” 

Take Our Culture Back, Righ- 
teous, Beautiful Tear, Right to be 
Wrong CD—$17 


Joanne Rand 


Joanne’s strong and versatile 
voice climbs and dances 
through her powerful songs. 
“Choosing Sides” 
Koyaanisqatsi, Privileged Class, 
Our Children’s Children, I Love It 
TAPE—$12 * CD—$17 

“Home” I'll Be Washed Away, 
Home, Blood Red, Radiation on 
My Windshield, Eyes Like Salmon 
TAPE—$12 

“The Monkey Puzzle” (wirH 
Tue Lrrtte Bic Banp) Earth My 
Body, Wolf at the Door, South 
End Story, Song for No One 
TAPE—$12 * CD—$17 


Walkin’ Jim Stoltz 


Walkin’ Jim’s powerful voice and 
wilderness-inspired lyrics will 
send shivers down your spine. 
“The Vision” The Food Chain 
Song, Wild Wind, Thinking Like 
a Mountain, Way Out West 
TAPE—$9 
“A Kid for the Wild” Manfred 
the Mopey Moose, Ain’t Easy Bein’ 
an Ol’ Grizzly Bear, If I Were a Tree 
TAPE—$9 
“Forever Wild” I Walk with the 
Old Ones, Green and Growing, 
Wolf Song, Just a Part of the Sky 
TAPE—$9 
“The Web of Life” Howl for the 
Wolf, Buffalo Love, Big Fat Fish, 
Mountain Goat Promenade 
TAPE—$9 


Danny Dollinger 


Danny's heartwarming lyrics 
touch the soul and bring a smile 
to the face. 


“Rome Wasn’t Burnt in a Day” 
Hillbilly Hippie, Walking in Power, 
Ghost of a Chance TAPE—$9 


Judi Bari 


Classic speeches and barn- 
stomping music woven into a 
history of EF! and the redwoods. 
“Who Bombed Judi Bari?” 

The FBI Stole My Fiddle, Redwood 
Summer, Who Bombed Judi Bari? 
CD—$17 


Consolidated 


The hot new release from the 
US's only remaining big political 
band that hasn’t sold out. 
“Dropped” Lesbian Avengers, 
Coming of Rage (fight or flight), 
Shell, g.l.0.r.i.a, CD—only $10! 
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JOIN THE PRIMATE FREEDOM TOUR 
JUNE 1-SEPTEMBER 4 


THE 1999 PrimATE FREEDOM TOUR IS A CARAVAN THAT WILL 
TRAVEL ACROSS THE US TO END THE USE OF NON-HUMAN PRIMATES IN 


‘TCHEKUNG 
Bi UN Be 


T i L M O L 0 Tt 0 V t . SEVEN REGIONAL PRIMATE RESEARCH CENTERS ALONG WITH AT LEAST 
Me 17 OTHER PRIMATE FACILITIES, THE TOUR CONSISTS OF EDUCATIONAL 
‘ ACTIVITIES INCLUDING TEACH-INS, VIGILS, PROTESTS, AND MUCH 
C @) C K T A I L , Ma MORE. THE GOAL OF THE TOUR IS TO CREATE A NATIONAL DIALOGUE 
ON THE USE OF PRIMATES IN EXPERIMENTATION AND TO PLACE AN 
4 . . ~ IMMENSE AMOUNT OF PRESSURE ON THE RESEARCH INDUSTRY TO 
1, Fill bottle just over half full with 7 COMPLETELY HALT PRIMATE EXPERIMENTATION. 
flammable liquid (gas/petrol, kerosene) CATCH THE BUS AND JOIN US IN THE MOST IMPORTANT STEP 
Mee EVER IN THE HISTORY OF THE MOVEMENT AGAINST ANIMAL 
2. Add thickening agent (crushed ee peseance ie rue US! 
styrofoam, palm oil, dish soap, etc.) Lal 
until bottle is two-thirds full FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT THE COALITION TO END PRIMATE EXPERIMENTATION 
\r POB 34293, Wasuincton, DC 20043; Catt Toit Free: 888-391-8948; 
3. Plug bottle with fuel soaked rag CEPEMAIL@YAHOO.COM; WWW.ENVIROWEB.ORG/CEPE. 


4. The air in the top third of bottle causes 
explosion on impact 


5. Light and throw! 


6. For further instructions see new CD! 


EN CIETE 


A Soundtrack for This new release is a 
Post World Insurrection benefit for the 


Redwood Summer 


New musical and propaganda release from Post World Industries} Justice Project, Judi 
Available thru EF! Journal at activist prices! : > 
And at record stores everywhere! 


; 
: 


Bari and Darryl 
Cherney’s civil 
rights lawsuit against 
the FBI and the 
Oakland Police. 


LSTUDENT MOVEMENT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICEAS ALIVE,AND Piteanastaicky $0062-talpiet'e 
C 15 A STUDENT-RUN, STUDENT~LED NATIONALNETWORK OF ; 


USTICES THROUGH ACTION AND EDUGATION. 
“THRESHOIS 
eK CUT wees Contact te SEAC 
MOVEMENT MA BE: § | --S55 NATIONAL CrFICE FOR 
Tumesha. ‘In Counecrs $ == WORE INFORMATION: | | pF A. | 
STUDENT AND YOuTH 3  aIT?://www.seacore ma = =— A, SoA? HB! 


ACTIVISTS WITH ARTICLES, /- \ ee 215-222-4711 er — 7 
ACTION ALERTS, REGIONAL aaa | B1S-222-2896 (Fax) NSS a ~SUBCITYC 
rs. 4 CApieban! ' / ; Bas 
UPDATES, CONTACTS, ide SEACSSEAC. ORG 5 +8 — PO Box 7495 Van Nuys, CA 91409 
CALENDARS OF EVENTS, tn PO Bex 31909 - TBE Y/f te www. subcity.net 


AND MORE) Beast : ; PHILADELPHTA, PA IS1O4 NA |6S] Prices: 2xlp-$10 cd-$10 cx-$7 


Creating 


we paid ben the res add 2% 


Exp. date (month/year) 
ce UN i ca i Oe TY 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 


ee pe ne 


clip and send to: oe Where did you hear about the EF! Journal? | 
, Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 
l 
, ©) $500 LirETIME SuBSCRIPTION 
©) $25 Regular Rate ©) $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) 
| ©) $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library ©) $35 Air Mail Canada or Mexico | 
E> $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) © $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks, 
| €-5 $ DONATION =, $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate | 
Subseriber Name ~<a ee ee Credit Card Orders 
Visa/MC (circle one) 
| Address Card # i 
l 
I 
l l 
l I 
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US Earth First! Directory 


Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 
Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Séren Wuerth 

c/o Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 
(907) 566-2468; fishtree@alaska.net 


ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 

Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
tucsonef@juno.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
(S20) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 
CALIFORNIA 


Northcoast EF! : 

POB 28, Arcata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldt1.com 
Luna Media-Julia Butterfly 

POB 1256, Eureka, CA 95502 

(707) 839-8974; www.lunatree.org 
lunanews@humboldt1.com 
Redwood Action Team 

Darryl Cherney, POB 34 

Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 

Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
(707) 523-4196 

Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St., Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 

POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 

Fairfax Action Team 

POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
F.R.E.A.K. of Nature EF! 

POB 8493, Green Valley Lake, CA 92341-8493 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

(510) 848-8724 

Bay Area Activist Hotlines 
(510)594-4000 x222; (415)332-5800 x324 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 

Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 


(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 


POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637; www.sagecouncil.com 


Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 

POB 10487, San Bernadino, CA 92423 
DRChance3@aol.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 

(805) 948-6291 

Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745S, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 


San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
wildreness_defense@email.com 
www.geocities.com/rainforest/1443 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 


afr@amigo.net 


FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 

(904) 421-1559 

Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 34622 

(813) 538-9050 

Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 

(904) 462-3374 

Miami EF! 

EarthFirstMiami@hotmail.com 

www.geocities.com/RainForest/Andes/7667 
R 


Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 

Kattéah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 
HAWAII 


Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
nrpp@lesbois.com 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 

(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 


cove@moscow.com 


ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 

1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 

(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprkiblu@sui.edu 
Coles County EF! 

c/o Jeffery Halla 

451 Taylor Hall, 2121 4th Street 
Charleston, IL 61920-4064 


IOWA 
Tallgrass Prairie EF! 
POB 1503, lowa City, IA 52244 


Tornado Alley Resistance 
(800) 821-5073 #556-8233 (pager) 


LOUISIANA 
Louisiana EF! 
POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 


MAINE 

Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 


Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Heather La Capria 

135 Eutaw St #3, East Boston, MA 02128 
(617) 569-3969 

Boston EF! 

POB 398060, Cambridge, MA 02139 
(617) 806-7547 
bostonearthfirst@hotmail.com 


MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 
(616) 383-9317 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
MINNESOTA 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 103, Osseo, MN 55369 

(612) 601-0978; naalfpo@waste.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
\2441 Lyndale Ave So. Mpls. MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! a3 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; 
bigwoods@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 
www.geocities.com/RainForest/7094 


MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(S73) 443-6832 
74747.20S2@compuserve.com 
Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 


Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 

(406) 862-4945 

Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 

(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 


NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 


New Hampshire EF! 
POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 


NEW JERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 

Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 


Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 588-8128 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 
(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 

(212) 966-4225; fax 925-8715 
wetlandsecodept@looksmart.com 


Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 
11978; (S16) 288-2688 

Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

OFF! 

Off Campus College Office 

SUNY Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 
(607) 777-2050;offeditor@hotmail.com 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Katdah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

(828) 285-0631 

POB 608, Athens GA 30601 

Kataah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 

(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 


OHIO bi 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 

Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 

(513) 281-6892 

Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-H EF! 

23 Elliott St., Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581 

Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 


OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440; (S41) 684-8997 
mickey@efn.org; www.ecoecho.org 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 

Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112 x7875 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 

(S03) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 


Allegheny EF! 
POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 


* 842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 ~ 


Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 764-5779; adp@envirolink.org 
TENNESSEE 


Katdah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939;johnjgb@mindspring.com 
Upper TN/Lebanon EF! 

1902 Westgate Dr. 

Springfield, TN 37172 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St., Austin, TX 78722; 
(512) 478-7666; entropy@eden.com 
South Texas Contact 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 

East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Environmental 
Collective 

1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae7 1@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 


VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 


VIRGINIA 
Virginia EF! 
Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 


(540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 
(540) 982-0492 

EF! Collective @VCU 

Student Activities Center, Box 93 
POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 
52mjredm@atlas.edu 

(804) 353-5055 

Steven Smith 

5435 Argall Crescent, Norfolk VA 23508 
haver@worldnet.att.net 

Earth First! Collective 

Student Activities Center, VCU #93 
POB842035, 907 Floyd Ave. 
Richmond VA 23284 
s2mjredm@atlas.edu 

(804) 353-5055 


T 
Seattle EF! 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-1656; Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 
POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
(360) 867-9054; 


Project 
Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
‘'304) 754-9161 


WISCONSIN 
Midwest Headwaters Action 


Direct Action Defense Fund 

POB 57357 Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 
(520) 795-5171 

National Activist Network 

POB 19515, Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916) 452-7197 

North American ALF 

Support Group 

Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St, 
Willowdale, Ont M2M 4K3 
Canada 

Earth Liberation Prisoners Zine 
www.geocities.com/RainForest/ 
Jungle/1664 


PRISONER SUPPORT 


Midwest Headwaters Journal 

731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 

(608) 255-8765; 
www.geocities.com/rainforest/4101 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 
(920) 424-0265 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 
(608) 782-6997 

Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
dchur199@uwsp.edu 


Cherry Pie Three 

*Rahula Janowski #1818075 
c/o SF County Jail 8, E Pod 
425 7th St., SF, CA 94103 
*Justin Cross #1818071 

San Bruno, County Jail #7 
POB 907, San Bruno, CA 94066 
*Gerry Livermore 

c/o Jeff Larson, Friends of the BBB 
3288 21st St. #92, SF, CA 94110 


Our full prisoners’ directory is on the 
web page at www.enviroweb.org/ef/ 
support 


International EF! Directory 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 0S 

Australian EF! Action Update 
ef_au@hotmail.com 

www. green.net.au/ozef_update/ 
EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd. Via Dalby, Qld 4405 
ph/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 
admin@earthfirst.org.au 
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1 CANADA 

1 EF! Prince George 

! Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 
! Boreal Owl 

' Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
| EF! Manitoba 15-222 Osborne St. 
, South, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 
1 (204) 453-9052 

1 EF! Toronto POB 195 Stn. B, 119 
1 Spadina Ave., Toronto, ON MST 
! 2W1; earthfirst.totonto@tao.ca 
' EF! Ottawa Box 4612, Station E 
: Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

, Autonomous Green Action 
1 POB 4721, Station E 

1 Ottawa, Ontario K1S SH9 

§ di69S5@freenet.carleton.ca 

! EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
! C/o Librairie Alternative 

' 2035 St. Laurent, 2 e étage 
, Montréal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
1 

1 Zeme Predevsim 

§ POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 
: zemepredevsim@czn.cz 
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EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 

ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update/Cornerstone 
Resource Centre 

16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapeltown 
Leeds, LS7 3HB; 0113 262 9365 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef/earthfirst.html 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 1RQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

POB 2971, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 


Carbusters/Resource Ctr 

44 rue Burdeau 

69001 Lyon; (33) 4 72 00 23 57 
carbusters@wanadoo.fr 


GERMANY 
EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 


INDIA 
Anand Skaria 


Donate to the Earth First! Journal 


The EF! Journal relies on your donations to continue its existence. For the last 19 
years, we have been able to publish issue after issue with your help. 
Non-tax deductable donations can be sent to the Earth First! Journal. 


EF], POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 344-8004 


PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 


SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea Unlimited 

10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 
Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu 
Seoul 110-350 


Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
http://groenfr.huizen.dds.nl 
PHILIPPINES 


Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

1105 Ouezon Citv 


Workshop for All Beings 

ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 43-300 
Bielsko, Biala; ph/fax 048-33-183153 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

“W OBRONIEZIEMI” Domonika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42, 91-038, 
Lodz, Poland, (+48 42) 653-38-16 
goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 


RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 

Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/K urg 

ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
SCOTLAND 


Glasgow EF! 
POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; fax 44 (0)41 424 


3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 
SLOVAKIA 


Slobodna alternativa 

Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SPAIN 

Manuel A. Dernandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. CURUXA, J. B., Xelmirer J, Campus 
Universitario, 1570S Santiago 

(81) 584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 

Box 34089, 100 26 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; sea@motkraft.net 
www.motkraft.net/sea/ 


UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko, POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 38 (044) 2657628; fax 38 (044) 
§50-6068; rk@cci.glasnet.ru 
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